
Hunt Recommendations
Commission Order 21: Waterfowl

General Waterfowl

Open Areas Legal WildlifeNotesSeason Dates

Open Areas do not include any area closed to hunting under A.R.S. Sections 17-303 and 17-304 or Commission Rules R12-4-301, R12-4-801, 
R12-4-802 and R12-4-803.

Desert Zone: those portions of Units 6 and 8 within 
Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B through 45

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules) 
Excluding scaup

(1,3,4,5)Oct 23, 2009 - Jan 31, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 1-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules) 
Excluding scaup

(2,3,4)Oct 9, 2009 - Jan 17, 2010

Desert Zone: those portions of Units 6 and 8 within 
Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B through 45

Scaup(1,3,4,5)Nov 7, 2009 - Jan 31, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 1-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

Scaup(2,3,4)Oct 24, 2009 - Jan 17, 2010

Desert Zone: those portions of Units 6 and 8 within 
Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B through 45 
EXCEPT Units 22, 23 and 27

White geese (snow, blue and Ross') 
and dark geese (Canada and white-
fronted)

(1,3,4,5)Oct 23, 2009 - Jan 31, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 2-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

White geese (snow, blue and Ross') 
and dark geese (Canada and white-
fronted)

(2,3,4)Oct 9, 2009 - Jan 17, 2010

Special Goose Seasons: Units 1 and 27 White geese (snow, blue and Ross') 
and dark geese (Canada and white-
fronted)

(3,4)Nov 15, 2009 - Jan 17, 2010

Special Goose Seasons: Units 22 and 23 White geese (snow, blue and Ross') 
and dark geese (Canada and white-
fronted)

(3,4)Nov 15, 2009 - Jan 31, 2010

LAWFUL TAKING DEVICE: Shotgun, crossbow, bow and arrow or falconry as prescribed in R12-4-304.

LICENSE REQUIRED: Any valid hunting license plus a valid Arizona Waterfowl Stamp and Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp (i.e., 
federal Duck Stamp).  Falconers must be licensed pursuant to R12-4-422 or exempted pursuant to R12-4-407.

SHOOTING HOURS: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset.

BAG LIMIT: The daily bag limit of ducks, including mergansers: Seven (7) per day not to include more than: two (2) redheads; one (1) 
pintail; seven (7) mallards, no more than two (2) of which may be female or Mexican-like ducks; two (2) scaup, and one (1) canvasback.  
Coots and common moorhens (gallinules): Twenty-five (25) per day, singly or in the aggregate.
Geese: Six (6) white geese (snow, including blue and Ross’ geese) per day and three (3) dark geese (Canada and white-fronted) per day.

FALCONRY BAG LIMIT: See Falconry-Only section.

POSSESSION LIMIT: The possession limit of ducks including mergansers: Fourteen (14) after opening day, only seven (7) of which may 
be taken any one day, but no more than:
a. four (4) redheads
b. four (4) female mallards or Mexican-like ducks
c. two (2) pintails
d. four (4) scaup 
e. two (2) canvasbacks 
Coots and common moorhens (gallinules): Twenty-five (25) singly or in the aggregate.
Geese: Twelve (12) white geese (snow, including blue and Ross’ geese) and six (6) dark geese (Canada and white-fronted).

FALCONRY POSSESSION LIMIT: See Falconry-Only section.

Juniors-Only Waterfowl

Open Areas Legal WildlifeNotesSeason Dates

Open Areas do not include any area closed to hunting under A.R.S. Sections 17-303 and 17-304 or Commission Rules R12-4-301, R12-4-801, 
R12-4-802 and R12-4-803.

Desert Zone: Those portions of Units 6 and 8 lying 
within Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B 
through 45

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules); 
Including white geese (snow, blue and 
Ross') and dark geese (Canada and 
white-fronted)

(1,3,4,5)Feb 6 - Feb 7, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 1-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A, and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules); 
Including white geese (snow, blue and 
Ross') and dark geese (Canada and 
white-fronted)

(2,3,4)Oct 3 - Oct 4, 2009
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Juniors-Only Waterfowl

Open Areas Legal WildlifeNotesSeason Dates

Open Areas do not include any area closed to hunting under A.R.S. Sections 17-303 and 17-304 or Commission Rules R12-4-301, R12-4-801, 
R12-4-802 and R12-4-803.

LAWFUL TAKING DEVICE: Shotgun, crossbow, or bow and arrow as prescribed in R12-4-304.

LICENSE REQUIRED: Any valid hunting license required for participating age 14 and 15; participants age 16 or older must have a valid 
Arizona Waterfowl Stamp and Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp (i.e., federal Duck Stamp); participants under 14 need not be 
licensed if accompanied by a licensed adult as prescribed in A.R.S. 17-335.

ELIGIBLE HUNTERS: Pursuant to R12-4-318 persons are eligible to participate throughout the calendar year of their 17th birthday.

SHOOTING HOURS: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset.

BAG LIMIT: The daily bag limit of ducks, including mergansers: Seven (7) per day not to include more than: two (2) redheads; one (1) 
pintail; seven (7) mallards, no more than two (2) of which may be female or Mexican-like ducks; two (2) scaup; and one (1) canvasback.
Coots and common moorhens (gallinules): Twenty-five (25) per day, singly or in the aggregate.
Geese: Six (6) white geese (snow, including blue and Ross’ geese) per day and three (3) dark geese (Canada and white-fronted) per day.
POSSESSION LIMIT: The possession limit of ducks including mergansers: Fourteen (14) after opening day, only seven (7) of which may 
be taken any one day, but no more than:

Falconry-Only Waterfowl

Open Areas Legal WildlifeNotesSeason Dates

Open Areas do not include any area closed to hunting under A.R.S. Sections 17-303 and 17-304 or Commission Rules R12-4-301, R12-4-801, 
R12-4-802 and R12-4-803.

Desert Zone: Those portions of Units 6 and 8 lying 
within Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B 
through 45

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules)

(4,6)Feb 1 - Feb 5, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 1-5, 7, 9, 11M, 12A and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

Ducks including mergansers, coots, 
and common moorhens (gallinules)

(2,4,6)Oct 3 - Oct 7, 2009

LAWFUL TAKING DEVICE: Falconry as prescribed in R12-4-318 and R12-4-101.

LICENSE REQUIRED: Any valid hunting license license plus valid Arizona Waterfowl Stamp and Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp 
(i.e., federal Duck Stamp).  Falconers must be licensed pursuant to R12-4-422 or exempted pursuant to R12-4-407.
HAWKING HOURS: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset.

BAG LIMIT: Three (3) per day.  Note: The aggregate falconry bag limit of all migratory game birds is three (3), comprised of any 
combination of migratory game bird species for which a general season, that includes falconry as a legal method of take, or a falconry-
only season is open.  Falconers should consult Commission Orders 19, 20, 21, and 22 for season dates and open areas.  The falconry 
bag limit is not in addition to the firearms bag limit.

POSSESSION LIMIT: Six (6) in the aggregate of all migratory game birds in season (Commission Orders 19 through 22) after opening 
day, of which no more than three (3) may be taken in any one day.

Notes:

Open areas include the Imperial, Cibola, Buenos Aires and Havasu National Wildlife Refuges EXCEPT for posted portions which shall be 
closed to all hunting, a fee may be required for hunting on National Wildlife Refuges, see refuge regulations.

1 .

Ashurst Lake in Management Unit 5B is closed to all waterfowl hunting.2 .

All areas within Arizona are designated nontoxic shot zones.  The use or possession of lead shot while waterfowl hunting is prohibited.  
Waterfowl includes ducks, geese, brant, swans and coots.  Lead shot includes plated lead shot.  Steel, bismuth, tungsten/iron, 
tungsten/polymer, tungsten-nickel-iron, and tungsten matrix shot are approved as nontoxic shot.

3 .

Persons 16 years of age or older must have in their possession a valid Federal Migratory Bird Hunting Stamp when taking ducks and 
geese, and a valid, signed Arizona Waterfowl Stamp attached to their hunting license or printed privileges on their license when taking 
ducks and geese.  This stamp or privilege will automatically register the holder for the federal Harvest Information Program for the taking 
of ducks and geese.  Persons 16 years of age and older must have in their possession a valid Arizona Migratory Bird Stamp or privilege 
when taking coots and common moorhens pursuant to A.R.S. 17-333.03 and R12-4-203.

4 .

Hunting is not permitted in Unit 42M in the following described area: those private lands lying just north of the Town of Cave Creek in 
Sections 10, 11, 12, 14, and 15 of Township 6 North, Range 3 East.

5 .

Falconry hunting will not be permitted on National Wildlife Refuges.6 .
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Hunt Recommendations
Commission Order 22: Common Snipe

General Common Snipe

Open Areas Legal WildlifeNotesSeason Dates

Open Areas do not include any area closed to hunting under A.R.S. Sections 17-303 and 17-304 or Commission Rules R12-4-301, R12-4-801, 
R12-4-802 and R12-4-803.

Desert Zone: those portions of Units 6 and 8 within 
Yavapai County and Units 10 and 12B through 45

Common snipe(1)Oct 23, 2009 - Jan 31, 2010

Mountain Zone: Units 1-5, 7, 9, 12A and those 
portions of Units 6 and 8 within Coconino County

Common snipe(2)Oct 9, 2009 - Jan 17, 2010

LAWFUL TAKING DEVICE: Shotgun, crossbow, or bow and arrow as prescribed in R12-4-304 and by falconry.

LICENSE REQUIRED: Any valid hunting license plus a valid Arizona Migraory Bird Stamp.  Falconers must be licensed pursuant to R12-
4-422 or exempted pursuant to R12-4-407.
SHOOTING HOURS: One-half hour before sunrise until sunset.

BAG LIMIT: Eight (8) per day.

POSSESSION LIMIT: Sixteen (16) common snipe after opening day, no more than eight (8) of which may have been taken in any one 
day.
FALCONRY BAG LIMIT: Three (3) per day.  Note: The aggregate falconry bag limit of all migratory game birds is three (3), comprised of 
any combination of migratory game bird species for which a general season, that includes falconry as a legal method of take, or a 
flaconry-only season is open.  Falconers should consult Commission Orders 19, 20, 21, and 22 for season dates and open areas.  The 
falconry bag limit is not in addition to the firearms bag limit.

FALCONRY POSSESSION LIMIT: Six (6) in the aggregate of all migratory game birds in season (Commission Orders 19 through 22) 
after opening day, of which no more than three (3) may be taken in any one day.
HARVEST INFORMATION PROGRAM (HIP): As required by A.R.S. 17-333.03 and R12-4-203, Snipe hunters age 16 and older shall 
have in their possession a valid Arizona Migratory Bird Stamp or printed privilege which will validate their license for the federal Harvest 
Information Program.  The Arizona Migratory Bird Stamp may be obtained on or after July 1, from any Arizona Game and Fish 
Department office or wherever hunting licenses are sold.

Notes:

Open areas include the Imperial, Cibola, Buenos Aires and Havasu National Wildlife Refuges EXCEPT for posted portions which shall be 
closed to all hunting.  A fee may be required for hunting on National Wildlife Refuges, see refuge regulations.

1 .

Ashurst Lake in Unit 5B is closed to common snipe hunting.2 .
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