
 
Minutes of the Telephonic Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Tuesday, February 8, 2011 – 9:30 a.m. 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

5000 W. Carefree Highway 

Phoenix, Arizona  85086 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

Via telephone: 

Chairman Robert R. Woodhouse 

Commissioner Norman W. Freeman 

Commissioner Jack F. Husted 

Commissioner Jennifer L. Martin 

(Director’s Staff) 

 

In person: 

Director Larry D. Voyles 

Deputy Director Bob Broscheid 

Deputy Director Gary R. Hovatter 

Assistant Attorney General Linda Pollock 

 

Via telephone: 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk 

 

Chairman Woodhouse called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Commissioner Harris was not 

present.  There were several Department staff members present and no members of the public 

were present.  This meeting followed an agenda dated February 4, 2011. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  State and Federal Legislation. 

 

Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 

 

Mr. Guiles briefed the Commission on several bills.  Copies of these bills were provided to the 

Commission prior to this meeting for review.  The Commission discussed and took the following 

actions: 

 

SB 1392; Mexican Gray Wolf; Interstate Compact and SB 1395; Endangered Species Act; 

Interstate Compact 

 

These two bills were scheduled for hearings this Thursday, but instead they will now be held 

until February 17.  This is a positive thing because the Department is still looking at these bills 

and this will allow more time for the Department to prepare a recommendation to the 

Commission. 

 

HB 2623; Landowner Prohibition of Hunting; Posting 

 

The Department has some concerns with how the language is currently written.  The Farm 

Bureau and Cattlegrowers are willing to work with the Department to come to a mutual 

agreement on the language. 

 

HB 2485; Government Land; Replacing Private Land 
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The Department already has in statute the “in-lieu” process, so the sponsor is willing to work 

with the Department on amending the language to exempt the Game and Fish Department. 

 

SB 1294 Strike Everything Amendment; Application of Aquatic Poison; Rotenone 

 

The strike everything amendment SB 1294 (attached) will be heard tomorrow in the Senate 

Water Committee.  This bill was precipitated by the Cattlegrowers with specific issues and 

concerns from southeastern Arizona. 

 

Mike Senn, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management Division, briefed the Commission on 

Rotenone and provided them with a Rotenone Fact Sheet (attached).  The Department has 

several concerns about this proposed legislation including the following: 

 This bill will likely add an additional layer of regulation and bureaucracy.  There is 

already three layers of oversight that occurs when rotenone is used: 1) the qualifications 

and review process by EPA, 2) a national pollution discharge permit required and 

administered by ADEQ, and 3) a NEPA and ESA evaluation process required when 

rotenone is used on public lands 

 Rotenone is the only chemical currently available to the Department for treating and 

renovating stream systems.  It is a major tool used by the Department in managing our  

sport fish and native fish programs, and in managing potential impacts to Arizona waters 

from invasive species, so it is a critical tool in native fish recovery efforts 

 The Department estimates that this could impact approximately 30% of the Department’s 

sport fish revenue and could have an impact to the Department of approximately 6 

million or a loss in excess of $500 million annually in economic benefit to the State 

 There would likely be a loss of sport fish waters because the Department would not be 

able to do what is needed to ensure that there can be a compatible co-management 

between sport fish and native fish as required in our Section 7 Sportfish consultation 

 This bill is broad and regulates all types of piscicides that are used to control things like 

Quagga muscles, Rusty crawfish and Asian carp.  Municipal and government water 

suppliers like CAP, and Cities and Townes regularly use piscicides and pesticides to 

control aquatic weeds and aquatic invasive species 

 If the Department doesn’t have a tool in place to recover and manage the state’s 

endangered fish species it will inhibit the Department’s ability to recover those 

populations to the point where they can be delisted or downlisted from the Endangered 

Species Act.  Without the ability to manage some of the invasive species, the state could 

potentially see additional species listed and could lose the ability to manage those at the 

state level because the primary management authority reverts to the federal government 

once a species is listed. 

 

The Commission discussed how this bill came about and was discouraged that it came up so 

hastily without discussion with the Department, especially in light of the huge impact on the 

Department. 

 

Motion:  Freeman moved and Martin seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

OPPOSE THE STRIKE EVERYTHING AMENDMENT TO SB 1294 AS WRITTEN. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 4 to 0 
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 Harris absent 

 

* * * * * 

 

3.  Call to the Public 

 

There were no requests to speak to the Commission. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Motion:  Husted moved and Martin seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ADJOURN THIS MEETING. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at10:03 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 










