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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

HABITAT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

HABITAT ENHANCEMENT AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROPOSAL

	PROJECT INFORMATION 

	Project Title:    Capture and translocation of bighorn sheep from the Trigo Mountains of Unit 43B
	Project No. 08-401

	Region/GMU:    Region IV
	HPC:     SW Arizona

	Project Type:     Bighorn Sheep Transplants

	Project Description:     Fifteen to 25 bighorn sheep will be captured from the Trigo, Chocolate, Mohave Peak and Mohave Tank mountains of  GMU 43B and released at a location to be determined.    Exactly how many animals can be taken from this herd will be determined after fall 2009 surveys.  To facilitate post-release monitoring, 50% of the sheep will be outfitted with radio collars.  Aerial monitoring of the transplanted animals will be conducted monthly for at least 2 years.
Wildlife Species to Benefit:     Bighorn Sheep – 100%

	Possible Funding Partners:

	Implementation Schedule:

Beginning:     November 2009
Completed:     July 2010

	PROJECT FUNDING

	SBG Funds Requested:    $     18739
Cost Share Funds:            $     2600
Total Project Costs:          $     21339

	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

	Applicant:     Bob Henry
(please print)
Telephone:     928-341-4048

	Address:     9140 E 28th St
                    Yuma, AZ 85365 

 

	AGFD Contact and Phone No. 

(If applicant is not AGFD personnel)

	Coordinated with:   U.S. Army, Yuma Proving Ground; and BLM, Yuma Field Office 
	Date:

	Applicant's signature:
	Date:


SEND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:

Game Branch

2221 W. Greenway Rd.

Phoenix, AZ 85023

rothompson@azgfd.gov
NEED STATEMENT/PROBLEM ANALYSIS: 

There exists a great need for desert bighorn sheep of the Mexicana subspecies for translocation to a number of sites.  In some cases the purpose would be to reestablish bighorns where they’ve been extirpated, and in other cases to augment extant but small and decreasing herds.  The usual source for desert bighorns has been the Kofa National Wildlife Refuge, but this herd has declined recently and will not have sheep available for transplant for a number of years.   The nearby Trigo Mountains has a robust herd of sheep numbering over 300 and this number has been increasing.  We should be able to take some of these sheep for transplant in 2009.  There are a number of areas in Arizona where these sheep could be moved, such as the Harquahala Mountains in Unit 44A, the Maricopa Mountains in Unit 39E, the Catalina Mountains in Unit 33 or the Mineral Mountains in Unit 37B.  The site in greatest need of sheep in 2009 will be determined before the time of capture in November 2009.
PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 

1) Establish desert bighorn sheep in historic sheep habitat.

2) Monitor transplanted sheep after release.

PROJECT STRATEGIES:

1) Capture for transplant 15 to 25 desert bighorn sheep.

2) Radio collar 10 sheep before release.

PROJECT LOCATION:

Capture will take place in any or all of the mountain ranges within GMU 43B, including the Trigo, Mohave Peak, Mohave Tank and Chocolate mountains.  This area is located north of Yuma and east of the Colorado River in Yuma and La Paz counties.
LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE (Please state specifically if private property and provide landowner’s name):

Federally owned land managed by the U.S. Army Yuma Proving Ground and the Bureau of Land Management, Yuma Field Office.
HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  

The Trigo Mountains are Sonoran desert scrub throughout, with rocky, steep mountain ridges separated by wide alluvial relatively flat valleys.  The area is bounded on the west by the Colorado River.
ITEMIZED USE OF FUNDS: 

Approximately $14,739 will be requested by the aviation office of Game and Fish for payment to the outside helicopter contractor.  About $3,000 will be requested by Game Branch of AGFD for the purchase or refurbishing of radio collars.  About $1,000 will be billed by Region IV, AGFD for the purchase of miscellaneous supplies.  Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society volunteers and veterinary services will donate approximately $2600 in time and supplies. 

Helicopter Services:



Capture - 2 ships, 1.5 days, 5 hours per day

15hours @ $718/hr

=
$10770
Ferry -  
7 hours @ $567/hr

=
$  3969
Radio Collars:

10 collars @ $300



=
$ 3,000

Miscellaneous Supplies (ear tags, medical, etc.):

=
$ 1,000

Volunteer Labor (10 people x 16 hours @ $10/hour)

=
$1,600


Volunteer Veterinary Services




=
$1,000 

________



Total

=
$21339
LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION:

The U.S. Army, Yuma Proving Ground and the Bureau of Land Management, Yuma Field Office will have to approve capture operations on the lands under their responsibility.  Employees of the Game and Fish Department, volunteer veterinarians and labor will perform the actual capture and transplant work, with a professional outside contractor providing helicopter services.

PROJECT MONITORING PLAN:

Monitoring of radio collars will continue monthly for at least 2 years at the release site, and costs are associated with fixed-wing use and personnel time.  Annual fall population surveys will be needed to track population changes, both in the source and the receiving populations.  

PROJECT MAINTENANCE:

N.A.
PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT TO BE FILED BY:  

Bob Henry, AGFD Region IV

