Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
August 20, 2013

Attendees: Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe Sacco, Joe Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, Marc Stamer,
Raul Vega, Les Corey, J. W. Harris, Brian Ham, Ben Brochu, John McGehee, Mindi Lehew, Randy
Seragglio, Martin Guerena

Guest Speaker: None

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: The Pima County Board of Supervisors passed the resolution supporting the
project. Kerry Baldwin with Pima County Natural Resources was instrumental in getting this passed.

SAHBA wants to meet with a representative of the committee to offer their support. Brian Dolan and
Brian Ham will meet with them.

Law Enforcement for dogs on Pusch Ridge: FS, Catalina State Park and AGFD will meet to discuss efforts.
John McGehee is the lead for the Department.

First Public meeting will be on Sept. 12 at Saddlebrook theatre from 6:30-8:30PM, will be short (30-
45min.) presentation with a panel discussion for Q&A afterwards. The Forest Service will hold a scoping
meeting at the same time.

An announcement will be sent out regarding the Sept. 12" meeting. Venues and future dates were
discussed, decided that meetings should follow the above format

Commissioner Harris stated that the Article in the Tucson Citizen and reprinted in the Star contained
misleading facts explicitly there has been fatal attacks by mountain lions in the recent past; suggested
Googling “mountain lion attacks”.

Brian Dolan will contact the Arizona Daily Star to try to set another meeting with the editorial board.
Minutes:

Education: Trica is working on her Master’s degree and had some proposals for educational programs
that could tie in with both her studies and the reintroduction efforts.

Develop environmental education programs for elementary and middle schools using an available
hands on kit containing bighorn sheep skull, hides, hooves and other materials.



Trica is very interested in conflict resolution, environmental ethics, would like to see if it would be
possible for select teachers to attend the release.

High school level: hands on work in field doing data analysis, pilot in Tucson, University and CDO High
schools.

Brian D. suggested modeling after CATS program and including the North American Model of Wildlife
Conservation. Wanted to see this stressed as the foundation for wildlife management efforts as this is
the funding source for activities. Also stressed that there needs to be a balance.

Trica helped to develop the North American Model curriculum.

Trica wants the committee’s okay before proceeding in case there was a perceived conflict of interest.
Suggestion was made to wait until Jenny Neeley could attend as she has expressed concerns with the
North American Model.

Trica asked for peer review from the AC on deliverables as they are produced. Her efforts could be very
influential in a youngsters life.

Timeline:
Collars were ordered on 7/31/13. Once the collars are received they will have to be tested.

Survey of source population are tentatively planned for October 26-27. Region 4 is working with the
Yuma Proving Grounds to get the needed clearances.

All of the first 30 sheep will be captured on Nov. 16" or 17™", the collars will be fitted at the capture site.

Source population issues: Trigo water catchment went dry- 10 sheep were found dead- Will there be any
issues providing sheep?

Forest Service timeline: Scoping for helicopter use- first week in Sept.- 30 day comment period, first
week in Oct. draft EA - 30 day period, first week in Nov.-decision on EA, then 45 day objection period
puts finalization at the end of Dec. then the decision will be published.

Fund Raising: Delete “Help Support Us” from the flyer
Have a link to donation site
Who is the target audience?

There will be a notice to the media on release. Will there be any exclusives to media to be able to be
onsite during release?

Celebration dates were discussed tentative dates are Nov. 23™ and Dec. 14t

e Need to look at different venues in addition to Catalina State Park



Public Meeting:
It will begin with a PowerPoint presentation of 30 minutes maximum followed by a panel discussion

A slide show of the Catalina’s sheep habitat will be on the screen and revolving prior to the Meeting and
during the panel discussion

Forest Service Information about the Scoping will be provided at the end
Set up a table in the Theater for FS where they would accept Public Comments
Rough PowerPoint Outline:
1) Background
2) Sheep life history
a) Reproduction
i) Tie into dog and hiking restrictions
ii) Restricted hunt
3) Current Habitat assessment — very short
a) Reasons itis now viable
4) Major decisions
a) Sheep Capture/release
i) Collars
(1) monitoring
(2) Research — brief
(3) Show Capture video from GMU22
b) Mt. lion management
i) How many lions are in Catalinas?
ii) How many will be killed for project?
iii) Adaptive Management
5) Advisory Committee

a) Mission Statement



6)

7)

8)

b) Committee members
c) How it functions
i) Commission Liaison

(1) Pilot project

(2) New way to work together towards a common goal
d) Future
Monitoring
a) Firescape
b) When would they be hunted? (Guidelines)
Scoping announcement

Panel discussion

Action Items:

Create Banner with AC member Logos for public info meetings— Mark Hart/Joe Sacco

Send out an announcement for Saddlebrooke Public Meeting Sept. 12, 2013 — Mark Hart

Send out an invitation to the AC for the public meeting — Joe Sacco

Set follow-up meeting with Oro Valley in prep for resolution — Brian Dolan

Attend joint meeting on enforcement of BHS Management Area Order — John McGehee

Revise Fundraising flyer — Ben Brochu

Look for Celebration venue (El Conquistador, Ventana Canyon etc.) - Joe Sacco

Next Meeting(s): 9/10, 9/26

Future Agenda Items:

Forest Service Firescape plan timeline



