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U.S. FOREST SERVICE LAND AND TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
 
General Planning Status – Please see attached work sheet. 
 
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests 
The Forest recently provided an update on the timeline for their forest plan revision. Following 
the Wallow Fire of 2011, the Forest planning team has been assessing the changed condition 
resulting from the fire. The Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision are 
now expected to be published in the summer of 2013. 
 
Coronado National Forest 
The Forest’s Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) internal working draft is in review 
at the Regional Office in Albuquerque.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and 
plan is expected to be available for public input in late fall of 2013.  The Department has 
consulted with the Forest on the draft LRMP and will submit formal comments on the DEIS 
when it is released. 
 
Travel Management (TMP) is currently in the scoping phase of NEPA.  The Department 
submitted comment letters on all five ranger districts. The Department also participates on the 
Collaborative Alternative Team (CAT) which will meet three more times in September and 
October of 2012 to evaluate roads in the Sierra Vista Ranger District.  This district is the last of 
the five ranger districts needing to be evaluated by the CAT. The CAT’s purpose is to produce an 
alternative to the Forest's Proposed Action.  Once scoping is complete, the Forest will issue draft 
environmental assessments (EA’s) for each District.  The projected date for the issuance of EAs 
is late 2012 or early 2013. The Department’s major concerns with the TMP process have been 
that the Forest did not accurately portray the available access to the Forest.  
 
Kaibab National Forest 
The Department commented on the draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Revised Land 
and Resource Management Plan (LRMP). Overall the Department has been very appreciative of 
the Forest’s high level of collaboration and transparency, as they have engaged the Department 
and the public continuously throughout their process. As the draft LRMP focuses primarily on 
vegetation management, the theme of our comments was to ensure that the full range of habitat 
diversity be maintained. We were supportive of the restoration focus of the draft LRMP, 
particularly the Forest’s proposal to shift a large number of acres out of the timber base in order 
to restore savannah and grassland conditions. This should benefit pronghorn and other grassland 
species on the Kaibab and allow for more expansive use of fire as a vegetation management tool. 
Since the draft LRMP takes a more habitat-based approach as opposed to a species-based 
approach, it was unclear to the Department exactly how a practitioner might ensure protection of 
sensitive or listed wildlife species.  To that end, the Department recommended the Forest include 
a practitioner’s guide in the front matter of the draft LRMP so that the public can see how to step 
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through the plan.  Travel management and dispersed camping were not addressed in the draft 
LRMP, but rather through the individual District Travel Management Plans. 
 
The North Kaibab Ranger District has not yet released its Record of Decision for their Travel 
Management Plan. Tusayan and Williams Ranger Districts are already in the implementation 
phase. 
 
Prescott National Forest 
The Department received advance notice from the Forest indicating that the Final Draft EIS and 
Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) would be published in the Federal Register on 
August 24, 2012, initiating the 90 day public review and comment period prescribed for in the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  The Department will be providing the Forest with 
a formal comment letter.  The Forest will release a Record of Decision (ROD) for their preferred 
alternative in the summer of 2013. When approved, the new Forest Plan will guide LRMP 
decisions on the Forest for duration of 10-15 years. 
 
Strategic Action Planning Committee for Forest Conservation and Restoration 
The Department continues to participate in a concurrent planning effort on the Forest.  The goal 
is to prioritize opportunities for Cooperative Management on the Forest in coming years under 
the new Forest Plan.  The Department has provided the Forest with the following resources: 1) 
Central Arizona Grassland Strategy; 2) State and County Wildlife Linkages data for Yavapai and 
Coconino Counties; 3) The Department’s Species and Habitat Conservation Guide (SHCG) and 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) data layers produced in conjunction with the 
State’s Wildlife Action Plan.  These resources will be used by the Forest to prioritize 
opportunities for funding, NEPA support, and/or implementation as it pertains to cooperative, 
interagency restoration or conservation actions to be carried out by the Forest. 
 
Tonto National Forest 
The Forest Land and Resource Management Plan has been under internal revision and 
anticipates it will be out for scoping by 2014 with a 4-6 year timeline for the final LRMP and 
EIS. 
 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE - General 
 
Four Forests Restoration Initiative (4FRI) 
4FRI is a federally-funded, US Forest Service Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration 
(CFLR) Project to restore ponderosa pine forests across 2.4 million acres of the Apache-
Sitgreaves, Coconino, Kaibab, and Tonto National Forests over the next 20 years. Collaboration 
and planning have been ongoing since 2009, and the Department is a founding member of the 
4FRI Stakeholder Group which includes a diverse list of over 35 organizations.  The Department 
is also a Cooperating Agency on the USFS 4FRI Coconino-Kaibab Project, which is an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) proposing mechanical thinning and burning over 580,000 
acres on those two forests.  Planning on the Coconino-Kaibab Project is ongoing, and the 
expected release of the Draft EIS has been delayed from August to late Fall 2012.  
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Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests (A-S) 
Gila Trout Stream Surveys 
The Department conducted monitoring surveys on several Gila trout candidate recovery streams 
within the Wallow Fire area in Greenlee County in May-August 2012.  These surveys were 
conducted to evaluate the impacts from the Wallow Fire, continuing monitoring efforts that 
began in 2011.  The only Gila trout population that existed on the Apache-Sitgreaves National 
Forest, in Raspberry Creek, was confirmed to be extirpated.  Habitat conditions were also 
assessed in Raspberry Creek to determine when it would be suitable for reintroduction.  Loss of 
quality pools and heavy sedimentation were documented, which will make this stream unsuitable 
for several years. 
 
A near complete fish kill was further surveyed in KP Creek, a candidate stream for Gila trout 
recovery.  Only one live fish was found in electrofishing surveys in the entire stream.  This lack 
of fish may benefit recovery in a way by removing the need to conduct a chemical treatment to 
remove non-native trout prior to reintroducing Gila trout.  The habitat was impacted heavily in 
many areas, which may preclude reintroduction of trout for several years.  Quality pool habitat 
was lost through several reaches and sedimentation is significant thoughout much of the stream. 
 
Similar results were found in Coleman Creek, another candidate recovery stream that contained 
pure Apache trout.  A complete fish kill was documented in Coleman, removing the Apache 
trout that were considered non-native in this drainage.  The stream was severely scoured and will 
likely not be suitable for reintroduction for several years.  Survey crews will continue to monitor 
these streams over the next several years to evaluate changes as the watersheds stabilize. 
 
Black River Watershed Monitoring 
The Department continues to monitor impacts within the Black River watershed in Apache 
County in July-August 2012.  A significant fish kill was documented in the Black River in 2011, 
while localized impacts were found in the East Fork of Black River, and nearly no impacts on the 
North Fork of East Fork Black River.  Surveys this year have documented reproduction of native 
fishes in the Black River, including the roundtail chub.  Roundtail chub are a candidate for 
federal listing and are an important species within the Black River.  No chub were found in the 
2011 surveys; however, numerous young-of-the-year chub were collected in several sites on the 
Black River in 2012, indicating that they will recover from the fire impacts fairly well. 
 
Apache Trout Barriers 
The Department continues to work with the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest to make 
improvements to several Apache trout fish barriers.  Flood flows following the Wallow Fire had 
impacted a couple barriers, particularly the Fish Creek barrier, jeopardizing Apache trout 
populations upstream.  Several barriers have withstood initial floods so far but are still at risk of 
anticipated higher than normal flows.  Plans were developed to improve several barriers to 
withstand these higher flows.  The NEPA analysis is now all that is required to implement these 
improvements. 
 
The Department assisted the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest in its hiring process of a shared 
position in August 2012.  The position will officially work for the Forest Service, but will be 
split funded and jointly supervised by the Department and Forest Service.  This position will 
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focus on completing NEPA for Apache trout recovery projects in an effort complete these 
projects in a timely manner.   
 
Coconino National Forest 
Clints Well Forest Restoration Project 
The Forest released its Clints Well Forest Restoration Preliminary Environmental Assessment 
(Clints Project). The Clints Project is located about 50 miles south of Flagstaff and encompasses 
16,089 acres on the Mogollon Rim Ranger District. The Forest is proposing a variety of 
vegetation management, fuels reduction, and prescribed burning actions in ponderosa pine and 
pine-oak habitats. The Clints Project would reduce the risk of landscape-scale fire, protect 
communities and infrastructure, increase protection for several Mexican spotted owl Protected 
Activity Centers, and restore forest conditions that will help enhance wildlife habitat. The Clints 
Project includes the Old and Large Tree Retention Strategy developed through the 4FRI 
collaborative process.  
 
Wing Mountain Fuels Reduction and Forest Restoration Project 
The Forest released its Wing Mountain Fuels Reduction and Forest Restoration Environmental 
Assessment (Wing Mountain Project). The Wing Mountain Project is an 11,143-acre area located 
northwest of Flagstaff within the wildland-urban interface on the southwest side of the San 
Francisco Peaks. The Forest is proposing a variety of vegetation management, fuels reduction, 
and prescribed burning actions in ponderosa pine, mixed conifer, grassland, and aspen habitats. 
The Wing Mountain Project also proposed restoration of two historic springs that have value to 
northern leopard frogs, Big Leroux Spring and Maxwell Spring. The Department worked with 
the Forest and one of our constituent groups, the Friends of the Rio de Flag, to design a 
restoration plan for these springs that begins with a passive approach of returning water to the 
springs’ stream courses and monitoring over time. The Department supports the purpose and 
need of this project to reduce fire risk, protect communities and infrastructure, and restore forest 
conditions that will, in part, enhance wildlife habitats. The Wing Mountain Project includes the 
Old and Large Tree Retention Strategy developed through the 4FRI collaborative process. 
 
Kaibab National Forest 
Bill Williams Mountain Restoration Project 
The Forest released its Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Bill Williams 
Mountain Restoration Project on the Williams Ranger District. The Bill Williams Project 
proposed mechanical treatments and prescribed burning on approximately 15,200 acres to reduce 
the risk of catastrophic wildfire and improve forest health in the City of Williams watershed.  
Strategic fuels reduction in this area is critically needed, but heavily complicated by steep slopes 
and difficult terrain rendering normal mechanized timber felling equipment inappropriate. This 
project is proposing cable-logging systems and helicopter logging, methods that have not been 
used in this region for some time. Also challenging is the large coverage of mixed conifer 
habitats, for which agreement on desired conditions and proposed treatments are largely lacking. 
The Department recently participated in an interagency meeting with the Forest and US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, where the group agreed to subsequent field- and GIS-based exercises to 
identify key areas for strategic fuels reduction in mixed conifer habitats.  The expected outcome 
is a spatially-explicit, strategic plan that reduces fire risk while allowing greater flexibility for 
canopy-dependent wildlife such as the Mexican spotted owl, which occurs on the Mountain. The 
Department recently submitted formal comments on the Bill Williams Project, which also 
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proposes restoration of ponderosa pine and pine-oak habitats, grassland habitats, construction of 
23 miles of new roads, 16 miles of temporary roads, and obliteration of 28 miles of poorly 
located roads. 
 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) 
 
Kingman BLM Field Office   
The Department attended an Installation Ceremony on Friday, August 24, 2012 to welcome 
Roxy Trost, BLM’s new Colorado River District Manager.  The District Manager has oversight 
for the Kingman, Lake Havasu City, and Yuma Field Offices. 
 
Lake Havasu BLM Field Office 
The Department participated in route evaluations during the week of August 13-17th. This 
week’s focus was on routes through Cactus Plain and Bouse. The results from this effort will be 
used in the development of Travel Management Plans, proposed alternatives, and a proposed 
decision with NEPA compliance. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
 
The Department attended a five-year review public meeting on the Barry M. Goldwater Range. 
The purpose of the review is to guide the manner in which the U.S. military sustains their 
mission on the range while managing the ecological health of our natural resources. 
 
 
NATIONAL PARK 
 
Petrified Forest National Park 
The Department, in coordination with the Petrified Forest National Park (PFNP), have sent 
letters to successful pronghorn antelope hunt applicants in Game Management Unit (GMU) 2A 
to inform them of the land status change associated with the August 9, 2011, acquisition of the 
26,500 acre Hatch Ranch by the PFNP, as authorized by the Petrified Forest National Park 
Expansion Act of 2004. As part of the PFNP, hunting is no longer permitted on these lands. 
Hunting is not permitted in national parks unless specifically authorized by Congress. Neither the 
PFNP Act, nor the PFNP Expansion Act of 2004 provided allowances for hunting. The PFNP 
Expansion Act of 2004 expanded the authorized PFNP boundary by approximately 125,000 
acres from 93,533 acres to approximately 218,533 acres. Prior to the acquisition of the Hatch 
Ranch parcels, the Bureau of Land Management transferred administrative jurisdiction of 
approximately 15,228 acres of public lands to the National Park Service in May of 2007.  The 
Department continues to monitor the PFNP expansion (see attached map) and provide updates to 
the Commission as appropriate.  
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GENERAL UPDATES 
 
Locked Gates on State Land 
The Department continues to collect reports from hunters on locked gates on Arizona State Trust 
Land.  Wildlife Managers are photographing and documenting the locations on standardized 
forms which are being collected and compiled in a statewide database for prompt attention. 
 
Habitat Partnership Committee (HPC) Applications 
Central Arizona Grassland Conservation Strategy 
Sycamore Mesa Juniper Thinning/Agua Fria Antelope Habitat Improvement Project Treatment 
Units- BLM10 and BLM 11 and PNF4 
This project is an interagency collaborative effort (since 2002) to restore grassland habitat in the 
Agua Fria grasslands of GMU21 for the benefit of wildlife, watershed and range condition and 
fuels reduction. There are 5,751 acres currently identified for treatment in the overall project, 
with 2,367 acres occurring on the Prescott National Forest (PNF) and 3,384 acres occurring on 
the Agua Fria National Monument (AFNM). To date, 2,578 acres out of the targeted 5,751 have 
been treated, approximately 45% complete. The project is divided into 31 treatment units of 
varying acreages and ownership. Not all of the acres within the planned 5,751 acres will be 
treated.  Final acreages to be cut within planned areas are determined after field evaluation and 
contract refinement.  This proposed phase for treatment on Sycamore Mesa includes two 
identified units on land managed by the Bureau of Land Management and one unit adjacent on 
the Prescott National Forest. The treatment methods are chainsaw cutting and burning of piled 
juniper tree slash.  The overall goal of this project is to restore and maintain habitat connectivity 
and quality for pronghorn and other grassland dependent species, by targeting treatments at 
known pronghorn movement corridors and core habitat patches of open grassland where juniper 
have slowly invaded.  
 
Wildlife Areas 
Arivaca Lake Wildlife Area 
The Department met with the Coronado National Forest regarding a scoping notice on the 
Arivaca Lake grazing allotment which surrounds Arivaca Lake Wildlife Area – a Commission-
owned property managed as a trophy bass fishery.  The Department owns the lake and immediate 
area around the lake, as well as an easement along the road accessing the lake. The Forest 
administers a grazing lease for 31 Cows Year Long on the allotment but issues annual operating 
instructions which allow 100 cows to graze for one month during the winter non-growing season. 
The lake is the only water on the allotment and the cattle depend on the lake for water. The 
Department is looking into the need for a memorandum of agreement to allow the use of the 
water for purposes other than fish and wildlife use. 
 
Bonita Grasslands Restoration 
Bonita grasslands restoration is a long term plan to return the mesquite invaded landscape in the 
Fort Grant/Bonita area to historic grassland. Several mesquite thinning projects have taken place 
with funding from NRCS and Department funds (HPC, WCF, LIP). Antelope and scaled quail 
are priority species. Treated areas have had immediate use by pronghorn. The Department 
participated in a meeting on O-O Ranch with NRCS. The ranch owner is interested in quail 
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management and brush management on this ranch that will tie into the ongoing Bonita grasslands 
restoration.  
 
Page Springs Hatchery – Restaurant Disposal 
The Commission approved entering into a license agreement and to proceed with disposal of a 
portion (existing restaurant) of the Page Springs Fish Hatchery property. The land at Page 
Springs Hatchery was federalized in 1992 when the land was used as the 25% match to the 
Dingell Johnson funds used for the Hatchery renovations. Because of the Federal Aid interest in 
the land, the Department must request approval to dispose of the property from USFWS. The 
Department continues to work with Federal Aid and USFWS on repayment details.  
 
Coordinated Resource Management Plans (CRMP) 
The Department organized the annual CRM meetings for Tucson, Cochise, and 
Graham/Greenlee CRM groups. 
 
Rhyolite Peak CRMP 
Work continues near Sheldon. An initial meeting was held in April and field work to inventory 
range health began May 24. Collaborating agencies include Arizona Association of Conservation 
Districts, NRCS, BLM and State Land Department.  
 
76 Ranch CRMP 
An initial meeting was held in June and field work to inventory range health began in August.  
Collaborating agencies include Arizona Association of Conservation Districts, NRCS, BLM, 
Forest Service and State Land Department. 
 
Horseshoe 
The Department continues to coordinate and participate on the CRMP for the Horseshoe and 
Copper Creek Allotments. The Landscape Assessment Team continues to make progress on 
various field sessions and beginning the required assessment inventory monitoring for BLM. The 
Department has been providing assistance with the fieldwork over the summer. This team is 
made up of agency experts and stakeholders. The next Agency-Stakeholder Planning Team 
meeting is anticipated for September. There are several active subgroups and topical working 
groups planning meetings for August and September and the Department participates within 
these working groups.  
 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Field Offices (Avondale, Chandler, Casa Grande) 
The Department made visits to each office for communications and coordination of efforts for 
providing technical assistance projects. The Department is working with the NRCS state 
biologist for potential amendment to Conservation Standard and Practice regarding use of non-
native fish as vector control with recommendation to revisit use of native fish.  
 
PM-10 
Pinal County Air Quality Update 
As of May 22, EPA is redesignating a portion of Pinal County to nonattainment for the 1987 24-
hour PM10 national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS). It appears that the EPA has taken 
stakeholder input and reduced the size of the nonattainment area by approximately 36% when 
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compared to the draft nonattainment area boundary proposed in 2010.  The areas that were 
excluded from this final designation were large areas of Tonto National Forest, BLM, and 
Arizona State Trust Lands that are not developed and did not make sense to include in the 
nonattainment area. This reduction in size is a positive outcome for the Department in regards to 
future restrictions to motorized recreation.  Many heavily used OHV areas in Pinal County and 
hunting areas were originally included in the original nonattainment boundary but are now 
excluded. The areas include populous segments of Pinal County, including the San Tan Valley 
area, Maricopa, Casa Grande, and portions of Coolidge, Florence and Eloy.  The ADEQ and 
Pinal County Air-Quality Dept will be required to identify sources of PM-10 (e.g. dirt roads, 
construction, agriculture, livestock ops, etc.) and outline what measures (e.g. State 
Implementation Plan (SIP)) will be implemented to ensure levels are in compliance with the 
described federal standards.  Pinal County will have approximately 18 months to draft a SIP and 
associated rules and regulations on PM-10 sources outlined in the SIP. It has been determined 
that Pinal County has some of the highest PM-10 levels in the country, by EPA estimates. For 
the past 10 years, air-quality monitors throughout the county have shown persistent violations of 
the PM-10 standard.  The EPA sets air-quality standards based on health-related data, and its 
threshold for acceptable PM-10 emissions is 150 micrograms per cubic meter over a 24-hour 
period. To remain in compliance, communities cannot exceed the threshold more than three 
times in three years. 
 
Proposed Rosemont Copper Project    
The Coronado National Forest is currently reviewing public input received during the comment 
period for the Rosemont Copper Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  The 
Forest received over 25,000 comments during this period.  All substantive comments have been 
identified, coded, and organized and responses are being developed for them. The Forest’s 
response to these comments will be incorporated into future public disclosures for the project as 
required under NEPA.   
 
The Department has participated in several meetings to discuss mitigation and monitoring 
measures for impacts to wildlife, habitat, and recreation. A date has not been set for publication 
of the Final EIS.  The Forest has indicated a target date of the end of the calendar year. 
 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Kinder Morgan Lobos CO2 Pipeline Project 
The Department received notice from Kinder Morgan of their proposed Lobos CO2 Pipeline 
Project. The proposed pipeline would consist of approximately 410 miles of 20-inch diameter 
pipeline, originating in the St. Johns CO2 field in Apache County and terminating in Denver 
City, Texas. Kinder Morgan has requested the involvement of the Department as a participating 
agency to collaborate with representatives of Kinder Morgan, as well as other federal and state 
resource management agencies. As a part of this project an Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement will be completed. 
 
Proposed Sasabe Natural Gas Pipeline 
The project is proposed to consist of an approximately 60-mile pipeline extending from El Paso 
Natural Gas’ (EPNG) existing South Mainline System near Tucson to the US/Mexico border 
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near Sasabe. The Project is designed to provide additional export capability to Mexico with an 
initial capacity of 195 million cubic feet per day. The Department participates on a bimonthly 
conference call for this project.  The project has not yet begun the NEPA process, but has 
solicited interested agencies.  The Department has expressed the desire to participate as a 
Cooperating Agency.  The Federal action agency is the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC). The project is in the FERC pre-filing review process. Environmental reports (water, 
T&E species, vegetation, cultural, etc.) are anticipated to be complete this fall. EPNG expects to 
file the formal application for the project in January 2013. 
 
 
WIND 
 
Mohave County Wind Project  
BP Wind Energy is currently scheduled to release the first draft of their Bat Conservation 
Strategy (BCS) to core members for review at the end of August.  This draft will be discussed 
concurrently with the ECP/ACS (Eagle Conservation Plan/Avian Conservation Strategy) to 
avoid duplication of efforts for participating resource personnel to comment on the draft plans. 
BP released the initial project Reclamation Plan, and has scheduled a conference call to discuss 
questions from team members.  BP indicated they are waiting for comments from the two federal 
land agencies for the project; Bureau of Land Management and the Bureau of Reclamation.  The 
National Park Service has requested to be involved in the development of the Reclamation Plan 
based on the restoration efforts applied to land areas around the project site. The third draft of the 
ECP/ACS is scheduled to be released to the group in September 2012.  The AZGFD and the 
USFWS both commented on specific changes to mitigation measures proposed by BP, and 
recommended changes they would like incorporated into the document.   
  
TRANSMISSION LINES 
 
SunZia Transmission Line Project 
The Department organized a cooperators’ meeting attended by BLM, ASLD, USFWS, and NPS 
to discuss biological resource and land management issues related to the Draft EIS. The 
Department recommended creation of a Cooperative Conservation Agreement (CCA) among 
AGFD, SunZia, BLM, and ASLD to fully address impacts, adequate mitigation, and funding for 
successful mitigation. The Ruby Pipeline Project CCA was referenced as a successful model.  
 
The Department submitted comments on the Draft EIS August 22, 2012 (see attached). The 
Department’s main concern is the cumulative impacts that would result from construction of the 
utility line and associated access roads between the Aravaipa Canyon and Galiuros Wilderness 
areas. Although the BLM’s preferred route is through the west San Pedro River Valley, the 
Department remains concerned with the possibility that strong support for route 4B (through the 
Sulphur Springs Valley and Aravaipa/Galiuros) from SunZia, Fort Huachuca, and other parties 
may influence the final route selection. Using Department expertise and data, including 
HabiMapTM Arizona data layers, the Department completed analysis to rank each route from 
least to most potential negative impacts on wildlife and habitat. From a biological perspective, 
route 4C3 through Tucson clearly represents the least impact to Arizona’s wildlife and habitat. 
 
Timeline for SunZia NEPA process: 
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May 25, 2012  Release of the DEIS 
 
Mid June  Cooperator Meeting – Discuss comments that have not been  
   resolved/incorporated & discuss upcoming public meetings 
 
Late June/July  Public Meetings 
 
Mid August  Conference Call with Cooperators – Opportunity for  

additional conversation & discussion with Cooperators 
 
August 22, 2012 End of 90 day comment period 
 
End of year 2012 Projected release of final EIS 
 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Arizona Passenger Rail Corridor Study 
The Federal Transit Administration and Federal Railroad Administration, in cooperation with the 
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) are preparing a Tier 1 Environmental Impact 
Statement for the ADOT Passenger Rail Corridor Study. This study will investigate potential 
high-capacity transportation corridors, which could include intercity rail service between Tucson 
and Phoenix. The Department has participated in the preliminary stakeholders meetings and has 
accepted the role as a participating agency on the project. The Department has provided 
preliminary input at the various meetings to ensure consideration is given to wildlife 
connectivity, and minimization of impacts to wildlife and habitat through alternative evaluation. 
The Department is providing data to assist in the development of criteria for the evaluation of the 
alternatives and Tier 1 analysis process. The Department is concerned about the high number of 
alternative corridors in the east valley, undeveloped areas that seem to be favored throughout the 
process due to anticipated development. 
 
Sonoran Valley Parkway (SVPP) 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) invited the Department to become a formal 
Cooperating Agency for the project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) to facilitate our involvement has been finalized. The Department was 
involved with planning for this parkway with BLM and the City of Goodyear several years ago 
and provided input on alignments and wildlife related issues/opportunities/constraints, as well as 
recommendations on types and locations of wildlife crossing structures to mitigate impacts to 
wildlife movement within the Sierra Estrella – Sonoran Desert National Monument linkage area 
on BLM lands.  The City of Goodyear is the project proponent and needs the parkway to provide 
access to annexed lands near Mobile.  The BLM hosted a webinar kickoff meeting with the 
cooperating agencies for the development of the EIS in July 2012.  The BLM plans to have Draft 
EIS out to the public in December 2012; a Final EIS in July 2013; and Record of Decision in 
September 2013.  The BLM is interested in Department input on wildlife issues/concerns and 
input on ways to mitigate negative impacts to wildlife. The Department has been invited to the 
upcoming meeting. 
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US 60, Silver King/Superior 
The project is to widen the existing US 60 to a four-lane rural and urban fringe cross section. The 
project begins around Boyce Thompson Arboretum and ends in Superior. The Department 
participates on the project team for incorporation of wildlife and recreational access concerns. 
The project began in the early 2000’s and NEPA documentation was completed at that time. 
Because it has been re-initiated, revisions to earlier documentation are necessary. The project is 
in the permitting/clearances phase for the geotech investigations for the project. The Department 
is working with the team to incorporate wildlife friendly specifications into the culvert and 
bridge designs, along with updating the environmental documentation. This project includes 
several drainage, bridge structures and lighting that will provide opportunity for wildlife friendly 
retrofitting. In addition, several wildlife linkages will need to be considered. The Department 
continues to coordinate and provide information for the biological evaluation and NEPA process. 
Recently, the Department reviewed and commented on the 20% designs and provided 
information on movement of sheep in the Mineral Mountains, habitat suitability from the US60 
Superior to Globe Linkages design, and information on placement and specifications related to 
culverts and bridges. The Department is working with the engineers for fencing to funnel 
animals under US60 and provide under deck lighting at approved crossing areas. 
 
Yuma Expressway 
The Department is participating in the Yuma Expressway Corridor Study which is assessing the 
feasibility of a proposed corridor alignment along the south and western portions of the City of 
Yuma. The intent of this study is to evaluate the need and location for roadway infrastructure 
improvements within the study area, which will include a new crossing over the Colorado River. 
 
Town of Buckeye 
The Department met with the Town of Buckeye for coordination and collaboration to incorporate 
wildlife habitat management goals for linkages into the various planning processes. 
 
City of Peoria – Open Space Preservation Program 
The City Planning and Community Development Department has initiated the development of a 
comprehensive open space program within the City and Planning Area (General Plan).  
Previously, the City implemented regulatory tools including Hillside Development Overlay and 
Desert Lands Conservation Overlay as a means to guide development in these sensitive areas.  
The Open Space Prioritization, Preservation & Acquisition Program will be designed to work in 
concert with these tools. The City is currently holding public meetings to solicit stakeholder 
input on the Program and the modeled priorities.  In conjunction, they are working on a 2012 
Amendment to the Peoria Open Space Master Plan.  The City has received a significant amount 
of feedback from the OHV community relating to continued access to public lands that fall 
within the planning area boundary.  The City has responded by underscoring the fact that travel 
management on public lands is controlled by the land owners (in this case BLM and State Land 
Department) with emphasis that the City has no intention of conducting travel management 
outside their jurisdiction.  However, the City agrees some aspects of “active recreation” (OHV) 
should be incorporated into their planning as part of the key element for high quality recreational 
opportunities.  Currently the plan has four key elements to the vision for the program: identify 
ecologically and historically significant lands; provide abundant, high quality recreational 
opportunities; create an extensive open space network for future generations to enjoy; and 
prioritize desirable open space properties for acquisition.  The Department is currently providing 
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input on wildlife resources, as well working with Peoria to develop outdoor recreation goals and 
objectives to incorporate into the plan and prioritization model that include hunting and OHV 
recreation in addition to those identified for passive recreation. The Department will continue to 
participate in upcoming meetings. 
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