
Glossary of Scientific Names Given to Bats 
 
 
Antrozous (an-tro-zoh-us) – cave animal 
Artibeus (ar-tib-ee-us) – hanging from the tibia 
auriculus (a-rick-u-lus) – the external ear 
austroriparius (aus-troh-rye-pare-ee-us) – 
 frequenting southern stream beds 
blossevillii (bloss-a-vill-ee-eye) – rusty furred 
borealis (bor-ee-al-is) – of the north; northern 
brasiliensis (bra-zill-ee-en-sis) – belonging to 
 Brazil 
californicus (cal-a-forn-a-cus) – proper name: 
 California 
Choeronycteris (care-o-nick-ter-is) – nocturnal pig 
ciliolabrum (sill-ee-oh-lay-brum) – hairy lips 
cinereus (sa-near-ee-us) – ash-colored 
Cornynorhinus (core-ee-no-rine-us) – club-nosed 
curasoae (cur-a-soh-ee) – proper name: Curacao 
ega (ee-ga) – proper name: Ega 
Eptesicus (ep-tess-a-cus) – flying 
Euderma (you-derm-a) – good skin 
Eumops (you-mops) – good bat 
evotis (ee-voh-tis) – good ear 
femorosaccus (fem-oh-row-sock-us) – sack on the 
 thigh 
fuscus (fuss-cuss) – brown 
glaucinus (glau-sine-us) – silver, gray, gleaming 
grisescens (gri-sess-sens) – beginning to gray 
hesperus (hes-per-us) – the land west; western 
humeralis (hume-er-al-is) – pertaining to the 
 humerus 
Idionycteris (id-ee-oh-nick-ter-is) – distinct or 
 peculiar and nocturnal 
intermedius (in-ter-meed-ee-us) – intermediate; 
 occupying the middle 
jamaicensis (ma-may-ken-sis) – proper name: 
 Jamaica 
keenii (keen-ee-eye) – proper name: Keen 
Lasionycteris (lay-zee-oh-nick-ter-is) – hairy and 
 nocturnal 
Lasiurus (lay-zee-your-us) – hairy tail 
leibii (lee-bee-eye) – proper name: Leib 
Leptonycteris (lep-toh-nick-ter-is) slender and 
 nocturnal 

lucifugus (loo-ciff-a-guss) – fleeing light 
macrotis (ma-crow-tis) – large ear 
Macrotus (ma-crow-tus) – large ear 
maculatum (mac-you-lay-tum) – spotted 
megalophylla (meg-a-low-file-lah) – large leaves 
mexicana (mex-a-can-a) – proper name: Mexico 
molossus (mow-loss-sus) – mastiff 
Mormoops (more-moops) – monster bat 
Myotis (my-oh-tis) – mouse ear 
nivalis (ni-val-is) – snowy 
noctivagans (nock-ti-vah-gans) – night wandering 
Nycticeius (nick-tee-zee-us) – night hunter 
Nyctinomops (nick-tin-oh-mops) – night bat 
occultus (oh-cult-tus) – hidden, obscure 
pallidus (pal-id-us) – pale 
perotis (per-oh-tis) – maimed ear 
phyllotis (fye-low-tis) – leaf ear 
Pipistrellus (pip-a-strell-lus) – a bat 
Plecotus (pla-coh-tus) – twisted ear 
rafinesquii (raff-a-nesk-kee-eye) – proper name: 
 Rafinesque 
sanborni (san-born-eye) – proper name: Sanborn 
seminolus (sem-a-nole-us) – proper name: 
 Seminoles 
septentrionalis (sep-ten-tree-oh-nal-is) – belonging 
 to the north; northern 
sodalis (so-dal-is) – a comrade 
subflavus (sub-flave-us) – somewhat yellow 
Tadarida (ta-dare-a-dah) – withered toad 
thysanodes (thigh-sa-noe-dees) – with a thing like a 
 fringe 
townsendii (town-send-ee-eye) – proper name: 
 Townsend 
underwoodi (un-der-wood-eye) – proper name: 
 Underwood 
velifer (vel-if-fer) – bearing a veil 
volans (voh-lans) – flying 
waterhousii (wa-ter-house-ee-eye) – proper name: 
 Waterhouse 
xanthinus (zan-thigh-nuss) – yellowish 
yumanensis (you-me-nen-sis) – belonging to Yuma 
 (Arizona)

 
 
 
After: Barbour, R.W. and W.H. Davis, 1969. Bats of America. University Press of Kentucky, 286 pp. as it 
appeared in “Bat Conservation and Management Workbook,” Bat Conservation International, Inc., 2000. 
 


