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PROJECT INFORMATION  

Project Title: Mountain Shadow Ranch Water Project  

Region and Game Management Unit: Region 3/GMU 16A 

Local Habitat Partnership Committee (LHPC):  

 No local HPC exists 

Was the project presented to the LHPC?  

YES[]     NO[x] 

Has this project been submitted in previous years?  YES[]     NO[x] 

                                                 If Yes, was it funded?  YES[]     NO[]  HPC Project #:  

Project Type:  Redevelopment of Rodger’s Well (deemed maintenance by BLM) 

Brief Project Summary:  The project will entail conducting necessary roadway maintenance to gain 

access to Rodger’s Well, drilling a new well and equipping it with a solar pump and panels, and emplacing 

8,800 gallons of storage on site with a wildlife friendly drinker to provide much needed perennial water to a 

vast array of wildlife in the area. 

Big Game Wildlife Species to Benefit: Mule deer, elk, javelina, quail, dove, and a variety of 

herpetological and non-game species. 

Implementation Schedule (Month/Day/Year): 

 
Project Start Date: Spring  2013  

 

 

 

Project End Date: To be determined 

 

Environmental Compliance: 

NEPA Completed:  YES[]     No[]     N/A[x] 

Projected Completion Date:   (BLM classifies this as maintenance) 

 

State Historic Preservation Office - Archaeological Clearance: 

YES[]     No[]     N/A[x] 

Projected Completion Date: (Located within existing disturbance) 

 

Arizona Game and Fish Department EA Checklist:        N/A[x]   

To be Completed by:   AZGFD Project Evaluation Program 

Projected Completion Date:    Winter 2012 

PROJECT FUNDING 

Special Big Game License Tag Funds Requested:   

 

Cost Share or Matching Funds:   

$68,066 

 

$27,760  

Total Project Costs:   $95,826 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION 

Applicant (please print):   

Lainie Antolik 

Address:   

5325 N. Stockton Hill Rd. 

Kingman, AZ 86409 

E-mail: 

 lantolik@azgfd.gov 

Telephone: 928-358-3529 Date: August 27, 2012 

AGFD Contact and Phone No. (If applicant is not AGFD personnel):   

Project has been coordinated with:  BLM: Don McClure and Ammon Wilhelm; AGFD: Trevor Buhr, 

Dee Kephart and Lainie Antolik; Ranch Managers: Lola and Harry Chiantaretto 

Game Branch / HPC Project Number: 12-308 
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NEED STATEMENT – PROBLEM ANALYSIS:  

One of the three wells on the Mountain Shadow Ranch, Rodger’s Windmill, became non-

functional in summer of 2011.  This well has provided a water source for mule deer, elk, 

javelina, various birds and other wildlife for many years.  The existing well has dried up and is 

not a sufficient long-term water source even if it becomes functional again.  The rancher would 

like to drill a new well within the previously disturbed area that would provide a long-term water 

source.  The drilling company has analyzed the site and determined that a sufficient water source 

can be drilled within 20 feet of the existing well.  The BLM has approved this work to be done 

without having to conduct NEPA since it is within the disturbed area and is recognized as a 

permitted maintenance action.  This area is fairly dry, and given the drought conditions it has 

been experiencing for the last few years, it is very important that a water source is provided to 

wildlife in the area.  This well is one of only three on this 28,800 acre ranch, and is critical to the 

area since the closest well is 5 miles away.  The nearest well to Rodger’s Windmill is located at 

the rancher’s headquarters and is primarily used to water their horses.  Its location is not 

conducive to wildlife coming in to water.  There is a spring approximately 2 ½ miles from 

Rodger’s Windmill, but it is not a consistent, reliable water source.  The closest AZ Game and 

Fish permanent wildlife water to Rodger’s Windmill is over 16 miles away.  This area contains a 

large number of mule deer and javelina, and elk inhabit the area as well.  This water source 

would be extremely beneficial to these herds. 

 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES: The Department, in cooperation with Mountain Shadow Ranch, 

proposes to drill a new well to maintain the availability of water for mule deer and other wildlife 

at this location.  The purpose of this project is to provide a dependable year-round water source 

for wildlife in an area where water sources are sparse.  An additional objective is to reduce the 

effects of drought and thermal stress on game species and other wildlife by drilling this new 

well. 

 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND STRATEGIES: Drill a new well that will provide a long-

term water source for wildlife and livestock.   

a) Improve the road that leads to the well so that equipment can get through. 

b) Drill new well within 20 feet of the existing non-functional well. 

c) Place solar panels on new well as a power source. 

d) Provide 8,800 gallons of storage for the new well. 

 

 

PROJECT LOCATION:  

Mountain Shadow Ranch 

Township: 13N, Range: 11W, Section: 36 

Within the Arrastra Mountain BLM allotment  

 

 

LAND OWNERSHIP AT PROJECT SITE (Please state specifically if PRIVATE 

PROPERTY and provide landowner’s name):  

BLM 

 

IF PRIVATE PROPERTY, IS THERE A STEWARDSHIP or LANDOWNER 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE LANDOWNER AND THE DEPARTMENT?   

YES[]     NO[] 
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HABITAT DESCRIPTION:  This area encompasses a variety of habitat types.  There are 

several transition zones which contribute to a diverse mix of species in this area.  There is a 

small amount of desert plains grassland at the lower elevations (1,000-3,000 ft.).  There is a large 

portion of Mohave Desert scrub habitat between 2,000-5,000 ft.  This transitions into chaparral 

habitat between 4,000-5,000 ft and also a large area of Pinyon-Juniper Woodland area between 

4,000-6,000 ft.  The elevation range for this area is between 2,000 and 6,000 ft.    

 

 

ITEMIZED USE OF FUNDS:  

 

 Mobilization of road- $3,500 

 Grade drill pad with mud pit- $3,850 

 Grade access road to facilitate safe access for Del Rio drilling equipment to well site- 

$14,500 

 Drilling of well- $18,366 (See Attached Bid) 

 Installation of 8,800 gallon storage tank, installation of 10’x42’ trough, installation of 

solar mast, panels and pump, trenching and laying of 150’ of pipeline and 6’x6’ concrete 

slab around well head- $29,850. 

Total= $70,066 

 

Special Big Game License Tag Funds 

$68,066 

 

Cost Share or Matching Funds 

Rancher- $25,760 

  

Trimming brush for the road graders at $1,056 a mile (5 miles= $5,280) 

 Clearing brush and branches at $1,056 a mile (5 miles= $5,280) 

 Total brush and limbing= $10,560 

 Supplying dirt for the road- $3,200 

 Fence and gate removal and replacement- $12,000 

 Subtotal= $25,760 

 

BLM- $2,000- financial assistance (cost share) 

 

Mohave Sportsman Club- volunteers to assist with labor ($5,000 of the $22,560 in brushing, 

limbing and fence and gate removal and replacement). 

 

AZ Mule Deer Foundation- potentially either financial or volunteer support 

 

 

LIST COOPERATORS AND DESCRIBE POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION: 

The BLM will provide $2,000 in financial assistance. 

The landowner will provide over $20,000 in labor and equipment/materials. 

The Mohave Sportsman Club will provide around $5,000 volunteer assistance with labor.  

The AZ Mule Deer Foundation has offered to potentially provide either financial or volunteer support. 

 

 

WOULD IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS PROJECT ASSIST IN PROVIDING, 
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MAINTAINING, OR FACILITATING RECREATIONAL ACCESS? 

YES[x]     NO[]     N/A[] 

 

Although this project is not directly an access project, the implementation of it will help facilitate good 

relationships with the ranchers for future projects.  This is the first project that AGFD has implemented 

on this ranch and the rancher is very happy with the amount of work and dedication we have shown 

towards the project.  This will go a long way in the future with any access issues that may arise and the 

rancher’s willingness to work with our agency.  

 

 

PROJECT MONITORING PLAN:  

The Mountain Shadow Ranch will be responsible for ensuring that the well is in working order after 

the completion of the project.  The wildlife manager for GMU 16A and the ranch managers will be 

responsible for monitoring this well to ensure that it is retaining water and does not go dry. 

 

 

PROJECT MAINTENANCE:  

If needed, the Mountain Shadow Ranch would provide maintenance for this well. 

 

 

PROJECT COMPLETION REPORT TO BE FILED BY:  

AGFD Lainie Antolik   

 

 

WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (see attached worksheet):  

Yes 

 

 

TREE SHEARING (AGRA-AXE, PUSH) PROJECTS (see attached worksheet): 

N/A 

 



Habitat Enhancement and Wildlife Management Project Proposal 

Game Branch / Development Branch  Page 5 

 

ARIZONA GAME AND FISH DEPARTMENT 

WATER  DEVELOPMENT  WORKSHEET 
 

PROJECT NAME: Mountain Shadow Water Project 

 

1) Is the water development listed as a priority in the most recent “Wildlife Water 

Development  Annual Implementation Schedule?”   

 

No; Previously the well was functional until summer 2011 

 

2) Please list the Development Branch personnel and date coordinated with for this project. 

 N/A; Project is being completed by contractors and Ranch Management 

  

3) What is the estimated annual inches of precipitation for the area? (mark one) 

 []2-4   []4-6   []6-8   [x]8-10   []10-12   []12-14   []14-16   []>16 

 

 

4) Is there a perennial water source available to big game within four miles of this project?

  

  YES[x] (please complete #5 below) NO[] (skip #5 below) 

 

 

5) For the accessible, perennial water source nearest this project: 

 Name of water source: Little Trough Spring  

 Type of water source (catchment, spring, dirt tank): spring  

 Ownership of water source: BLM  

 Distance in miles from project: 2 ½ miles   

 

 

6) Is the target wildlife species a result of transplant efforts?  YES[]     NO[x] 

 

 

7) Please list any special land management status for the project site (i.e. Wilderness, 

National Park, National Monument).  If private land, list landowner. 

 N/A 

 

 

8) Please provide the following information about access to the proposed site: 

 Type of access (mark one):   []2x4 vehicles    [x]4x4 only    []foot only** 

    **If foot access only:  Distance in miles:       Approximate hiking time:  

 

 -- Does access to this site require crossing private or tribal lands? YES[]  NO[x] 

  

 -- Please describe any restrictions to public access: 

 

 

9) Please list below (or on a separate sheet) the material type and dimensions of each 

component proposed to be added, modified, or repaired.  
Refer to Itemized Use of Funds   
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10) Was a site visit completed? Yes[x]    No[] 

 If Yes, please list personnel that attended and date:  

  

 AGFD Trevor Buhr and Lainie Antolik and ranch managers Lola and Harry Chiantaretto on 

4/26/12; BLM Don McClure and Ammon Wilhelm and ranch managers Lola and Harry 

Chiantaretto on 6/12/12 

 
  



Habitat Enhancement and Wildlife Management Project Proposal 

Game Branch / Development Branch  Page 7 

 

  
 

 

 

 

M
o
u
n
ta

in
 S

h
ad

o
w

 R
an

ch
 



Habitat Enhancement and Wildlife Management Project Proposal 

Game Branch / Development Branch  Page 8 

 

 
 

 











file:///J|/...S/12-308%20-%20Mountain%20Shadow%20Ranch%20Water%20Project/RE%20Rodgers%20well%20and%20access%20road.txt[9/25/2012 2:52:05 PM]

From:   McClure, Donald B [dmcclure@blm.gov]
Sent:   Friday, August 24, 2012 8:32 AM
To:     Lola Chiantaretto
Cc:     Lainie Antolik; Mimnaugh, Celeste R; Wilhelm, Ammon
Subject:        RE: Rodgers well and access road
Attachments:    Letter received August 22 2012.pdf; Range Improvement Permit road to 
Rodgers windmill.pdf

Hi Lola,  As we discussed, and confirmed in  your attached letter, the well would be drilled 
within 20 feet of the existing Rodgers well.  This will be considered maintenance of the range 
improvement as it stays within the disturbed area.  

There is a Range Improvement Permit (attached) for the road to Rodgers well.  When conducting 
any maintenance on the road please ensure that the terms and conditions of the permit are 
followed.  Please keep brush trimming to the minimum necessary to provide access for the well 
drillers trucks. 

Don McClure
Assistant Field Manager
Kingman Field Office
(928) 718-3725 (office)
(928) 530-8143 (cell)

-----Original Message-----
From: Lola Chiantaretto [mailto:hlccattle@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 21, 2012 11:13 AM
To: McClure, Donald B
Cc: lantolik@azgfd.gov
Subject: 

i am sitting on a rock pile above my house trying to get this out to you asap so we can get 
approval for a new well to drill a new well within 50 yds of the current Rodgers windmill. I 
know you need something in writing.... even though we discussed this when you were here on 
the ranch to look at the project. so, Our plan is to use the road that goes through HQ BLM 
project #035914   for access. Harry & I will trim trees where necessary to enable the big rigs to 
come in & keep from pushing any more than absolutely necessary. We have Eric Owens from Del 
Rio Drilling lined up to drill & Steve Sutton for the road maintainence. it remains to be seen how 
much $ the whole project will be due to the possibility of either solar or a new windmill being 
used. Because of the theft issue of solar panels we would prefer a windmill but will take 
whatever we can get to put permanant water back in that  piece of country for game & livestock.  
I plan on writing you a more detailed message but in the meantime can you please give us & 
officer Antolik the go ahead on the paper work to apply for HPC funds to drill the well? I will be 
helping Harry at the corrals this am after that I would love to hear what else you need from us in 
order to make this possible. We have spent much of our time trying to do all we could to make 
this happen.   

Lola Chiantaretto----------
Sent from my Verizon Wireless mobile phone









 
 

Letter of Recommendation 
Terry Herndon 

Regional Director Arizona/Southern Nevada 
Mule Deer Foundation 

 
 

Reference: 
 

Project Title: Mountain Shadow Ranch Water Project 
Region and Game Management Unit: Region 3/GMU 16A 

 
 

 

This letter is to support the Mountain Shadow Ranch Water Project in GMU 16A for the HPC 
consideration. This project meets several goals in the desert in that region but three points rise above 
them all. 

1. This project will supply water to all wildlife big and small but with a heavy focus on Mule Deer in 
that region. The mule deer in that region are known for their size and genetics and with this new 
well they will be able to strive. 

2. This project works with ranchers which we all know is getting harder and harder to do. We need 
a good relationship with ranchers to keep public lands accessible. 

3. We will be able to share a huge part of the cost with the rancher in this project and if the 
rancher is willing to support this well we should jump at the chance to partner with them. 

The Mule Deer Foundation is committed to helping all Mule deer in Arizona and I would like to work on 
projects just like this one. This project will have far greater positive results than many that I have looked 
at in the past 3 months and I would hope the HPC will take a serious look at this project and use a 
portion of the $220,000.00 that was generated at the Expo in Salt Lake City, Utah by the Mule Deer 
Foundation. The Mule Deer Foundation is excited about working with the Arizona Game and Fish 
Department and I know as well as everyone in the Mule Deer Foundation that we will make a difference 
for all Mule Deer in Arizona. 

 

Thank you for your consideration on this project!    

Terry Herndon 

Regional Director Arizona/Southern Nevada  

Mule deer Foundation 

@muledeer.  

623-696-5579   

mailto:therndon@muledeer.org
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