Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Minutes
November 5, 2013

Attendees: Raul Vega, Joe Sacco, Sergio Avila, Randy Serraglio, Mike Quigley, Brian Dolan, Joe
Sheehey, Trica Oshant Hawkins, John McGehee, Martin Guerena, Mark Hart, Marc Stamer, Stan Helin,
Shalonda Guy, JW Harris

Guest Speaker: None

Note Taker: Kathy Nation

Location: Tucson Arizona Game and Fish Department Office
Time: 6PM-8PM

Meeting announcements: Ben is at netgunner training.

Mark Hart and Joe Sacco were guest on “The Visit” (KVOI 1030am) with Joe Dreyfus and discussed the
project.

Minutes:

e Capture and Release Logistics: Nov. 16" capture 15 sheep in Trigo Mtns. Transport to staging
area on the Imperial National Wildlife Refuge. Hoping to have all 15 captured by noon.

e Nov. 17" capture final 15 from the Plomosa Mtns., transport via trailer to Catalina State Park.
Travel to release site, position trailer, set up release site and designate spectator area.

e Nov.18" transport to release site and release at around 7:30 a.m.

e The sheep will be monitored by the Dept. Vet. Anne Justice —Allen, they will be given a health
assessment, data collection and fitted with a collar.

e Who can go to capture: Sector 9, Commissioner Harris, Trica (Sun) Mike?
Media:

e KGUN & KOLD are possible for capture, all local stations at release

e Staging area is trailhead parking lot Montrose Canyon Trail head.

e Flyers will be at trailhead —“THIS TRAIL CLOSED ON NOV. 18™”

e Should send e-mail to hiking clubs notifying them also



e Hounds man’s contract awarded and will take effect on Nov. 15th
e The hounds man will do a walk through with dogs looking for lion sign and areas lions might use.

e Number of people at release: committee members, Kathie Schroeder (local rehabber), School
children, media

e The sheep’s welfare is the highest concern; they may be released early if they are in distress

e Raul will contact Brian Wakeling to establish the highest number of observers that he thinks is
acceptable

e Public meeting and Celebration Nov.23™ from 4-6 at a location to be determined, possibly El
Conquistador, La Reserve, Ventana Canyon or Sabino Canyon.

e |nvited guests could include, Oro Valley Town Council, Pima County Supervisors, Reps. Grijalva,
Barber, AGFD Commissioners 50-75 people total

Media/messaging

e Coordinate message; what’s best for sheep, holistic approach, this is just the starting point for
the project, a lot more to come

e Joe will e-mail talking points for review, return by Mon. Nov. 11™" with any changes
o  Mike will talk with Doug Ramsey, Public Radio

e  KUAT, KXCl approached Sergio Avila about project.

e Tribal Consideration:

e Tryto get Elder to bless sheep before release; Trica will work with her contacts in the Tohono
O'odham

MRDG/EA
e Letters on scoping went out in mid Sept., received 4 comments back
e Final document late Feb/ early March no helicopter use until then.
Mortalities:

e Entire committee gets an e-mail when a mortality signal is received and after determining cause
of death and hounds man tracks with results and findings

0 Invitation to Committee members that want to assist with investigation

0 Dose the committee desire to meet?



e Necropsy Kit and protocol will be used.
0 Reviewed protocol form
e Concern about the emphasis of the investigation; determining if COD was predation is priority
e A gross analysis of ML stomach to determine if sheep or other prey was consumed.
e Shalonda will send Brian Dolan the copy of brochure that the FS developed
Action Items:
Ask when we get lab results from the sheep capture - Joe
Next Meeting(s): 12/03

Future Agenda Items:



