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The reptiles and amphibians included in this booklet
represent a sample of the more than 120 species found in
Arizona. The species in this booklet were chosen for their
unique qualities and in some cases, high visibility.

Amphibians
Tiger salamander Lowland leopard frog
Sonoran toad Arizona treefrog
Couch spadefoot toad Bullfrog
Reptiles
Western banded gecko ~ Spiny softshell turtle
Chuckwalla Rosy boa
Collared lizard Common kingsnake
Desert spiny lizard Sonoran mountain kingsnake
Western whiptail lizard ~ Coachwhip
Gila monster Gopher snake
Desert iguana Ground snake
Regal horned lizard Wandering garter snake
Tree lizard Coral snake
Side-blotched lizard Arizona ridge-nosed rattlesnake
Desert tortoise Mojave rattlesnake
Western box turtle - Western diamondback rattlesnake
Sonoran mud turtle Sidewinder

For more information:
Western Reptiles and Amphibians, Peterson Field Guides by
Robert C. Stebbins
National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American
Reptiles & Amphibians

Artwork by Nathan Redwood
©Arizona Game and Fish Department

All rights reserved. No reproduction of artwork without
permission in writing from the publisher, 1997.



Amphibians

For a “desert state” Arizona has a surprising variety of
amphibians. There are 23 species of frogs and toads,
and 1 species of salamander found in our state. All of
Arizona’s amphibians, with the exception of the
barking frog, go through an aquatic larval stage.

A few of our amphibians are spring breeders, traveling
to breeding areas when snow melt or spring rains fill
ponds, creeks, and marshes. Summer breeding
amphibians are mostly desert dwelling species who
remain buried beneath the earth until warm summer
rains fill desert water sources. Many desert toads are
capable of long estivation (dormant) periods,
sometimes lasbng years.

Frogs are generally distinguished from toads by their
smooth, moist skin and greater dependence on water.
Toads, on the other hand usually have dry, warty skin,
parotid (poison) glands, and can often be found far
from water.

Frogs and toads generally attract mates by calling from
breeding sites. The calls of Arizona amphibians vary
from the “creaking” call of chorus frogs to the loud
“trill” of great plains toads. Most toads and frogs lay
hundreds, perhaps thousands of eggs at a time, but
only a handful of those that hatch survive through the
first year of life.



Tiger Salamander: Ambystoma Hgrinum

Description: A large, stocky salamander up to 12" in
length. Color varies from a black background with
yellow or cream spots to a dusky, spotted background or
a broken pattern of “tiger” markings. Eyes are small,
snout is rounded. Tubercles (small bumps) are present
an the underside of the feet. Larvae look similar to
adults but are dull brown, and have gills and tail fins.

Range: Most of the state except western
and southwestern desert areas.

Habitat: Streams, lakes, ponds, and
temporary pools, from arid sagebrush
and grasslands to mountain meadows
and forests.

Niche: A primarily subterranean (underground)
carnivore feeding on insects and earthworms.

Comments: Adults spend most of their time
underground in the burrows of ground squirrels,
gophers, or other animals, but may be observed on rainy
nights in the spring and late

summer, crawling to and
from breeding sites.
Salamander larvae are
called waterdogs and
are used as bait animals
for fishing.




Sonoran Desert Toad {Colorado River Toad):
Bufo alvarius

Description: Largest toad in Arizona, reaching 6" in
length. Color is dark brown to greenish gray. Skin is
smooth between warts. Large warts on hind legs and
head, with enlarged white warts at corners of mouth.

Range: Lower Colorado River drainages
in the southiern ', of the state.

Habitat: Usually near permanent water,
from arid creosote bush lowlands and
grasslands, to lower mountain canyons.

Niche: A semi-nocturnal predator, preying on insects
and small animals. Adults are seldom preyed upon
because of a powerful nerotoxin {(a poison that affects
the nervous system) secreted from the skin glands.

Comments: A summer breeder, its call resembles that
of a faint steamboat whistle. The toxin secreted by this
toad is its main defense against predators. If an
animal mouths or bites this toad, it
may become paralyzed or die.




Couch Spadefoot Toad: Scaphiopus couchii

Description: A medium-size toad, 2 %— 34" in length.
Greenish yellow to brownish yellow in color with dark
blotches. "Spade” (bump) on hind foot is black and
sickle-shaped.

Range: Southern Y; of the state.

Habitat: Creosote bush desert, mesquite
grassland, and desert scrub.

Niche: Primarily a nocturnal predator,
feeding on insects. Active during spring
and summer rains.

Comments: Its call, “Waaaa", sounds like the bleat of a
lamb. Males gather at temporary pools during summer
thunderstorms, calling from the water to attract females.
After eggs are laid, tadpoles emerge and transform into
tiny toadlets in as little as three weeks.




Lowland Leopard Frog: Rana yavapaiegsis

Description: A medium-size frog, 2 — 4" in length, Skin is
tan, grayish green, to green above; yellow below. A fold
of skin runs along each side for the length of the body.
Dark markings on yellowish background on rear

of thighs.

Range: Found near permanent water in
southern and western parts of the state.

Habitat: Permanent pools and springs, side
channels of major rivers, overflow ponds,
and stock tanks in drier areas.

Niche: A diurnal and nocturnal aquatic carnivore,
feeding on insects and other small invertebrates. Preyed
upon by large fish, bullfrogs, snakes, birds, and
mammals such as raccoons.

Comments: Its call consists of 1 — 4 short, guttural,
chucklelike notes, which sounds like someone rubbing
an inflated balloon. This is one of several species of
leopard frogs native to
Arizona. In each species
the males have a unique
call used to attract mates or
ward off competing males.




Arizona Treefrog: Hyla eximia

Description: A small frog, ¥ — 2" in length. Usually
green but may be gold or bronze-colored with spots on
the back. A dark stripe runs from the snout, through the
eye, and along the side of the body ending just before
the hind legs. Disc-like pads on the tips of the toes.

Range: Mountains of central Arizona
along the Mogollon Rim. An isolated
population is found in the Huachuca
Mountains in Cochise County.

Habitat: Qak, pine, and fir forests usually
abave 5,000 ft.

Niche: .Primarily nocturnal, their diet consists entirely
of insects.

Comments: Arizona’s State amphibian, this treefrog is
one of two native species of treefrogs in Arizona. They
are known for their climbing abilities. The male’s

breeding call sounds like a nasal clacking.




Reptiles

Arizona is home to an incredible diversity of reptiles —
49 species of snakes, 43 species of lizards, and 4 species
of turtles and tortoises. Due to latitude, a strong tropical
influence, and a diverisity of elevations, our state has a
tremendous variety of flora and fauna.

As would be expected of a mostly arid state, only a few
species of native reptiles are truly aquatic. Most species
are adapted for life in dry environments. However,
many of our native reptiles have tropical origins and
reach the northern limits of their range in Arizona.

Reptiles are ectotherms {ecto = outside, therm =
temperature). They do not make and maintain their own
body heat. They raise or lower their body temperature
through specialized behaviors, such as basking in the
sun or seeking shelter. When temperatures are warm,
reptiles can maintain amazingly constant body
temperatures through these behaviors. It is far less
expensive, energy-wise, for ectotherms to survive. A
reptile requires only Y the calories of a mammal of the
same size.

Reptiles, for the most part, may be distinguished from
amphibians by their dry, often sealy skin, clawed feet, no
larval stage, and reproduction by means of eggs laid on
land or the bearing of live young.



Western Banded Gecko: Coleonyx variegatus

Description: A small, delicate lizard with smooth
skin. Adults are about 4 - 5" long. Body may be pale
pink to yellowish, with brown bands and blotches on
the body and tail. Geckos have large “catlike” eyes
with vertical pupils.

Range: Southeastern through central
and northwestern parts of the state.

Habitat: From creosote flats and boulder
habitats to pifion-juniper woodland.
Found under rocks, boards, dried cow
dung and dead saguaros.

Niche: A nocturnal predator, feeding on soft-bodied
insects and spiders. Preyed upon by snakes, owls,
and small mammals.

Comments: Western banded geckos
are often mistaken for baby Gila
monsters. An adult gecko is
much smaller than even a
young Gila monster and Gila
monsters have beaded skin, If
handled, geckos squeak and
may lose their tail, but as in
most native lizards, the tail

will grow back.




