Habitat Enhancement Project Proposal

Page 3
Game/Development Branch



ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

HABITAT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

HABITAT ENHANCEMENT AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROPOSAL

	PROJECT INFORMATION 

	Project Title: Wright Creek Riparian Habitat Protection Project
	Project No. 08-311

	Region/GMU: 18A
	HPC:

	Project Type: Fencing

	Project Description: For many years, the Wright Creek Riparian area on the BLM’s Crozier Canyon Grazing Allotment has experienced extensive stream-bank destabilization and degradation to the riparian plant community due to heavy livestock grazing pressure.  The degradation began prior to 1995 with the failure of the livestock exclusion fencing that previously protected Wright Creek.  This problem has been exacerbated by previous seasonal inadequacy of water availability on the ranch. However, in recent months, the Rancher has been cooperating closely with BLM and AGFD, and has begun implementing various rangeland improvements to preserve and enhance wildlife habitat, while at the same time providing better distribution of livestock utilization on the ranch.  Recent improvements have included the renovation of four large dirt tanks, and the installation and improvements to numerous wells, tanks, troughs, and water distribution systems providing reliable year-round water availability for wildlife and livestock on the allotment.  The recent water improvements that have been implemented on the ranch have set the stage for the next phase of habitat improvement - the restoration of riparian health on Wright Creek.

The project entails construction approximately 8 miles of wildlife-friendly fencing that will exclude cattle from roughly 4 miles riparian habitat on Wright Creek.  The Bureau of Land Management will be providing the barbed wire, smooth wire, wooden stays, and labor for this project.  They are seeking financial assistance to cover the cost of (#2600) 6’ green metal T-posts rated at 1.25#/ft.  Upon completion, the fence will be maintained by Crozier Ranch personnel, and monitored by BLM and AGFD, to determine if Elk jumps are warranted in key locations - to ensure that fencing integrity is maintained.
Upon completion, Wright Creek’s riparian health should recover, enabling it to better meet the habitat needs of the diversity of wildlife present on the ranch.  When coupled with the overall improvement to rangeland and riparian health made possible by recent and proposed improvements on the ranch, an increasing long-term benefit to wildlife, habitat, and the many individuals that hunt in unit 18A can be anticipated.  As habitat recovers, it is likely that wildlife productivity and recruitment will increase.  When coupled with the fact that the Rancher has just recently signed an initial  2-Year Cooperative Stewardship Access Agreement with AGFD, the stage has been set for improved habitat, wildlife, and hunting opportunities.
Wildlife Species to Benefit: Elk, Mule Deer, Antelope, Javelina, and numerous small game species including Predators, Dove, Gambel Quail, Rabbits, and a diversity of other small game species.

	Possible Funding Partners: Bureau of Land Management (Kingman Office)

	Implementation Schedule:                                       Beginning:         October 2008                                 Completed:        January 2009
	NEPA Compliance: (if  applicable)                          Completed:    Yes __X__    No ____                        Completion Date: 12/18/07 – (BLM Notice of Final  Decision)     

	PROJECT FUNDING

	SBG Funds Requested:    $18,200.00
Cost Share Funds:            $53,200.00
Total Project Costs:         $71,400.00

	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

	Applicant:  Trevor Buhr
                     Region III - Habitat Program Manager Telephone: 928-692-7700 ext. 2305
Applicant:  Gary Overson (Crozier Ranch)
Telephone:  928-716-2130

	Address:    Arizona Game and Fish Department

                    Region III
                    5325 N. Stockton Hill Blvd.
                    Kingman, AZ  86401

Address:   Gary Overson

                   PO Box 22

                   Valentine, AZ  86437



	Applicant's signature:
	Date:


SEND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:

Game Branch

2221 W. Greenway Rd.
Phoenix, AZ 85023
mdisney@azgfd.gov

WAS PROJECT PRESENTED TO THE LOCAL HPC?           YES ______           NO __X___

The project will be proposed to the Prescott HPC due to the absence of a functioning HPC in  Kingman.
HAS PROJECT BEEN SUBMITTED IN PREVIOUS YEARS?   IF SO WAS IT FUNDED?

It has not been previously submitted.
NEED STATEMENT/PROBLEM ANALYSIS: 
The Wright Creek riparian area, a key habitat component for Elk and a wide variety of wildlife species on Crozier Ranch, has been compromised and degraded by heavy grazing pressure.  This has resulted in a decrease in riparian health and function, as well as decreased utility to wildlife.
PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 

Construct standard game fencing to exclude cattle from the riparian area of Wright Creek - while remaining permeable to Elk, Mule Deer, and resident wildlife.
PROJECT STRATEGIES:

In consultation with AGFD, BLM will construct approximately 8 miles of fencing that meets the following wildlife friendly specifications: 42” tall, with 3 wooden stays situated between 6’ tall green metal T-posts spaced 16’ apart.  The first wire will be smooth, and located at least 16” above the ground.  The second, third and fourth wires will be barbed, with the second wire 6” above the first, the third wire 8” above the second, and the top wire 12” above the third wire – to provide kick space to prevent wildlife entanglement.
PROJECT LOCATION:

Crozier Ranch, Valentine, AZ    (Following Wright Creek -extending from T 23N, R 12W Section 10 to Section 6)
· See Attached BLM Map
LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE (Please state specifically if private property and provide landowner’s name):

Public Lands under management of the Bureau of Land Management – Kingman Field Office
IF PRIVATE PROPERTY, IS THERE A STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LANDOWNER AND THE DEPARTMENT?

Yes – Cooperative Stewardship Access agreement dated June 24, 2008
HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  

The project location is characterized as high-elevation riparian habitat with associated Cottonwood/Willow Gallery Forest located in Pinyon-Juniper Upland communities trending into Semi-Desert Grasslands.
ITEMIZED USE OF FUNDS: (For approximately 8 miles of fencing)
BLM Contributions:

Barbed Wire: 96 rolls at an approximate cost of  


$5,800.00 
Smooth Wire: 32 rolls at an approximate cost of   


$1,400.00
Stretch Panels (Green Metal): 50 at an approximate cost of

$2,500.00
Wooden Fence Stays: 3,000 (cut on site - estimated labor cost) 
$3,500.00
BLM estimated funding for labor: 




$40,000.00 
Cost Share Funds:            





$53,200.00
SBG Funds Requested:   





$18,200.00

(Based on an estimated cost of $7.00/unit for 2,600 6’ (1.25#/foot) green metal)
Total Project Costs:         





$71,400.00
LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION:

BLM and Ranch Personnel – as described in “Project Strategies”, “Itemized Use of Funds”, and “Project Maintenance” portions of this application.
PROJECT MONITORING PLAN:

Periodic monitoring will be carried out by Crozier Ranch personnel, BLM Range Conservationists, and the Wildlife Manager assigned to GMU 18A (Currently Lainie Ozment).
PROJECT MAINTENANCE:

Crozier Ranch personnel will provide periodic maintenance, and make necessary repairs to ensure continued fence integrity .
PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT TO BE FILED BY:  

Wade Albrecht, Trevor Buhr, and/or resident Wildlife Manager Lainie Ozment
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