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Venomous Bites and Stings

All animals must find food. Some animals run
fast to catch food and others have claws to dig
for food. Venomous animals use venom, a
special kind of poison, to catch and kill their
food. Venom is made and stored in a venom
gland. The venom is injected, or pumped,
through fangs or a stinger.

Venomous animals don’t go around biting or
stinging everything that moves. If they did they
would not have enough venom for when they
need it - to kill prey. However, venomous
animals will bite or sting to protect themselves!

Todos los animales tienen que encontrar alimento.
Algunos animales corren rapido para atrapar
comiday otros tienen garras para excavar para su
alimento. Los animales venenosos usan un veneno
especial para atrapar y matar a su presa. El veneno
es hecho y guardado en una glandula de veneno. El
veneno es inyectado o lanzado a través de colmillos
0 de una pua.

Los animales venenosos no andan mordiendo 6
picando a todo lo que se mueve. Si asi fuera, no
tendrian suficiente veneno cuando lo necesitaran
para matar a su presa. jSin embargo, los animales
venenosos si morderan 6 picaran para protegerse!

There are over 40 different kinds of scorpions in
Arizona. The venom from only one, the bark
scorpion, is life-threatening to people. The bark
scorpion uses its pincers to hold its prey, then
paralyzes or kills it by injecting venom through
its stinger.

Venom

Rattlesnakes deliver their
venom through two large,
hollow fangs in the upper jaw.
The fangs are up to one inch
long and are folded back when
the snake’s mouth is closed.
The fangs move forward when the snake opens
its mouth to strike.

The Gila monster is one of only two venomous
lizards in the world. The other, the beaded
lizard, is found in Mexico. Gila monsters have a
pair of venom glands in the lower jaw. As they
chew their prey, venom flows up into the mouth
through a venom duct and through special
grooved teeth.

Hay mas de 40 diferentes tipos de alacranes
en Arizona. El veneno de solamente
uno, el alacran de corteza,

amenaza la vida de la gente. El
alacran de corteza usa sus pinzas @cé
paraagarrar asu presay entonces la paraliza 6 la
mata al inyectarle veneno a traves de su pua.

Las serpientes de cascabel inyectan su veneno por
medio de dos grandes colmillos huecos en su
mandibula superior. Los colmillos tienen hasta una
pulgada de largo y estan doblados hacia atras
cuando la boca de la serpiente esta cerrada.
Cuando la serpiente abre su boca para atacar, los
colmillos se mueven hacia adelante.

Gila
El monstruo de Gila es uno de solamente dos monster
lagartijas venenosas en el mundo. La otra, tooth
el escorpion, se encuentra en México. Los ;M
monstruos de Gila tienen un par de glandulas
de veneno en la mandibula inferior. Al
masticar a su presa, el veneno fluye hacia la e
boca por medio de un ducto de veneno'y |
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All spiders have venom, but only the black
widow and Arizona brown spider (a relative of
the brown recluse) have venom that is dangerous
to people. The female black widow has a red
hourglass shape on her underside. The Arizona
brown spider is a small spider with a violin shape
on the front half of its body (on the top side).

Tarantulas are the largest spiders in Arizona, but
are not dangerous to people. Tarantulas have
fangs, but these “gentle giants” will not bite
unless harassed. If threatened, they use their back
legs to brush hairs, called urticating hairs, from the
abdomen. The hairs cause extreme itching in the
eyes, nose, and mouth of predators.

Some caterpillars have stinging spines. If you
brush up against them, venom is injected through
the spines. The venom causes burning and
itching, but is not dangerous to people.

Did you know that more people die each year
from bee, wasp and ant stings than from all other
venomous animals? This is because people come
in contact with these insects more often than they
do with more venomous animals. Also, about
10% of all people become allergic to venom if
stung repeatedly.

Venomous animals are usually not aggressive
toward people. They will try to get away or hide
before using their venom to defend themselves.
The best way to avoid being bitten or stung by a
venomous animal is to leave it alone.

Activity
1. Draw a picture of one of the venomous animals you

have just read about or another venomous animal
that lives in Arizona.

2. Draw the animal in its habitat. Include food, water,
shelter and space.

3. Write a short report about the venomous animal you
have drawn. Include where it lives, what it eats,
how it uses its venom to find food and avoid
predators, and why you think this animal is impor-
tant in its habitat.

Todas las arafias tienen veneno pero solamente la
viuda negray la arafia castafia de Arizona (familiar
de la reclusa castafa) tienen veneno que es
peligroso para la gente. La viuda negra hembra
tiene una mancha roja en la parte de abajo en forma
de un reloj de arena. La arafia castafa de Arizona es
una arafa pequefia con forma de violin en la parte
arribay de en frente de su cuerpo.

Las tarantulas son las arafias mas grandes en
Arizona, pero no son peligrosas para la gente. Las
tarantulas si tienen colmillos, pero estas “gigantes
déciles” no muerden a menos que las atormenten.
Si uno las molesta, ellas usan sus patas traseras para
soltar pelos, que se llaman pelos urticantes, de su
abdomen. Los pelos le causan picazon intensa en los
0jos, lanariz y la boca a un depredador.

Algunas orugas tienen espinas irritantes. Si uno se
soba en ellas, veneno es inyectado por medio de las
espinas. El veneno causa quemazon y picazon, pero
no es peligroso para la gente.

¢Sabias que cada afio mas gente se muere de
piquetes de abeja, avispa y hormiga que de todos
los otros animales venenosos? Esto es porque la
gente esté en contacto mas frecuentemente con estos
insectos que con animales venenosos. También,
como en 10% de toda la gente, si son picados
repetidamente, el veneno les causa alergia.

Generalmente, los animales venenosos no son
agresivos hacia la gente. Antes de usar su veneno para
defenderse, ellos trataran de huir 6 de esconderse.
Para evitar ser mordido 6 picado por un animal
venenoso lo mejor es dejar al animal en paz.

Venomous or Poisonous?
A poison is a toxic substance that is eaten or
absorbed through the skin. Some frogs and
toads are considered to be poisonous
because they have poison in their skin. If an
animal eats, or even licks, a frog or toad it can
get sick from poison in the frog or toad’s skin.
Venom is a substance that is injected by a bite
or a sting. Venomous animals have a stinger

or fangs to inject venom into another animal.
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