
 
Minutes of the Telephonic Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Monday, April 11, 2011 – 10:00 a.m. 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

5000 W. Carefree Highway 

Phoenix, Arizona  85086 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

In person: 

Commissioner John W. Harris 

 

Via telephone: 

Chairman Robert R. Woodhouse 

Vice Chair Norman W. Freeman 

Commissioner Jack F. Husted 

Commissioner Robert E. Mansell 

 

(Director’s Staff) 

 

In person: 

Director Larry Voyles 

Deputy Director Bob Broscheid 

Deputy Director Gary R. Hovatter 

Assistant Attorney General Linda Pollock 

 

Via telephone: 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk 

 

Chairman Woodhouse called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  Director Voyles conducted roll 

call and confirmed that all Commissioners were present.  Several Department staff members 

were present and one member of the public was present.  This meeting followed an agenda dated 

April 8, 2011. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  State and Federal Legislation. 

 

Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 

 

HB 2114; fish eradication; moratorium; study committee 

 

Mr. Guiles briefed the Commission on the new Griffin Floor Amendment to HB 2114 (attached).  

There were some improvements to the language, but there are still some concerns from the 

Department’s perspective, particularly the imposition of a moratorium and the violations for the 

application of rotenone.  This usurps the Department and Commission’s authority and would set 

a dangerous precedent for wildlife management being legislatively mandated. 

 

Commissioner Husted stated that through meetings with Senator Griffin and her staff along with 

Department staff, the Department basically got the changes they asked for in the bill.  Also, the 

bill calls for a study committee on the human health risks associated with rotenone, which is a 

serious concern for some people. 

 

Woodhouse stated that he was also at those meetings with Senator Griffin and her staff and that 

Senator Griffin was never told by himself or by Commissioner Husted that the Commission 

would support the bill with these changes.  Commissioner Woodhouse further pointed out issues 

with 4, 5 and 6 under Section 2(B). 

 

Commissioner Freeman commented that the issues and concerns about rotenone should be 

addressed by the Department and the Commission, but not through a legislatively mandated 
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study group.  This is a legislative intrusion into the Department and Commission’s science based 

methods of managing wildlife. 

 

Commissioner Mansell complimented Director Voyles for issuing a statewide moratorium and 

for preparing to organize a study group.  He is opposed to the Legislature getting involved in the 

study group and is opposed to additional laws and regulations that the Department and 

Commission must abide by. 

 

Commissioner Harris commented that he also had issues with 4, 5 and 6 under Section 2(B).  

This has the Legislature doing what the Department should be doing through Commission 

direction. 

 

Kirk Young, Fisheries Branch Chief, discussed the issues of rotenone with the Commission and 

what the Department has been doing.  The Department has been compiling publications related 

to rotenone studies as it relates to potential human health issues (approx. 210 publications) and 

has been working through a sub-committee with AFWA to look at this on a national level.  The 

committee will be getting some medical expertise also to look at this in a neutral fashion. 

 

Public Comment 

 

Mr. Guiles read a letter into the record from the Yuma Valley Rod and Gun Club (attached). 

 

Motion:  Freeman moved and Mansell seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

CONTINUE TO OPPOSE HB 2114. 

 

Vote: Aye - Woodhouse, Freeman, Harris, Mansell 

 Nay - Husted 

 Passed 4 to 1 

 

SB 1517 Strike Everything (originally SB 1547 ; linesighting; interstate transmission lines) 

 

Mr. Guiles reported on the status of SB 1517.  The wording of the strike everything bill 

alleviated some of the Commission’s concerns. 

 

Josh Avey, Habitat Branch Chief, discussed this item with the Commission.  The new iteration in 

SB 1517 returns decision making back to the Corporation Commission and allows the 

Corporation Commission to either approve or deny a particular route with the desire to minimize 

the effects to the environment.  Potential impacts can be identified and then additional mitigation 

can be requested beyond what may have been sighted in the Environmental Impact Statement. 

 

* * * * * 

 

2.  Call to the Public 

 

There were no requests to speak to the Commission. 

 

* * * * * 

 



Commission Meeting Minutes - 3 - April 11, 2011 

 

 

Motion:  Mansell moved and Freeman seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ADJOURN THIS MEETING. 

 

Vote:  Unanimous 
 
 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at 10:53 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 












