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Weekly  Report  is  published  by  the  Arizona  Game  and  Fish  Department’s  Legislative  and 
Government  Affairs  Division.    While  the  state’s  Legislature  is  in  session,  Legislative  Staff 
provides a summary of bills that pertain to the Department, or that the Arizona Game and Fish 
Commission has voted to support or oppose, and a tracking list of bills that may have potential 
impacts  to  the state’s wildlife and wildlife  resources. The Legislative and Government Affairs 
Staff also actively monitors and reports on Congressional Legislation with potential impacts to 
the  Department,  and  those  reports  are  also  available  online  at: 
http://www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/legislative_affairs.shtml.   

 

Legislative News 
State Legislature 
• Yesterday,  after  the  resignation  of  Speaker  Kirk  Adams,  House  Republicans  elected 

Representative Andy Tobin  (District 1) as their new Speaker and Rep. Steve Court R‐Mesa as 
the  new Majority  Leader.    Adams  has  announced  his  bid  for  the  congressional  seat  being 
vacated by Congressman Jeff Flake.   The Governor has until Monday, May 2nd, to take action 
on pending  legislation. Below,  is  a breakdown on bills  tracked or ones  the Commission has 
taken a position on: 
 
FAILED 

• Strike Everything HB2114: NOW: fish eradication; moratorium; study committee as amended 
failed to pass (10‐50) on final reading in the House.  This measure would have made it a class 
one (highest) misdemeanor to engage in the eradication of existing fish populations as part of 
a native  fish  reintroduction program  in  the Sonoita Creek Watershed  through May 1, 2012.  
Would  have  established  a  six‐member  Joint  Legislative  Study  Committee  on  human  health 
risks associated with fish eradication to consider the methods of eradicating fish populations in 
state waters.   
 

• SB1517: transmission  lines; siting failed  in the House Committee of the Whole.   Would have 
provided  direction  with  regard  to  the  application  process  for  the  construction  of  a 
transmission line and issuance of the ACC certificate of environmental compatibility. 
 
PASSED 

• Third  Time’s  Charm!  HB2358: wildlife;  guides; wasted meat  was  signed  by  the  Governor 
yesterday.  This measure stipulates that person's hunting or fishing license may be revoked or 
suspended  for up  to  five years  for  taking game and knowingly permitting an edible portion 
(also defined) to go to waste, or for acting as a guide without being licensed.  Also modifies the 
definition of “guide” for the purposes of licensure by the Game and Fish Commission. 
 

• HB2006:  firearms  within  game  refuges;  shooting  ranges  was  signed  by  the  Governor 
yesterday.   This measure  repeals a  statute  that had declared  it  illegal  to have  "a device  for 
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taking game" within a game  refuge.   The  list of duties of  the Game and Fish Commission  is 
expanded  to  include adopting  rules  related  to  shooting  range operations at public  shooting 
ranges operated by the Commission.   Among the  items that may be addressed  is the sale of 
firearms and ammunition at the range.  
 

• HB2396: game and  fish;  trophies; enforcement amends  the  statute governing  the penalties 
associated with illegal taking of wildlife to specify that a person who is assessed civil damages 
for illegally taking wildlife is prohibited from applying for or obtaining a hunting license while 
an  action  for  damages  is  still  pending  or  until  all  damages  are  paid  in  full.    Fingerprinting 
clearance card language provides for that all employees and volunteers at the Game and Fish 
Dept  who  have  contact  with  children  or  vulnerable  adults  must  have  a  valid  fingerprint 
clearance  card.    Emergency  clauses  to  exempt  the  Game  and  Fish  Commission  from  rule‐
making  requirements  for  one  year  to  revise  its  rules  pertaining  to  watercraft  engine 
restrictions (Rose Canyon Lake Boy Scout canoeing petition) and the lawful methods of taking 
wildlife. 
 

• SB1012:  (Now:  lakes; non‐motorized watercraft;  rulemaking  exemption),  is  the  same Rose 
Canyon Lake rulemaking exemption language as above.  
 

• SB1229:  recreational users;  landowner  liability  indemnifies  a  landowner  from  liability  from 
claims by a recreational user of the  land, the definition of "recreational user"  is expanded to 
include a person who, without payment of an admission fee, engages  in off‐highway vehicle, 
off‐road recreational motor vehicle or the operation of aircraft.  The purchase of a state trust 
land recreational permit or of a off‐highway vehicle user indicia is not considered payment of 
an  admission  fee.    Additionally,  the  definition  of  "premises"  is  expanded  to  include water 
delivery or water drainage lands. 
 

• HB2623: landowner prohibition of hunting; posting was signed by the Governor on 4/19.  This 
Legislation  allows  for  criminal  trespassing  charges  to  be  brought  against  a  person  who  is 
hunting on posted private land only if the posted notices contain the words "no trespassing" or 
the person either remains unlawfully on  the  land after a reasonable request  to  leave by  the 
owner or other authorized person or  if  the person  knowingly disregards notices prohibiting 
trespass at the person's entry point to the property. 
 

• Finally, HCM2002:  remove  gray wolf;  endangered  species  is  a  postcard  to  Congress which 
urges  Congress  to  delist  the  gray  wolf  from  the  Endangered  Species  Act  and  return 
management of the species to the states, "unencumbered by federal interference."  
 
PENDING GOVERNOR’S ACTION 

• HB2314: boating safety; fees; fund passed the Senate 27‐3 and passed the House 58‐0 on final 
read  and  is  ready  for  the  Governor’s  signature.    This  measure  removes  the  authority  to 
administer the Law Enforcement and Boating Safety Fund (LEBSF) from the State Parks Board.  
States  that only  counties  that had  a  law enforcement  and boating  safety program  in effect 
before  July 1, 1990, are eligible  to receive monies  from  the LEBSF. Distribution of monies  to 
eligible counties shall be determined by a formula established annually by the Game and Fish 
Commission.   Criteria  to be used by  the Commission  to establish  the allocation  formula are 
changed.  Deletes the requirement that counties that receive LEBSF monies must match grants 
with own source funds. 
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• SB1334: hunting within city limits prohibits political subdivisions from enacting any ordinance 
or regulation  limiting the  lawful take of wildlife during open season established by the Game 
and Fish Commission. 

 
U.S. Congress 
• Congress is on recess until next week. 

_____________________________________________ 
 
POSTED CALENDARS AND COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

No pertinent committee agendas have been posted for this week. 
___________________________________________ 

 
Quick Reference 

AGFD-Tracked Legislation 
(For Period Ending Friday, April 29, 2011) 

 
LEGEND 
• Support – The Arizona Game and Fish Commission has voted to support these bills. 
• Oppose – The Arizona Game and Fish Commission has voted to oppose these bills. 
• Monitor – The Game and Fish Department is monitoring the progress of these measures, and 

the Arizona Game and Fish Commission has not taken a position on these measures.   
 

If you have questions relating to legislation, please contact:  
Tony Guiles, Legislative Liaison: aguiles@azgfd.gov 

Jorge Canaca, Asst. Legislative Liaison: jcanaca@azgfd.gov  
For additional personnel related legislation you can also link to: 

www.azasrs.gov/web/Legislation.do  
 
 

This publication may be found online: www.azgfd.gov 
 

 
 

Legislative Affairs Weekly Report 
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Bills Signed Or Filed Into Law 

H2006 (Chapter 276): FIREARMS; GAME REFUGES; SHOOTING RANGES - Lists: Support 
H2016 (Chapter 83): JLBC; JCCR; REPORTS - Lists: Monitor   
H2024 (Chapter 277): RETIREMENT; ASRS; AMENDMENTS - Lists: Monitor 
H2102: LICENSE ELIGIBILITY; AUTHORIZED PRESENCE- Lists: Monitor  
H2146 (Chapter 85): CONCEALED WEAPONS PERMIT; TRAINING - Lists: Monitor  
H2151 (Chapter 193): STATE EMPLOYEES; WAGE PAYMENTS - Lists: Monitor  
H2192 (Chapter 14): STATE LOTTERY; TRANSFER - Lists: Monitor  
H2227 (Chapter 194): DONATED MONIES; SEPARATE FUNDS; NO TRANSFERS - Lists: Monitor 
H2239 (Chapter 216): STATE PARKS BOARD; MEMBERSHIP - Lists: Monitor   
H2358 (Chapter 282): WILDLIFE; GUIDES; WASTED MEAT - Lists: Support 
H2360 (Chapter 111): GAME & FISH APPOINTMENT BOARD - Lists: Monitor  
H2396 (Chapter 113): GAME & FISH; TROPHIES; ENFORCEMENT - Lists: Support 
H2397 (Chapter 284): TRUST LANDS; SALE; TAXES - Lists: Monitor 
H2444 (Chapter 198): LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER DISCIPLINE - Lists: Monitor  
H2477: LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS; WITNESS; REPRESENTATION Lists: Monitor  
H2613: PEACE OFFICERS; MISCONDUCT - Lists: Monitor 
H2622 (Chapter 95): RECREATIONAL OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES - Lists: Monitor 
H2623 (Chapter 202): HUNTING; POSTED LAND; LANDOWNER PROHIBITION - Lists: Support 
H2627 (Chapter 176): SUNSET REVIEW; FACTORS - Lists: Monitor 
S1012 (Chapter 122): GAME & FISH DEPT; RULE-MAKING - Lists: Support 
S1057 (Chapter 244): LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS; DISCIPLINARY ACTION - Lists: Monitor 
S1228 (Chapter 68): TRUST LANDS; LONG-TERM LEASES; DEFAULT - Lists: Monitor 
S1229 (Chapter 123): RECREATIONAL USERS; LANDOWNER LIABILITY - Lists: Support 
S1235 (Chapter 230): LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS; DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES  
S1589 (Chapter 275): AUTHORIZED THIRD PARTIES; ADOT - Lists: Monitor 
S1612 (Chapter 24): BUDGET; GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS; FY2011-12 message - Lists: Monitor 
S1613 (Chapter 25): BUDGET; CAPITAL OUTLAY; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
S1614 (Chapter 26): BUDGET; BUDGET PROCEDURES; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
S1615 (Chapter 27): BUDGET; CONSOLIDATION; STATE AGENCIES - Lists: Monitor 
S1616 (Chapter 28): BUDGET; BRB; REVENUE; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
S1617 (Chapter 29): BUDGET; BRB; K-12 EDUCATION; FY2011-12  
S1618 (Chapter 30): BUDGET; BRB; HIGHER EDUCATION; FY2011-12  
S1619 (Chapter 31): BUDGET; BRB; HEALTH; FY2011-12  
S1620 (Chapter 32): BUDGET; BRB; WELFARE; FY2011-12  
S1621 (Chapter 33): BUDGET; BRB; CRIMINAL JUSTICE; FY2011-12  
S1622 (Chapter 34): BUDGET; BRB; GENERAL GOVERNMENT; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
S1623 (Chapter 35): BUDGET; BRB; REGULATION; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
S1624 (Chapter 36): BUDGET; BRB; ENVIRONMENT; FY2011-12 - Lists: Monitor 
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Bills Awaiting Signing 

H2274: INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS; TRIBES - Lists: Monitor 
H2314: STATE AGENCY FEES; COMMISSION - Lists: Support 
H2502: PUBLIC PROGRAMS; ADS; FUNDING SOURCE - Lists: Monitor 
S1201: FIREARMS OMNIBUS - Lists: Monitor 
S1329: PUBLIC EMPLOYEES; LOBBYING; POLITICAL ACTIVITIES - Lists: Monitor 
S1334: HUNTING WITHIN CITY LIMITS - Lists: Support 
S1546: EMINENT DOMAIN ON FEDERAL PROPERTY - Lists: Monitor 
S1609: RETIREMENT SYSTEMS; PLANS; PLAN DESIGN - Lists: Monitor 

 
Bills Vetoed 

H2707: GENERAL FUND REVENUE LIMIT - Lists: Monitor message 

4/28/11 4:26 PM 

H2577: LEGISLATIVE APPROPRIATIONS; FEDERAL MONIES -Lists: Monitor message 

4/27/11 9:10 AM 

S1561: LEGISLATIVE APPROPS; FEDERAL MONIES - Lists: Monitor  message 

4/27/11 9:06 AM 
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