Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Restoration Project

12/12/12 Meeting Notes

e Group determined future Meeting Dates
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January 22, 24, Feb 7, 19 March 5

e Ben Brochu and Joe Sacco provided a PowerPoint presentation.
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Discussion of limiting factors
What should be priority; restoration effort or habitat sustainability?

What is the timeline for implementing Firescape? 2014 is the desired date but it
is unsure at this time.

= Advisory Committee would like to forward support of Firescape
No prescribed burning currently scheduled

Extinguish fires below 4500’ feet to protect saguaros. This is done to maintain
habitat for lesser long-nosed bats. Fire frequency in desert areas historically is
low.

Discussion on the habitat evaluation

Next meeting will focus on the habitat evaluation methodology and similar
restoration effort(s) habitat evaluation scores and results of restoration effort in
comparison to the habitat evaluation.

=  Work to determine the threshold when the habitat is suitable tosupport
a sustainable restoration effort.

¢ Individual Group Members Expectations:
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Healthy and functioning eco system sheep lions and without subsidy
Expectation that it will be contentious at times and to look for compromises
Broad base of support for the project

Request that committee members consent on given issues and work to that
conclusion



The value of BHS is to provide the interface and opportunity for people to see
BHS

To be able to see diverse wildlife in the Catalina’s
Commission wants this to be an effective process “model” for future efforts.

Restoration is important to maintain diverse wildlife examples gould’s turkeys,
black-tailed prairie dogs, Project is important to the agency.

Catalinas are missing something the mountain deserves sheep and the sheep
deserve the mountain we need to put our best foot forward. Fire has given us
this opportunity

Invest energy in collaborative manner to come up with a successful project

Remove the controversy from the project — broad base of support rally funding
sources

Work to get sheep on the mountain, working as a group; if it fails then we still
accomplished something because we will learn

Forest service values having the diversity and work on having alignment with
other Forest plans.

Ideal outcome is a healthy ecosystem. It is highly regarded and visited.

Collaboration advances conservation so much further. Here in good faith and we
will have difficult conversations. Increase the trust between the community and
the Department (agencies). Very interested in the success of this process.

Committed to the process; start fresh try not to carry baggage into the process.
Spent time researching BHS on the Catalinas so there is a personal connection.

Just knowing they are there is extremely important to influence conservation
This is a new beginning and success will benefit future efforts

Businessman, sportsman, excited about the project. Draw for tourism is
important. Was also a student of Paul Krausman and is committed to work hard
on the restoration effort
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Action Items:

Process will succeed to the degree as to why the BHS are so important.
Proximity to the 2" largest population center in the state is huge and will further
conservation awareness

Remembered the loss of the sheep; wants to work and collaborate. Forest
service will be transparent.

No reason that we shouldn’t be able to work to a successful outcome

Watchable wildlife is something the public values. Collars will ensure

Next meeting Firescape and media information will be the agenda Items — Joe Mike and Brian

D.

Send out PowerPoint of the meeting — Ben B.

Forward notes ground rules and invitations for the scheduled meeting dates - Joe

Send information and respond to Advisory Committee request- Joe and Ben.

Solicitation of funding for second meeting — Joe, Ben, Mike, Brian D.

Send out the video clip from the Catalina ASP Ranger - Joe.

Note: 5mb limit for some so either CDs will be sent out or another method used



