Greetings,
The Black-footed Ferret Project will be hosting their large fall spotlighting event in Aubrey Valley from September 27th through October 1st.   Spotlighting will begin on Thursday night September 27th and conclude on Tuesday morning October 2nd.    Fall events are held to assess the ferret population going into winter and to trap dispersing kits.  The ferret population is usually at its highest count during the fall event.   Besides ferrets, other animals that could be observed during spotlighting include foxes, badgers, coyotes, owls, hawks, porcupines, skunks, and pronghorn.
Requirements for Spotlighting: 

· Ability to stay attentive from 8:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m. while spotlighting for black-footed ferrets

· After the hour-long spotlighting training at 8:00 p.m., volunteers will begin spotlighting around 9:30 p.m. and continue until sunrise, usually around 6:00 a.m.

· Ability to use or learn how to use a GPS unit
· Training will be given on how to use a GPS unit
Most importantly, dress appropriately for the time of year.  Multiple layers are best, as September nights can be cold, but you will warm up while backpack spotlighting.  Rain gear is highly recommended since you never know what the weather will be like in Aubrey Valley.  Also, be sure to bring plenty of snacks and water.  Snacking throughout the night will help you to stay awake.   

TO SIGN UP:

1.   Please send an email to azferret@azgfd.gov with “September Spotlighting” in subject line  

2.  Indicate which night(s) you will be attending and who else (first and last name)   

   will be attending with you
3.  Please indicate if you will be able to use your own vehicle, and the vehicle capacity (4x4 vehicle preferred but not required).  If you are able to bring a high clearance vehicle, it is greatly appreciated, as it frees up vehicle space for others and allows greater coverage of the Aubrey Valley.  Mileage is tax deductible.
4.  List any of the following equipment that you are able to bring:  GPS, clipboard,                         flashlight, backpack, binoculars, walkie talkies, or a cordless rechargeable spotlight 

5.  Please RSVP at your earliest convenience by September 21st, as space is limited and weekend nights tend to fill up first.  You can sign up for one night, several nights, or for the duration of the event.
If you are unable to use your own vehicle to spotlight, you will be placed on a team with a vehicle.  The Ferret Project has plenty of equipment to loan out but does not provide flashlights or headlamps.
If you are interested in attending the September event, please sign up early, as space is limited and people had to be turned away last event.  If you sign up for spotlighting and are then unable to attend after registering, even if it is the night of, please make sure to contact us as soon as you can, so your space can be filled.  Email is checked at 6:00PM and someone remains at the field house until 9:00PM each spotlighting night, so please make sure to contact me via the information below.
Jennifer Cordova
azferret@azgfd.gov
928-422-0155









