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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

HABITAT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM

HABITAT ENHANCEMENT AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT PROPOSAL

	PROJECT INFORMATION 

	Project Title: North Ash & South Ash Creek Water System
	Project No. 08-521

	Region/GMU: Region 5 /  GMU 32
	HPC: Safford

	Project Type: Water Redevelopment

	Project Description: The North Ash & South Ash Creeks Water Systems; which is comprised of springs, spring boxes, pipelines, storage tanks, drinkers and a dirt tank.  These improvements have been used for decades to collect, store and distribute water.  They have gotten old and no longer serviceable and need to be reconstructed.  The project proposes to replace water storages with two 5,000 gallon and one 3,200 gallon storage tanks, replace six drinkers (most nonfunctional) with new or repair old troughs, reconstruct two spring boxes, replace 1 mile of pipeline, maintain 5 miles of pipeline and reconstruct one dirt tank. 
Wildlife Species to Benefit: Whitetail Deer (50%), Mule Deer (30%), Mearns Quail (10%) and Gould’s Turkey (10%). 

	Possible Funding Partners:



	Implementation Schedule:

Beginning:  October 2008
Completed: September 2009


	PROJECT FUNDING

	SBG Funds Requested:    $18,000
Cost Share Funds:            $28,000
Total Project Costs:          $46,000


	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

	Applicant: Toni Strauss
Telephone:  928-428-4150

	Address:        Safford Ranger District 

711 14th Avenue, Suite D

Safford AZ  85546
  

	AGFD Contact and Phone No.:  John Bacorn – 520-348-6056
(If applicant is not AGFD personnel)

	Coordinated with: Bob & Jorene Bell, John & Sandra McDonald
	Date: June 25, 2008

	Applicant's signature:
	Date:


NEED STATEMENT/PROBLEM ANALYSIS: 

There is a need to improve water availability for White-tailed deer, mule deer, turkey, quail and all wildlife species in the Galiuros Mountains.  The Galiuros Mountains has very few permanent water sources during the dry summer months, especially in dry years.  Wildlife within the North and South Ash Creek area depend upon dirt tanks and a few springs to provide for their water requirements.  Few of the dirt tanks are dependable during the summer months and many of the springs are known to dry during the summer months as well.  This is why there is a need to develop a series of troughs, piping and storage systems to capture and store water from the springs during the wet months in order to provide an available water source during the summer months.
PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 
Improve quality and quantity of wildlife habitat for White-tailed deer, Mearns quail, Gould’s turkey and all wildlife species though improving water distribution and availability year round.
PROJECT STRATEGIES: 
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Phase 1 consists of renovating Bear Springs, replacing 1 mile of pipeline in Bear Canyon, replacing an old metal unserviceable storage tank with a new 5,000 gallon storage tank near the mouth of Bear Canyon, installing a new 3,200 gallon storage tank in South Ash Canyon, renovating one water trough and installing two new water troughs.  Two of the water troughs will be in close proximity to the storage tanks and the other water trough is just downstream from Bear Springs.  
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The two water troughs adjacent to the storage tanks will be utilized by livestock and wildlife and the upper water trough near Bear Springs will mainly be utilized by wildlife.  All troughs will be modified to allow for the ingress and egress of small wildlife species as well as access for big game species and water will be maintained in the troughs year round.  Livestock are only grazed within the South Ash allotment from November through April.  Therefore, livestock will not be in the allotment during the summer months, but water will be maintained during the dry months when most needed by wildlife species.
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Phase 2 consists of renovating Upper Ash Springs, repairing pipeline, replacing three water troughs and replacing an old metal unserviceable storage tank with a new 5,000 gallon storage tank.  The upper trough will be approximately .5 miles from the spring and the middle trough approximately 1.25 miles and the storage and lower trough at about 2.3 miles from the spring.
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All troughs will be available to wildlife and livestock   All troughs will be modified to allow for the ingress and egress of small wildlife species as well as access for big game species and water will be maintained in the troughs year round.  Livestock are only grazed within the North Ash allotment from December through April. Therefore, livestock will not be in the allotment during the summer months, but water will be maintained during the dry months when most needed by wildlife species.

PROJECT LOCATION:  
The project site is located approximately 30 miles northwest of Willcox AZ in the southeast end of the Galiuros Mountains in GMU 32 (R. 21 E., T. 11 S., Sections 6, 7, 16, 17 & 9).  Phase 1 of the project is located in South Ash Canyon and Phase 2 of the project is located in North Ash Canyon.
LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE (Please state specifically if private property and provide landowner’s name):  USDA Forest Service
IF PRIVATE PROPERTY, IS THERE A STEWARDSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LANDOWNER AND THE DEPARTMENT?  N/A
HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  The bottoms of the canyons are Rocky Mountain Riparian Forest Vegetation and the ridges are Oak Woodland-Scrub. 
ITEMIZED USE OF FUNDS: 

Approximately $28,000 previously spent by USFS and permittee’s.  

Purchased two 5,000 and one 3,200 gallon Storage Tanks, replaced 23,760 ft. of 1 ¼ inch 200 psi black plastic pipe, reconstructed Bear Canyon Spring Box and purchased or restored 6 water troughs or drinkers. 
1- Road and site preparation (Equip&Operation)            = $16,000
2- Spring Box Repair and Water Trough replacement.    = $  2,000
                                                         HPC funds application =$ 18,000                            

LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION:

Forest Service will be responsible to oversee the water developments.  AGFD and permittee’s may assist with funding and labor.  
PROJECT MONITORING PLAN:

Forest Service permittee will provide year round monitoring of the project, USFS Personnel and AGFD personnel will conduct periodic monitoring.
PROJECT MAINTENANCE:
Grazing permittee will be responsible for maintenance under his/her Term Grazing Permit. 
PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT TO BE FILED BY:  Safford Ranger District, Coronado National Forest. 
WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (see attached worksheet): Pages 8.  
TREE SHEARING (AGRA-AXE, PUSH) PROJECTS (see attached worksheet):  N/A
ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT

WATER DEVELOPMENT WORKSHEET
PROJECT NAME:  North Ash Creek Water System 
1)
Is the water development listed as a priority in the most recent “Wildlife Water Development 

Annual Implementation Schedule?”   No
2)
Please list the Development Branch personnel and date coordinated with for this project.
             Joe Currie @ (623) 236-7867
3)
What are the estimated annual inches of precipitation for the area? (mark one)


___2-4   ___4-6   ___6-8   ___8-10   _x__10-12   ___12-14   ___14-16   ___>16

4)
Is there a perennial water source available to big game within four miles of this project?



__x_YES (please complete #5 below)
___NO (skip #5 below)

5)
For the accessible, perennial water source nearest this project:

Name of water source: Bull Tank, Saddle Tank & Forest Tank. 


Type of water source (catchment, spring, dirt tanks, etc.):  dirt tanks

Ownership of water source: USFS 


Distance in miles from project: Two to Four Miles  

6)
Is the target wildlife species a result of transplant efforts?  ___YES
__x _NO

7)
Please list any special land management status for the project site (i.e. Wilderness, National Park, National Monument, etc).  If private land, list landowner.  No special land management status other than National Forest 
8)
Please provide the following information about access to the proposed site:


Type of access (mark one):   _x__2x4 vehicles  ___4x4 only  _x_foot only**


   **If foot access only:  Distance in miles: 3 miles Approx. hiking time: 1 ½ hours. 


-- Does access to this site require crossing private or tribal lands? ___YES  _x _ NO


-- Please describe any restrictions to public access:  None
9) Please list below (or on a separate sheet) the material type and dimensions of each component proposed to be added, modified, or repaired. Add two 5,000 gallon black plastic water storage tanks.  Add six plastic 300 gallon water troughs, reconstruct spring boxes and covers.  Repair 13,200 ft. of 11/4 inch, 200 psi black plastic pipe and replace one mile of 11/4 inch, 200 psi black plastic pipeline.
10) Was a site visit completed? _x_ Yes    ___No



If Yes, please list personnel that attended and date:  Chuck Duncan, Mike Wear, John McDonald                             and Jorene Bell.  John Bacorn conducted site visits at a later date.
Project Completion Report

(Please complete the report and forward to Game Branch

within 30 days of the completion of the project.  THANK YOU!)
Project Title:  
Project number:  

GMU:  

Project Coordinator (if not applicant):  

Agency:  

Address:  




Phone:  

Email:  

Project Completion Date  

COOPERATING AGENCIES AND/OR CONSERVATION GROUPS, LANDOWNERS, ETC.:

PROJECT ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
PROJECT RESULT ACTIONS:

(List practices implemented as a result of project, i.e. area rested from grazing for 2 yrs., season recommendations revised based on new distributions, data received from project, etc.)

COMMENTS ABOUT THE PROJECT:

(Please list updates, reports, concerns, suggestions)  

MAINTENANCE/MONITORING SCHEDULE (from this point on): WHO and WHEN?

PHOTO:  (Please attach)

Mail completed Project Completion Form to:

Game Branch

Arizona Game and Fish Department

2221 W. Greenway Road

Phoenix, AZ  85023

mdisney@azgfd.gov
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Middle Trough in North Ash
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Upper Trough in Bear Canyon








