Catalina Bighorn Sheep Meeting
June 14, 2012

Attendance: AZGFD: Ben Brochu, Martin Guerena, John Mc Gehee, Joe Sacco, Raul Vega, AZ
Wilderness Coalition Matt Skroch; Sky Island Alliance, Jenny Neeley; Sierra Club Grand Canyon
Chapter, Sandy Bahr; Animal Welfare Institute, D.J. Schubert; The Wilderness Society, Mike
Quigley; Coalition for Sonoran Desert Protection Carolyn Campbell; Animal Defense League of
Arizona, Stephanie Nichols-Young; Center for Biological Diversity, Randy Serraglio; Tucson
Audubon Society, Chris McVee

Raul Vega welcomed the group and spoke about how this is a new approach to the
reintroduction process and if this succeeds it could be a model for future projects.

PowerPoint:

Ben Brochu gave a PowerPoint presentation on the reintroduction of Bighorn sheep into the
Pusch Ridge Wilderness area of the Santa Catalina Mountains. The goal is to have the first
sheep relocated in November 2013. The first 30 sheep will come from Unit 43B in the Trigo and
Chocolate Mountain ranges. Any subsequent sheep would come from the Mazatal Mountains
in Unit 22 and the Superstition Mountains in Unit 24B. A total of 100 sheep are proposed for
release. If the first release should fail the project will be reevaluated to determine if it should
continue.

Finger Rock Canyon will be first release site.

Each sheep will be fitted with a GPS collar that can transmit several locations a day and will
send a mortality signal if the sheep is no longer alive.

Mountain Lion Management Plan:

The current strategy would be to investigate a sheep mortality as quickly as possible to the
coordinates supplied by the collar to determine the cause of death. If it died due to lion
depredation then a licensed houndsman will be sent to track the offending lion and dispatch it.

How will you know which lion killed the sheep? If the houndsman gets on scene within 1 to 2
days the dogs can get the scent and track the offending lion.

Will you collar lions also, and which lions would you collar? There are no plans to collar lions
at this time. Some of the group members were concerned that if a lion had a collar on it then it
could be used to find and dispatch the animal.



Need to find less invasive ways to track sheep and lions, capturing them to collar them puts too
much stress on the animals.

New mountain lion regulations were discussed, there was opposition to multiple bag limits on
lions in the relocation area.

Have transplanted sheep been acclimated to lion activity?

Why risk 90-100 sheep from areas where there is little to no lion activity (naive sheep) to an
area with high lion activity?

It was suggested to close the Game Management Unit to lion hunting during relocation process-
not a viable option, another suggestion to close the relocation area to lion hunting until
population established and stabilized.

Why not take sheep for future transplants from same area as first sheep transplanted? Per
policy sheep are not transplanted from the same herd in back to back years.

There is a window of opportunity now because of the Aspen and Bullock fires have cleared
some good sheep habitat and because of high deer populations in unit.

Firescape is a plan the U. S. Forest Service is working on to mitigate the effects of fire in the
Catalina and Rincon mountains.

Habitat Analysis, will habitat get worse if Firescape is not done?

Why not burn more habitat before transplanting? Will Finger Rock Canyon be treated before or
after release? The prevailing winds in the Catalina Mountains are from the southwest. If there
is an ignition in the Pusch Ridge Wilderness there is a concern that the fire would be pushed
towards Summerhaven. Firescape is designed to determine fire potential and then determine
mitigation measures including mechanical habitat manipulation and control burns.

Firescape timeline is being determined.
Will habitat decline without Firescape?
Firescape should be done before any sheep are relocated.

Don’t trust AZGFD because of history of lion/sheep- build more waters/ kill more lions. There
are no plans to build new water catchments, plan to maintain existing waters and springs.

Region V is trying a different approach by having coalition involved in planning stages and
throughout the process and creating an Advisory Committee.



How can we overcome distrust of AZGFD Commission? By having some action from the

Commission to empower Advisory Committee.

How do we maximize the success of the Committee?

Everything in the proposal is on the table and open for discussion.

The committee will stay together for at least 5 years after the sheep are transplanted.

The Director has final sign off on all recommendations.

Discussed the make-up of the Advisory Committee, would like to have same membership

throughout process to maintain continuity.

Action Items for Catalina BHS Workgroup June 14", 2012

NEPA process — work with SO office on EA or EIS for Project — Raul & Advisory Committee
0 Need to incorporate Firescape

Research ability to have a binding agreement - Joe

Can Commission provide assurances that Advisory Committee will influence outcome? - Raul
0 Good faith effort
0 Can we have MOU where there is some decision making authority?

Coalition will craft an MOU - Matt

Coalition will select members — Carolyn

Arizona Wildlife Federation — representative Glen Dickens — Joe

Estimate of time commitment — Joe, Ben, Mark

Look at press conference once AC is formed and prepared — Mark



