Minutes of the Telephonic Meeting of the
Arizona Game and Fish Commission
Friday, October 4, 2013 — 9:00 a.m.
Arizona Game and Fish Department
5000 W. Carefree Highway

Phoenix, Arizona 85086

PRESENT: (Commission) (Director’s Staff)

Via telephone: In person:

Vice Chairman John W. Harris Gary R. Hovatter, Special Assistant to the
Commissioner Robert E. Mansell Director

Commissioner Edward “Pat” Madden
Via telephone:
Director Larry D. Voyles
Deputy Director Ty Gray
Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk
Assistant Attorney General Linda Pollock

Chairman Harris called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. Mr. Hovatter conducted roll call and
confirmed that Commissioners Harris, Mansell and Madden were present. Commissioner Davis
was not present. There were several Department staff and several members of the public present.
This meeting followed an agenda dated October 3, 2013.
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1. Maintaining Hunting and Fishing Access to Federal Lands/Facilities Closed as part of the
Government Shut-down.

Presenter: Gary R. Hovatter, Special Assistant to the Director.

Mr. Hovatter briefed the Commission and requested guidance for the Department to approach
federal agencies about using Department resources to maintain hunting and fishing access to
federal lands/facilities, including Bartlett, Roosevelt, Apache, Canyon and Saguaro lakes. At the
October 1, 2013 Emergency Commission meeting, the Commission provided guidance to the
Department to approach the National Parks Service (NPS) and offer to enter discussions to open
Lee’s Ferry. Since that time, the Department has been made aware that the NPS is intending to
start closing concession run boat ramps and facilities on the Tonto National Forest lakes,
including Bartlett, Roosevelt, Apache, Canyon and Saguaro lakes. The Department is asking the
Commission to consider giving guidance to the Department to approach federal land
management agencies to have discussions regarding opening the closed facilities for the purpose
of facilitating hunting and fishing access. The Department has been compiling a list of the
facilities that are a priority for re-opening if the Department is able to get them re-opened. The
list includes facilities in 22 of Arizona’s legislative districts. This is the list that the Department
will work off of if the Commission is inclined to give the Department guidance to enter into
discussions.

Motion: Madden moved and Mansell seconded THAT THE COMMISSION AUTHORIZE
THE DEPARTMENT TO OFFER TO ENTER INTO DISCUSSIONS WITH APPROPRIATE
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FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCIES ABOUT PROVIDING DEPARTMENT
MANPOWER AND SERVICES FOR THE PURPOSES OF MAINTAINING ESSENTIAL
ACCESS TO OR THROUGH FEDERAL KEY SITES AND FACILITIES FOR THE
PURPOSE OF MAINTAINING HUNTING AND FISHING ACCESS FOR ARIZONA’S
CITIZENS; ADDITIONALLY, THE DEPARTMENT WILL MONITOR ANY ASSOCIATED
COSTS AND WILL REPORT TO THE COMMISSION SHOULD THOSE COSTS BECOME
OF CONCERN.

Public Comment

Connie Lippincott, Tournament Director, Total Bass Addicts, LLC: Total Bass Addicts have
already purchased permits to run tournaments on Saguaro, Bartlett, Roosevelt, and asked how
they are supposed to run the tournaments if the boat ramps are closed.

Chairman Harris stated that Ms. Lippincott’s question is for the federal government. The
Commission and Department want to keep the lakes open and that is the purpose of this meeting.

Mr. Hovatter stated that, as of this morning, the Department has been told by the federal agencies
that those boat ramps are open.

Don McDowell, AZSFWC: Expressed concerns for the high volume and pressure at Lake
Pleasant caused by closures at other lakes; concerns include spreading of quagga muscles.

Assistant Director Jim Hinkle addressed the Commission in regards to quagga muscles and
stated that the Department will be stepping up the public information campaign at Lake Pleasant,
as well as law enforcement efforts.

Andrew Goettl, representing himself: Commented on concerns regarding quagga muscles due to
the pressure at Pleasant, Alamo and Havasu lakes, with the other lakes being closed; also
commented on his access tags to these boat ramps, and that he has paid for these boat ramps over
and over again; If the Department can keep access open to these lakes, he is sure that tournament
participants will be happy to pack out what they pack in if it’s part of an agreement in order to
have the ability to use these facilities.

Chairman Harris commented that the Commission is giving direction to the Department to enter
discussion with the federal agencies to talk about how to keep these facilities open for Arizona’s
sportsmen and recreationists. The Department is also working with the Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies to talk about the impacts nationwide, and to look at other solutions as well.
We are trying to keep public lands open for the public.

Vote: Unanimous
3to0
Davis not present

Chairman Harris stated that the Department should continue working at the national level with
other state agencies and associations to accomplish keeping public lands open for the citizens of
the United States.
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The Commission was in consensus.

E I S

Motion: Mansell moved and Harris seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO
ADJOURN THIS MEETING.

Vote: Unanimous

* Kk kK *x

Meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m.

* Kk kK *x
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