Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction Advisory Committee Jan. 24,2013
Discussed hand outs from last meeting
Mountain Lion Management Plan:

Question: Explain how multiple bag limit works, can each hunter kill 10 lions before hunt close? And
how do you know when the 10 bag limit is reached?

Hunters are allowed to take 1 lion per day until the preset (10) bag limit is reached then the unit
reverts back to 1 lion per year per hunter. One hunter could kill all of the lions in the preset (10) bag
limit or 10 hunters could each kill 1 lion and the limit would be reached either way.

Successful hunters have 48 hours to call in and report their kill and 10 days to physically present
the lion for inspection at a regional office or have a Wildlife Manager in the field check in the lion. The
unit closed on the following Wednesday.

Would you only take 10 more lions over and average year? Example 18 lions were taken in 2011 plus
the 10 bag limit for a total of 28 lions.

No, not everyone who has a tag is successful, the preset bag limit is a starting point the number
could go up or down depending on the success rates of each individual hunter. Historically multiple bag
units don’t increase harvest numbers.

Had a discussion on Management Method Alternatives/Removal
Active removal needs collared data
Management Threshold Criteria:
Recruitment rate active-stable 80 sheep threshold for years 4-5
Mortality rate Trigger, is this real or adjustable?
When do we re evaluate to adjust plan?
Is group comfortable with both multiple bag limit & active management?
Is multiple bag limit a deal beaker?

What is administrative removal- The Department hires a hounds man to kill a lion that has taken a
sheep. The value of the lion is lost with this approach

Each organization seed to be thinking more broadly on what it is willing to give to make this project a
success.

Limiting Factors: discussed limiting factors other than lions and steps being taken to offset them.



Discussed possibility of increased deer surveys- deer can be counted during both deer and javelina
surveys

Discussed other releases: what was earliest documented kill? Almost immediate due to lack of other
prey species in area.

Future agenda;
How to monitor sheep and track long term survival after collar falls off
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