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ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT


HABITAT PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 


WILDLIFE HABITAT ENHANCEMENT PROPOSAL
	
PARTICIPANT INFORMATION:                                                           08-606

	Applicant:  Jose Rodriguez
	Address   
Arizona Game and Fish Dept

7200 E. University

Mesa, AZ 85207

	
PROJECT INFORMATION

	Project Title:  Bobtail Spring Developement 

	Brief Description of the Enhancement Project:  
I propose to pipe water from Bobtail Spring located south of the Pinals on Tonto National Forest property to two drinkers (1 for livestock and 1 for wildlife), which will be held in a storage tank near Pioneer Basin. This would allow an occurring riparian area to further develop and keep livestock out of the area. The project area is quality year round white tail deer habitat; however, the vicinity has very little year round water.  There is currently an old pipeline that runs from a constant water source from a mine, which would provide the water needed to the holding tank and drinkers. My proposal's objective is to have AZGFD provide materials for the project from Special Tags Funds. The local rancher from the Lyons Fork Allotment (Goverment Springs Ranch) has also volunteered to provide heavy equipment and labor. The primary project accomplishment will be to provide reliable year round water into important white tail habitat in the southern portion of AGFD management unit 24A near the Pinal Mountains. This area will be monitored after the project is completed to determine the extent of deer use. The area will be surveyed during post season surveys, and examined at other times of the year to quantify deer use of the area, and to insure that water is available.
Wildlife Resource(s)/Species to Benefit- White tail deer 70%, Mule Deer 15% Javelina 15%

	Duration of the Enhancement Project: September 1, 2008-June 30, 2009


	Enhancement Project Funding:  

     Total Project Dollars Requested:          $   9623  
          Cost Share Dollars Available:         $           
                      Total Project Costs:          $      9623      

If a more detailed budget analysis is available, please attach and signify here!        

	Applicant's signature:
	Date:

08/29/08



SEND COMPLETED APPLICATIONS TO:


Game Branch


5000 W. Carefree HWY

 Phoenix, AZ 85023

PROJECT LOCATION:  
The coordinates for the suggested sites of the drinkers, holding tank, and water source are as followed:
WILDRINKER: 33 o15.343, 110 o50.694 el. 5729
HOLDING TANK: 33 o15.418, 110 o50.632   el. 5635
BOBTAIL SPRING: 33 o15.382, 110 o50.245   el. 5274
NEED STATEMENT/PROBLEM ANALYSIS: The project area is quality year round white tail deer habitat; however, the vicinity has very little year round water.  There is currently an old pipeline that runs from a water source from a mine, which would provide the water needed to the holding tank and drinkers during dry months of the year. How much water the source actually has is unknown.
PROJECT OBJECTIVES: The primary objective of this project is to allow cattle to utilize water from a source away from the spring allowing it to develop. Second it would provide year round water for whitetail, mule deer, javelina and many small game species. 

HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  The project area is primarily chaparral.  Dominant species include, but not limited to scrub oak, manzanita, and catclaw.  Grasses include desert 3-awn, curly Mesquite, and sideoats.  
LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE:  The project is located on Tonto National Forest, Globe Ranger District.  The permittee is John Hoopes of the Lyons Fork Allotment, Government Springs Ranch.

LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION:  

(e.g. supply materials, provide equipment or volunteer labor, etc.)

Arizona Game and Fish Department will provide materials.
I will conduct the EA checklist. 

Tonto National Forest will conduct NEPA and ARC clearances.
The permitee will also provide labor and all required machinery for this project.

If this project is funded, who will request payment, for what amounts, and for which project components? 

I will request funding from the Arizona Game and Fish Department Special Tags Fund for $9,623, which will go towards purchasing materials.  No other components will be paid.

Schedule of project accomplishments and deliverables: 

The primary project accomplishment will be to allow cattle to utilize a water source nearby away from the occurring riparian area and to provide reliable year round water into important white tail habitat in the southern portion of AGFD management unit 24A near the Pinal Mountains.   This area will be monitored after the project is completed to determine the extent of deer use.  The area will be surveyed during post season surveys, and examined at other times of the year to quantify deer use of the area, and to insure that water is available.

Photographs will be taken during project construction and submitted to the Game Branch funds administrator, and an article could be generated for the Wildlife Views to illustrate the importance of pursuing joint projects which are valuable to livestock as well as wildlife.
List any long term costs that must be considered and provided for if this project is funded (e.g. monitoring, maintenance, fuel, etc.).  

Long term costs such as maintenance will be provided by the livestock permittee (Randy Mueller).  The Arizona Game and Fish Department will not be responsible for any funding beyond that which is specified in this application.    

WATER  DEVELOPMENT  PROPOSALS ONLY

1)
What is the estimated annual precipitation for the area?

Twelve inches
2) How far is the nearest available/accessible perennial water?

The nearest year round reliable water source is 0.75 miles away in an area that is very rough. The reliability of springs and the status of the improvements in the pasture are largely unknown at this time.  

3) What is the current condition and trend of the range?

The current conditions are improving with the aid of annual rainfall and cattle rotation. The current permittee, who recently purchased the ranch, is attempting to improve past overuse by the previous ranch owner by improving livestock distribution. 

4)
Is the target wildlife a result of transplant efforts?  

All target species are naturally occurring, and not a result of transplants.

4) Has a site been selected and evaluated with cooperators and Development  Branch?

It has been evaluated with the permittee and myself.  Due to the deadline of applications, specific site coordination with Development Branch has not occurred but will prior to implementation.  Project will be coordinated with Development Branch for proper engineering and materials.  I have also coordinated with the Tonto National Forest Globe Ranger District and the proper clearances will not be completed until 4-5 months from now. 
6)
Is the area under specialty management.? (i.e. wilderness, park, etc) 

NO

7) Is the site accessible by: Two-wheel drive, four-wheel drive, five-ton truck, etc.? ( If accessible by foot travel only, estimate travel time.)

The project site is located off of Forest Road 221 and is accessible by vehicles with 4x4. Vehicles larger than a 1-Ton might have problems due to the road being narrow, winding, and inclined/declined. 
Pictures of Site Location
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This would be the location of the holding tank and one of the drinkers
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This is the source for which we will be piping the water from. 
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Here is a picture of the occurring riparian area.
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