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Public input sought on proposed                   
license and tag fee increases 

PHOENIX - The Arizona Game and Fish Department is seeking public comment 
on a proposed increase in the cost of hunting and fishing licenses, stamps and big 
game tags. The potential increases and the rationale behind them can be viewed on 
the department's Web site at azgfd.gov. Comments can be submitted by e-mail to 
rulemaking@azgfd.gov or by attending one of the public meetings that will be 
held across the state from Nov. 9-21.  

"The Arizona Game and Fish Commission has directed the department to develop 
a fee proposal that will provide revenue to meet the rising costs of doing business, 
and will address commission-identified priorities for the department," says Steve 
Ferrell, deputy director for the Arizona Game and Fish Department. "We are now 
taking this proposal to the public for their input before making a formal proposal 
to the commission at its December meeting." 

Earlier this year, the Arizona Legislature passed a bill raising the fee ceilings 
under which the Arizona Game and Fish Commission is authorized to establish 
license, tag, stamp and permit prices. This was the first time the fee ceilings had 
been raised by the Legislature since 1998.  

Any fee increases, if approved by the commission, would go through the formal 
rulemaking process. The increases would affect licenses, tags and stamps that will 
be used beginning in 2007. 

The public meetings will be held on the following dates: 

• Wednesday, Nov. 9, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's 
headquarters, Roadrunner Room, 2222 W. Greenway Road, Phoenix. 

• Thursday, Nov. 10, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's Mesa 
regional office, 7200 E. University Drive, Mesa. 

• Monday, Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's Yuma 
regional office, 9140 E. 28th St., Yuma. 

• Monday, Nov. 14, 6 p.m., Best Western Payson Inn, 801 N. Beeline 
Highway, Payson. 
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• Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's Pinetop 
regional office, 2878 E. White Mountain Blvd., Pinetop. 

• Tuesday, Nov. 15, 6 p.m., Prescott Resort Conference Center, 1500 
Highway 69, Prescott. 

• Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's 
Tucson regional office, 555 N. Greasewood Road, Tucson. 

• Wednesday, Nov. 16, 6 p.m., U.S. Forest Service Supervisor's Office, 309 
S. Mountain Blvd., Springerville. 

• Thursday, Nov. 17, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's Flagstaff 
regional office, 3500 S. Lake Mary Road, Flagstaff. 

• Thursday, Nov. 17, 6 p.m., Quality Inn and Suites, 420 E. Highway 70, 
Safford.  

• Friday, Nov. 18, 6 p.m., Arizona Game and Fish Department's Kingman 
regional office, 5325 N. Stockton Hill Road, Kingman. 

• Monday, Nov. 21, 6 p.m., Windemere Hotel, 2047 S. Highway 92, Sierra 
Vista. 

The December meeting of the Arizona Game and Fish Commission, at which a 
formal fee proposal will be made, is on Dec. 9-10, at the Francisco Grande Resort, 
26000 W. Gila Bend Highway, Casa Grande. 

 
Arizona Game and Fish Department Wildlife 

Calendar now on sale 
 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department is 
going to dazzle wildlife watchers yet again. The 
department’s 2006 Wildlife Calendar is on sale 
now and features a whole new year of fantastic 
up-close photographs of wild animals being 
wild. 

The calendar includes photos of a black bear 
taking a swim in a stream, a pyrrhuloxia 

feeding two hungry babies and an Arizona badger, which you do not want to mess 
with. These are just some of the magnificent photos we have gathered together for 
you for 2006. 

Professional wildlife photographers submitted their best work. The calendar also 
features a mountain lion, bobcat and a beautiful, bugling bull elk. Useful 
information inside includes tips for living with wildlife, information about wildlife 
watching and how you can have big fun hunting small game in Arizona.  

The calendar is on sale now for just $10. Order a copy to give as a gift during the 
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holiday season, and buy one for your desk or wall. You can pick up the calendar 
at any Arizona Game and Fish Department office around the state beginning 
November 1.  

 

Legislative Tours 
The Arizona Game and Fish Department legislative tours are in full swing.  
Popular tours include hunt patrols and weekly wolf surveys in the department 
plane.   

The purpose of these tours is to provide an opportunity for legislators and staff to 
become familiar with the Department and the services that we provide.  If you 
have any questions, regarding these tours please contact, Ben Alteneder, Assistant 
Legislative Liaison at (602) 789-3533. 

 
 
Squirrels may hold the key to reducing forest fire 
risks while protecting wildlife 
 
PHOENIX -  A group of squirrels may wind up teaching people how we can 
reduce the risk of catastrophic forest fires in Arizona while still maintaining 
enough good forest habitat for wildlife to live in and enjoy. The Arizona Game 
and Fish Department is launching a study where researchers are fitting about 45 
tree squirrels around the Flagstaff area with radio collars, so they can learn more 
about the squirrels' movements. 
 
 
"The hope is that we'll learn whether forest officials can protect our communities 
by clearing out lots of debris, trees, and other potential fuels that can burn in a 
forest fire without discouraging squirrels and other wildlife from living in those 
areas," says Catherine Wightman, an Arizona Game and Fish Department 
researcher.  
 
The researchers will use radio signals and telemetry to monitor the movements of 
the collared Abert squirrels in three different areas around Flagstaff, including 
Fort Valley, Kachina, and Mountainaire. In fact, homeowners may see the 
researchers at work, capturing the squirrels to put on the collars. The squirrels will 
be weighed, released, and then monitored for a two-year period. 
 
"We want to find out whether squirrels will use large areas of thinned-out forest, 
as long as forest officials leave some significant patches of dense forest canopy 
for the animals," says Fenner Yarborough, another Game and Fish researcher 
working on the project. "Squirrels are a good animal to follow in this study 
because there are plenty of them in the Flagstaff area, and they're a good indicator 
of how the other animals in the area will react to the forest-clearing methods." 
 
This squirrel study is one of several Arizona Game and Fish Department efforts 
related to forest restoration and reducing the risk of wildfires. Other efforts 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Condor Cottage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

include songbird counts around Flagstaff, counts of squirrel densities in the area, 
and a look at the foraging rates of birds in various habitats in the Flagstaff area. 
 
The squirrels that are being studied in this case are Abert or tassel-eared squirrels. 
They live in high-elevation pine forests in the southwestern United States and 
Mexico. The squirrels are gray with reddish backs and large fluffy tufts on their 
long ears. They grow to be about a foot long without their tail, which adds on 
approximately another 9 inches of length. 
 
 
PHOENIX -  With less than 300 California condors left in the world, it's important 
to offer the best possible health care to these endangered birds. The Arizona Game 
and Fish Department and The Peregrine Fund recently worked together to create 
an advanced, new condor treatment facility in the area of Arizona where dozens of 
condors live, near the Vermilion Cliffs National Monument.  
 
"Until now, condors had to be transported to Page, or even as far as the Phoenix 
area for emergency care," says Kathy Sullivan, a condor biologist with the 
Arizona Game and Fish Department. "At this new facility, we can develop X-rays, 
do exams and provide rehabilitation to the birds right in the area of Arizona where 
they live." 
  
The shell of the building was already there, but the new equipment and upgrades 
at the facility would have been helpful over the summer, when a condor was 
attacked by another animal, and biologists had to transport the dehydrated, injured 
bird to Flagstaff for X-rays and to The Phoenix Zoo for antibiotic treatment and 
attention. Luckily, that condor was quickly located after the attack, thanks to a 
satellite transmitter attached to its wings. Fast transport and good medical care 
helped the bird to fully recover. 
 
The $20,000 worth of upgrades and equipment to outfit the new condor treatment 
facility were paid for by the Arizona Game and Fish Department Heritage Fund. 
Arizona voters approved creation of the Heritage Fund in 1990, and all Heritage 
Fund money comes from Arizona Lottery ticket sales and goes to conservation 
efforts like protecting endangered species, educating children about wildlife and 
creating new opportunities for outdoor recreation. 
 
 
California condors have been federally listed as endangered since 1967. In 1982, 
only 22 condors were left in the world. Biologists captured them in an effort to 
save and breed the species. Experts now care for the birds and periodically release 
them in California, Mexico and Arizona, as the population begins to rebound.  
 
Condors were reintroduced in Arizona in 1996. Sixty of the birds now live in the 
wild in our state. Visitors can sometimes see the birds, which can have a wingspan 
of up to 9 1/2 feet, at the Vermilion Cliffs and at the Grand Canyon's South Rim. 
The condor reintroduction in Arizona is a joint project of several partners, 
including Arizona Game and Fish Department, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
The Peregrine Fund, Bureau of Land Management, National Park Service, Kaibab 
National Forest and Utah Division of Wildlife Resources. 
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November Dates and Events 
 
 
11/05/05  7:30 to 11:30 a.m.  
Kids Fishing Day   
Southwest Walleye Anglers presents Kids Fishing Day for children ages 4 through 
13. Free to the public. Game & Fish will supply loaner rods, reel and bait. Raffle 
at 11:30 a.m. sharp. Free hot dog, chips and soda for the kids. Red Mountain Park, 
7745 E Brown Rd , Mesa AZ. Contact Gary Kish 480-969-0355 E-Mail 
critbite@cableaz.com   
     
November 5, 2005   
Guided Birdwalk with Cindy Marple & Kathe Anderson 
  
Learn basic bird identification skills and sharpen talents such as birding-by-ear 
during guided birdwalks during October and November at Boyce Thompson 
Arboretum State Park. These alternate on Saturdays and Sundays through Nov. 
19. Walks are with Cindy Marple and Kathe Anderson Nov. 5, Melody Kehl and 
Marceline Vandewater Nov. 13 and Kurt Radamaker with Troy Corman Nov. 19. 
Birdwalks are included with regular park daily admission of $7.50 for adults, $3 
for ages 5-12. 
Web: http://ag.arizona.edu/bta 
  
    
     
Nov. 5, 2005   
8 am - 4 pm   
Pronghorn Antelope Habitat Improvement   
Volunteers will modify barbed wire fences and use hand loppers on sprouting 
junipers to improve habitat for pronghorn antelope. The project will be on Prescott 
National Forest lands, northeast of Cordes Junction. Directions: Exit I-17 at exit 
#268; go east on Dugas Road approximately 4 miles. Camp will be off to the right 
under some big shade trees before you cross the bridge (watch for arrow signs). 
The road to the campsite is well maintained. Some portions of the roads to the 
worksites may be rough; carpooling will be available from camp. (If it is rainy, all 
the roads may be very muddy and slippery.) Volunteers may camp on Friday 
and/or Saturday nights. The Arizona Antelope Foundation will provide dinner for 
the volunteers on Saturday evening at the camp. To volunteer or for more 
information, contact Troy Christensen at AGFD Access Coordinator, at 602-789-
3492 or  
or visit www.azantelope.org   
     
Nov. 10, 2005   
7:00 PM   
Predator Calling Seminar   
The Arizona Predator Callers are hosting a predator calling seminar on Thursday, 
November 10, 2005 at 7:00 PM. The will be held in the Fraternal Order of Police 
Lodge #9 at 1450 East Main Street. The FOP Lodge is on the North side of Main 
Street between Stapley and Gilbert road in Mesa. The meeting is free to APC 
members and students under 18, and $5 for non-members. Refreshments and door 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

prizes are included in the admission price. Please contact Mike Burris, APC Vice-
president at (480) 654-1411 if you have any questions. Web site 
azpredatorcallers.com   
     
November 19, 2005   
8:30-10:30 a.m.   
Guided Birdwalk with Kurt Radamaker with Troy Corman 
  
Learn basic bird identification skills and sharpen talents such as birding-by-ear 
during guided birdwalks at Boyce Thompson Arboretum State Park. The Nov. 19 
walk is the final one for 2005. The walk is guided by Kurt Radamaker and Troy 
Corman Nov. 19. Birdwalks are included with regular park daily admission of 
$7.50 for adults, $3 for ages 5-12. Visit http://ag.arizona.edu/bta 
  
     
Nov. 27, 2005   
1 pm   
Edible/Medicinal Plants of the Desert   
Ethnobotanist David Morris leads a one-hour walk along the Curandero Trail to 
teach visitors about jojoba, creosote, agave and other Sonoran Desert plants which 
have nourished and healed indigenous people here for millennia. This tour 
included with regular park admission of $7.50 for adults, $3 ages 5-12. Visit 
http://ag.arizona.edu/bta   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For additional information about Wildlife Matters Legislative Publication contact: 
Tony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 
Arizona Game and Fish Department 
602-789-3280 
or 
Ben Alteneder, Assistant Legislative Liaison 
602-789-3533 
 
 
 
Department Staff have contributed to this publication in the form of articles and photographs. 
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