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This section provides definitions for some of the words that were used in the Background section of this 
guide specific  to skulls and  tracks. Words  that are  included  in  the glossary were highlighted  in a bold 
font  in  the main  text. Additional words  that may be useful but were not necessarily  included  in  the 
background  information have been  included  as well.  These definitions  are written  to help  educators 
understand  the concepts and are not necessarily written at a student comprehension  level.  It may be 
necessary to modify the definitions for your specific students. 
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B 
 
binocular vision – eyesight that incorporates images from two eyes to provide depth perception  
 
 
C 
 
canid – any animal belonging to the dog family  
carnassials – the last upper premolar and first lower molar teeth that slide against each other like the 
blade of scissors.  These teeth are adapted for cutting meat. 
carnivore – a meat-eating animal  
carrion – dead animal matter  
cheek teeth – the premolar and molar teeth  
crepuscular – dawn and dusk activity  
 
 
D  
 
dichotomous key – a classification tool in which a series of statements about specific characteristics 
leads to the identification of an organism 
diurnal – daytime activity  
dorsal – back surface of an animal  
digitigrade – a type of locomotion where the animal places its toes on the ground (i.e. deer, javelina, 
bighorn sheep)  
 
 
E 
 
ecology – the study of the interrelationships between animals, plants and the environment they live in  
 
 
F 
 
fenestration – openings in an otherwise solid surface 
 
 
H  
 
habitat – the area in which a plant or animal lives  
herbivore – a plant-eating animal  
heterodont – different types and shapes of teeth to serve special functions  
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M 
 
mammal – a class of animals possessing hair and mammary glands for nursing young  
mandible – the lower jaw of an animal  
maxilla – the upper jaw of an animal  
 
 
N  
 
niche – the role of function of a plant or animal in its environment  
nocturnal – night activity  
 
 
O 
  
omnivore – an animal that eats both plants and other animals  
orbit – the area of the skull where the eye is located  
 
 
P  
 
posterior – back surface of the animal  
 
 
R  
 
retractable claws – claws that can be extended and exposed when in use but can be withdrawn back 
into the pads of the feet when not needed 
riparian – an area where there is running water or water near the surface such as along the banks of 
streams and rivers  
 
 
S 
 
skull – the bone of an animal’s head  
substrate – a surface or material that underlies something 
 
 
Z 
 
zygomatic arch – lower jaw muscles attachment sites, and forms the surface upon which the lower 
jaw hinges.  This arch also protects the eye. 
 


