Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
April 11, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Ben Brochu, Shalonda Guy, Stan Helin, John
McGehee, Jenny Neeley, Les Corey, Trica Hawkins, Tim Wade, Robert Fink, Brian Dolan, Randy Serraglio,
Joe Sacco, Raul Vega

Note Taker: Kandis Glavin
Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Habitat Partnership Committee meeting April 15, 2013 at the Tucson Game
and Fish Office, 6-8PM.

Definition of success for the project: Time frame of success. When do we stop mountain lion
management?

It is very hard to say when not having sheep on the ground, etc.
Ben has been working with Jim Sanderson on a life table. What parameters are important?

Mineral mountains data can be shown now to the group. Suggested that this is presented to the ACas a
way to inform. 4 transplants, 3 year gap.

What do we want this definition of success to inform?

At some point in the future when the population starts to decline, how do we determine it is lions?
Could be disease, wandered off possibly?

There was discussion on the plan for collar use. Currently there are 30 collars planned and funded for
the first release. It appears that there will be collars for the second release however the third release
does not secured funding. Once we have lost the ability to use the collars on the releases (10-15%
failure rate, 2 -3 year battery life expectancy) how do we monitor. Survey flights the first 5 years, game
cameras, volunteers. If we re-collar we will most likely use ewes as they are the most critical segment of
the population.

Using the collars and administrative removal is precedent setting. There is a large finical burden utilizing
this method as opposed to sport harvest. This is the pilot but funding is a question mark for these
efforts.

Regardless of decline the traditional method know how to react to it a more liberal predator.



Think there are other tools in the toolbox that the department doesn’t look at. Some of these tools
don’t need to be used when there’s a mysterious decline. The traditionally used method to address
population declines is to address the predator component. Generally this is through sport harvest of
one type or another such as standard hunt, multiple bag limit, and daylong hunting. By using these
methods there are generally fiduciary, hunting opportunity and population increase benefits.
Recommend focus on proactive methods such as habitat maintenance/monitoring/improvement,
enforcement of the Human/dog restrictions, and surveillance of possible disease vectors such as
domestic sheep and goats.

What is it going to take to properly monitor the quality of habitat? Who’s responsibility?

DRAFT Definition of Success

3 years of transplants, minimal administrative
removal of mountain lions, maintenance and/or
improvement of habitat by restoring fire into the
. ecosystem, population ranging between 80 -100
Short term 3-5 year period . . ] ] ]
with stable or increasing trend in the population,

enforcement of the dog closures as per Special

Closure Order 05-123 or modification of the

closure to respond to habitat use.

A harvestable surplus of rams and are able to

provide bighorn sheep hunting opportunity.

Long term 5-10 years period Population has stabilized. Habitat is substantially

improved by restoring fire back into the ecosystem
utilized by bighorn sheep.

How do we monitor the quality of the habitat? Wildlife Manager would monitor the habitat and provide
recommendations. GIS models also provide a way of monitoring change over time. Provide the most
effective type of fire to help improve habitat. Have a watchdog to ensure that the policies are
implemented down the road.

Is there data on dogs and BHS? Krausman did research that indicated heart rate increases in BHS when
dogs are present. This correlates to stress and possibly lambing success.

Commission order 10

Allows for a restricted hunt in the newly delineated Pusch Ridge Hunt Area this will prohibit lion hunting
with the aid of dogs. Joe Sacco provided a map.




Talking points:

The Advisory Committee discussed several talking points including the addition of the Advisory
Committee, the justification for the Restricted Hunt, the

Needs to do a release, people will see this and know sheep society was behind this. Would like to be
able to freely talk about talking points and be as open as can be. A little more specific about predator
management and why did the closure not work. Let the cat out of the bag a little bit.

Take out one lion has been harvested in the past 30 years.

If committee is okay with it respected logos, etc. could go long ways. Not effective till commission
decision.

Will work with Mark Hart to put together a draft press release for the Advisory Committee.

Assuming it passes on Saturday maybe mark sends a draft next week. Press release everyone signs off
on.

Action Items:

Permission to use Logos — All

Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/All
Next Meetings:

April 16, 2013 6-8; Location TBD

April 30, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fish Office

May 07, 2013 6-8; Tucson Game and Fish Office

Future Agenda Items:

Talking Points/Press release

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Definition of what a success is — revisited?
Matrix that that guides actions/considerations

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commercial



