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SCHOOLYARD WILDLIFE HABITAT CONTEST


If your school is interested in creating a wildlife habitat, here is a terrific opportunity for you to jump start that project!  A wildlife habitat can be very rewarding and educational.  Kids learn about stewardship of the earth, and almost every academic subject can be related to a wildlife habitat in one way or another, giving the teachers a phenomenal teaching tool.


The contest winner is guaranteed to receive an organic water garden professionally installed by the Pond Gnome, native plants donated by Mountain States Wholesale Nursery, irrigation system supplies from Horizon, and boulders and granite from West Valley Rock.  The scope of the water feature and plants will be determined by the individual school's needs.  The exact plan and quantity will vary, depending on the school’s needs.


Your school’s habitat can be certified with the National Wildlife Federation, allowing the school to reap a multitude of rewards.  The National Wildlife Federation (NWF), a leader in environmental education for 65 years, offers an exciting array of resources and programs perfect for formal and non-formal educators - whether you are teaching in a traditional classroom, nature center, day care center, or youth service organization. Easy to integrate across your curriculum or into your program, NWF's award-winning resources and habitat certification program are designed to bring the natural world to kids and kids out into nature!  For more information, visit www.nwf.org/backyardwildlifehabitat. 


The rules are few and simple, so enter today!  A panel of 5 independent judges will be reviewing the contest entries.  Entry deadline is March 1, 2006, no exceptions.  The winner will be notified by March 15, 2006, and the winning entry will be published in the 4th Annual Parade of Ponds ticket booklet, as well as announced by various media sources.

RULES, GUIDELINES & JUDGING CRITERIA:
1. The school must be located within the Greater Phoenix area. 

2. The school must have a minimum of 1000 square feet of space to dedicate to a habitat.  Preference will be given to those schools that can provide an area visible to the public to further promote the habitat program.

3. Any residual funds from tour ticket sales, beyond the water garden (the scope of which will be chosen by the school), will go toward purchasing (in this order):

· Parts for an automatic drip irrigation system

· Native trees and plants

· Composting supplies

· Boulders and delivery

· Ground cover and mulch

· Professional installation of the above items, beginning with the drip irrigation system and continuing in descending order

4. The Entry Form must be filled out completely and received, with appropriate attachments, by March 1, 2006, no exceptions.  The entry may be sent via U.S. Mail, e-mail, or fax.  The form can be downloaded at www.PondGnome.com, or call 623-572-5607.
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