Arizona Game and Fish Department’s

Wildlife Assets Program

Wildlife resources helping law enforcement

What does the
program do?

The Wildlife Assets
Program enables

the public to legally
purchase items such
as antlers, head
mounts, hides and
other wildlife parts
that have been seized
during law enforce-
ment investigations,
obtained from
animals killed in vehicle collisions,
or acquired through donations. The
funds raised through these sales are
used to support the Arizona Game
and Fish Department's law enforce-
ment program.

What is the money used for?

The money goes toward the pur-
chase of equipment (evidence

recorders, metal detectors, night
vision equipment, decoys) and
specialized training (interview and
interrogation classes, wildlife foren-
sics classes, crime scene investigation
training) that assist officers in more
effectively performing their duties.

Where can | purchase wildlife
assets?

The primary venue where these
assets are sold is the International
Sportsmen'’s Exposition (ISE), held
each spring at the University of Phoe-
nix Stadium in Glendale, Ariz. The
Department typically sells, through a
silent auction process, dozens of sets
of elk and deer antlers, and several
mounts and hides at ISE each year.
Some of these assets are of trophy



quality, some are very unique, and
some include a variety of artwork.

Select assets are sold during a
number of fundraising banquets held
by sportsmen’s/conservation organi-
zations. The money raised by these
sales is returned to the Department’s
law enforcement program. As one
example of the contributions these
groups make, a 245-inch mule deer

rack that was seized from an illegal
hunter on the famed Arizona strip

recently sold for $22,000 at one of
the banquets.

How can | donate wildlife
assets?

If you have horns, hides, wildlife
mounts or artwork you no longer
want, please consider donating them
to the Wildlife Assets Program. Your
donation will help protect Arizona’s
valuable wildlife resources by sup-
porting law enforcement activities to
deter and punish poachers and other
violators of Arizona wildlife laws.

To obtain more information
Visit www.azgfd.gov/assets or

call the Arizona Game and Fish
Department at (623) 236-7303.

Call Operation Game Thief to
report wildlife law violations

Many of the wildlife assets that come into the Department’s pos-
session are obtained from tips through the Operation Game Thief
hotline. If you witness poaching or other violations of wildlife laws,
please call the toll-free hotline at (800) 352-0700, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. Callers may be eligible for a reward ranging from $50-
$1,000 for information leading to the arrest of wildlife law violators.
Calls may remain confidential upon request.



