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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

HABITAT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

HABITAT ENHANCEMENT AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROPOSAL

	PROJECT INFORMATION 

	Project Title: East Sunset Fence Improvement
	Project No. 08-209

	Region/GMU: Region II, GMU 5A
	HPC: Forage Resource Study Group

	Project Type: Fence removal and replacement

	Project Description: This project would replace approximately 2.8 miles of fencing running from Highway 87 to the edge of East Sunset Mountain on the Clear Creek Ranch (Hopi 3).  The current fence is a page wire (woven wire) fence that provides a significant barrier to wildlife movement from East Sunset Mountain south towards the Coconino National Forest.  A replacement fence would be built to wildlife specifications to lessen negative impacts to wildlife in northern GMU 5A.
Wildlife Species to Benefit: Antelope, Elk,  and Mule Deer

	Possible Funding Partners: Clear Creek Ranch in matching labor.

	Implementation Schedule:                                    Beginning:     January 1, 2009                                  Completed:     June 30, 2011    
	NEPA Compliance: (if  applicable)                          Completed:    Yes ____    No ____                         Projected Completion Date:   NA       

	PROJECT FUNDING

	SBG Funds Requested:    $20,000.00
Cost Share Funds:            $ 30,000.00 in matching labor and donated materials
Total Project Costs:         $50,000.00 ($20,000 actual SBG costs)

	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

	Applicant: Garrett Fabian
(please print)

Telephone: 928-474-2053

	Address: Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
3500 S. Lake Mary Rd. Flagstaff, AZ 86001

 

	AGFD Contact and Phone No. 

(If applicant is not AGFD personnel)

	Coordinated with: Duane Coleman, Hopi 3 Ranch Manager
	Date: 2007/2008

	Applicant's signature:
	Date:


SEND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:

Game Branch

2221 W. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85023
mdisney@azgfd.gov

WAS PROJECT PRESENTED TO THE LOCAL HPC?           YES __X____           NO ______

HAS PROJECT BEEN SUBMITTED IN PREVIOUS YEARS?   IF SO WAS IT FUNDED?

No.
NEED STATEMENT/PROBLEM ANALYSIS: 

Fences are a necessary tool for land management, but have been documented to be detrimental to many wildlife species.  Mule deer and elk sometimes get caught and die while crossing fences, particularly if fences are not built and maintained to wildlife standards.  Pronghorn often cease movement between fenced pastures due to poor fencing and can result in die offs due to large snow events, such as the large Pronghorn die off on Anderson Mesa during the late 1960’s. Wildlife friendly fencing can aid in wildlife movement between pastures especially during critical times of migration.
This fence in particular is a significant barrier to movement, due to Highway 87 running on the west side and East Sunset Mountain running on the east side.  Wildlife is forced to find a way to cross this page wire fence. This area is vital winter habitat to elk, and year round habitat for Mule deer and Pronghorn.
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(Photo 1) Page wire fences are most detrimental to pronghorn movement and often restrict pronghorn to very fragmented habitat.  These fences create barriers and hazards to all other wildlife including Elk and Mule deer.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 

The objective of this proposed project is to remove approximately 2.8 miles of page wire fence.  The fence would then be replaced with a new 4 strand fence that would be built nearly to wildlife standards (T-posts every 20 feet instead of suggested 15 feet, due to cost).  This project would be a partnership between the Clear Creek Ranch and the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  This cooperative project would replace the currently deteriorating fence with a safer wildlife friendly fence with built in wildlife crossings (Goat bars and Elk jumps) to improve wildlife movement from East Sunset Mountain south to the Coconino National Forest.

It should be noted that the accomplishment of this project is not currently a necessary livestock management action.  The current fence, while timeworn, is functional.  The Clear Creek Ranch (Hopi 3) is an active member of the Forage Resource Study Group HPC and has continually worked to improve habitat conditions and allow sportsmen access.  
PROJECT STRATEGIES:

· Spring of 2008 had 600 T-posts donated for project (worth $5000)
· Spring of 2009 purchase remaining materials if the project is funded

· Spring of 2009 coordinated volunteer project to remove 1.4 miles of current page wire fence

· 2009 the Clear Creek Ranch will build 1.4 miles of 4 strand wildlife friendly fencing using labor as match

· Spring of 2010 coordinated volunteer project to remove the remaining 1.4 miles of page wire fencing

· 2010 the Clear Creek Ranch will build the last 1.4 miles of 4 strand wildlife friendly fencing using labor as match

PROJECT LOCATION:

The project will occur north of the Coconino National Forest boundary within Unit 5A.  The project area is part of the Clear Creek Ranch owned by Hopi 3 Canyon Ranches. The project will take place east of HYW 87 to Clear Creek and north of the forest boundary on checkerboard private and State Trust Land (See Attached Map).  The specific areas of treatment are in T16N, R 13E, Section 34, and T 17 N, R 13 E, Sections 1, 2, and 3. This project is on the boarder of several different sections, so the actual section is difficult to identify.  Please refer to the Topographical map attached for actual gps location. 
LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE (Please state specifically if private property and provide landowner’s name): This project will occur on the private property of the Clear Creek Ranch (Hopi 3) managed by Duane Coleman, as well as AZ State Trust Lands.  The ownership of these lands is checkerboard fashion with odd numbered sections being private property.
IF PRIVATE PROPERTY, IS THERE A STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LANDOWNER AND THE DEPARTMENT? Yes, there are several access agreements.  The Hopi 3 Canyon Ranches provide AZ hunters valuable access to its ranches.
HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  

Plains Great Basin Grassland, and Juniper Woodland in shallow soils along drainages associated with Clear Creek drainage.  The area has a good browse component made up of cliff rose, winter fat, and morman tea. 

ITEMIZED USE OF FUNDS: 

20 
2.5 x 2.5 angle post at $56.49 each = 
$1,129.80
34 
2x2 angle post braces at $44.91 each = 
$1526.94

108 
post mix at $4.13 each = 


$446.04

12 
Barbless wire rolls at $95.83 each = 
$1149.96

36 rolls 
2 barbed wire at $99.68 each = 

$3588.48

200 
6’ T-posts at $8.31 each = 


$1662.00

3200 
T-post clips at $.05 each = $


160.00

2400 
2x2 wood stays at $3.25 each = 

$7800.00

3 
14-gauge tie wire rolls at $53.08 each = 
$159.24







Tax = 

$1529.63






Total=

$19152.09

LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION:

Clear Creek Ranch (Hopi 3) will oversee fence building operations and State Land permitting process for range improvement. This includes an estimated $25,000 in matching labor to install the fence. Several volunteer groups such as Arizona Wildlife Federation, Arizona Antelope Federation, and Grand Canyon Trust have been identified as potential volunteer groups for the page wire fence removal. AZGFD will provide technical support, field support, and goat bars/ elk jumps to maximize wildlife benefit.  In addition, AZGFD has provided technical support during project initiation and HPC proposal construction. 

PROJECT MONITORING PLAN:

No monitoring would occur other than project oversight and random site visits to identify additional crossings for wildlife that would need modification. This would be completed by the local Wildlife Manager and the Clear Creek Ranch.
PROJECT MAINTENANCE:

Little maintenance would be needed other than minor fence repairs as needed.
PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT TO BE FILED BY:  

Garrett Fabian or the local Wildlife Manager at the time.
WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (see attached worksheet):

N/A
TREE SHEARING (AGRA-AXE, PUSH) PROJECTS (see attached worksheet):

N/A
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