
 
Minutes of the Telephonic Meeting of the 

Arizona Game and Fish Commission 

Monday, February 23, 2009 – 9:00 a.m. 

Arizona Game and Fish Department 

5000 W. Carefree Highway 

Phoenix, Arizona  85086 

  

PRESENT: (Commission) 

 

Via telephone: 

Chairman Robert D. Hernbrode 

Vice-Chair Jennifer L. Martin 

Commissioner Robert R. Woodhouse 

Commissioner Norman W. Freeman 

Chairman William H. McLean 

 

(Director’s Staff) 

 

In person: 

Director Larry D. Voyles 

Deputy Director Gary R. Hovatter 

Deputy Director Bob Broscheid 

 

Via telephone: 

Assistant Attorney General Jim Odenkirk 

 

Chairman Hernbrode called the meeting to order and requested that Director Voyles conduct roll 

call.  All Commissioners confirmed they were present via telephone.  There were several 

Department staff members present and no members of the public.  This meeting followed an 

agenda dated February 20, 2009. 

 

* * * * * 

 

1.  State and Federal Legislation 

 

Presenter:  Anthony Guiles, Legislative Liaison 

 

Mr. Guiles briefed the Commission on an amendment to HB 2235; Game and Fish Commission; 

Appointments, printed on February 18, 2009, and offered by Representative Jerry Weiers.  This 

amendment may be offered in Committee later today.  The Commission was provided with a 

copy of the amendment prior to this meeting for review (attached to these minutes). 

 

In a teleconference meeting dated January 23, 2009, the Commission voted unanimously to 

oppose HB 2235.  Mr. Guiles discussed with the Commission some of the changes from the 

original introduced version and the proposed amendment.  Discussion included the following 

issues: 

 In regards to “at least four of the Commissioners must…have held a valid hunting, 

fishing or combination hunting and fishing license for at least five of the preceding seven 

years”, the Department does not have the ability to track all licenses sold by dealers, so it 

would be up to the person applying for a Commission position to keep and have proof of 

all their licenses 

 Regarding the deadline for applications, as well as other language in the bill, it is 

ambiguous and not clear. 

 

Commissioner Freeman asked the Commission if they really wanted to go down the path of 

wordsmithing and finding a compromise when new or amended legislation was not where they 

wanted to go.  He understood that the Commission was opposed to changes to ARS 17-201 

because they believed in the current Commission system as it is. 
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Commissioner Martin stated that the current statute is sufficient and shouldn’t be changed, and 

further that there was no reason to make applying for a Commission position more restrictive and 

exclusive. 

 

Commissioner McLean added that the system is not broken and does not need fixed.  The current 

statute has worked well over the years and even if there is some room for potential compromise, 

this isn’t it. 

 

The Commission was in consensus and further discussed with Mr. Guiles that the Legislative 

Liaison Commissioners or their designee would plan to address the Legislature if possible on this 

item on behalf of the Commission. 

 

Commissioner McLean stated that he may testify if possible for his own reasons and not on 

behalf of the Commission. 

 

Mr. Odenkirk confirmed that Commissioner McLean could do that. 

 

Motion:  Martin moved and Woodhouse seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

OPPOSE THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO HOUSE BILL 2235 AND RECONFIRM ITS 

OPPOSITION TO HOUSE BILL 2235. 

 

Director Voyles conducted roll call as follows: 

Commissioner Hernbrode – Aye 

Commissioner Martin – Aye 

Commissioner Woodhouse – Aye 

Commissioner Freeman – Aye 

Commissioner McLean – Aye 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 

* * * * * 

 

2.  Call to the Public 

 

There were no members of the public present. 

 

* * * * * 

 

Motion:  Martin moved and McLean seconded THAT THE COMMISSION VOTE TO 

ADJOURN THIS MEETING. 

 

Vote: Unanimous 

 
 

 

* * * * * 

Meeting adjourned at 9:38 a.m. 
 
 

* * * * * 






