Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
May 7, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Ham, Martin Guerena, Trica Oshant-Hawkins, Marc Stamer, Brian
Dolan, Randy Serraglio, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, Joe Sheehey, JW Harris, Tim Wade, Robert Fink, Shalonda
Guy Guest: Lisa Haynes

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Game and Fish Department Office

Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Ben Brochu went over the handouts

New meeting dates: 5/16, AZGFD; 5/28, |||} Il ¢/ AzGFo; 6/13, AzGFD

Minutes:

Raul Vega introduced Lisa Haynes, Coordinator of the U of A Wildcat Conservation and Research Center.
Ben recapped Adaptive Management draft plan for Lisa

He stated that the use of snares isn’t approved but is still in the toolbox for future consideration

Lisa discussed the feasibility of using snares for capturing lions

Several questions were raised about snares

The use of snares can be very targeted to a specific area

Lions will return over a period of days (up to a week) to a kill sight, snares can be set near kill site to
capture the offending lion

Snares are fairly humane, lions don’t react a lot when snared
Can use a trip monitor; cost is $1500 each
What kind of damage can be done with a snare?

Paws can become swollen, but snares with a locking mechanism can be used so that the snare doesn’t
get too tight and other smaller animals can step out of the snare

An experienced trapper can alleviate the harm from snares

Bob Fink suggested putting together a list of characteristics of different snares to get the best one suited
for the project.

How many snares would be set at a time to capture the lion?
That would depend on the condition of the carcass, 1 to 2.



If you were to run a lion off a kill site with dogs, will the lion return?
It is possible, depends on how hungry the lion is
What are the chances of snaring an unrelated lion?

It is possible, they are mainly solitary, but can run in small groups during mating season, but the chances
a very small.

How often would you run into multiple lions on a kill site?
The likelihood of unrelated lions on a kill site is very low.
What about other predators being caught in snares?

It is possible, but with a qualified houndsman monitoring the site the animal can be released quickly
with minimal harm.

Brian Dolan Read ARS 17-301-D stating that the use of snares is unlawful except for protection of human
safety or a research project

After the break discussion on the Adaptive Management Plan draft changes

One change was that a report be made to committee members when a lion has made a kill, and after
the removal has taken place. Committee will be informed of every mortality, removal, and site analysis.

Email report to committee with mortality signal & pursuit after removal.

The Department will contact the Attorney General on reports to committee to see if they need to be
made public.

Do we need non-disclosure agreements?
Several other wording changes were made to draft.

The first release in Nov. of 13 and second slated for June or July of 14 will give six months to consider
future options on project.

Tues. May 14 Raul presents draft to Executive staff, if they agree the draft plan will go to Larry Voyles
for approval.

Email Joe or Ben with any concerns or clarifications on draft plan.
Lisa Haynes was extended an invitation to advise the committee and she accepted the invitation.

Are there legitimate research opportunities that we can incorporate that would necessitate the use of
snares?

Action Items:



Permission to use Logos — All
Draft Press release for Advisory Committee — Mark Hart/All

Next Meetings: 5/16, AZGFD; 5/28, ||| ]Il ¢/2 AzGFo; 6/13, AzGFD

Future Agenda Items:

Mountain lions killed discussion — understanding of what would constitute concerns (gut check) i.e. total
number removed in a year, number removed in a short time period (how many per month, every 3
months, 6 months etc).

Community forum, fundraising, and PSA commercial

Timeline





