Arizona Bird Conservation Initiative (ABCI) Grant Projects 

During fiscal year 2006 (FY06), the ABCI Grant Program provided $140,000 to help fund 14 projects. When combined with federal and other matching funds, these projects represent $457,931 in bird conservation work. The summary list below includes FY06 projects, denoted by an *, as well as projects that have been funded in previous fiscal years. 

Habitat Restoration/Enhancement 
· *The Arboretum at Flagstaff, for the project “The Arboretum at Flagstaff Wetland Habitat Enhancement” to expand an existing perennial aquatic system (pond) by creating a cottonwood/willow ecosystem and spring habitat, and by restoring an ephemeral wetland habitat. The award is in the amount of $35,000. 

· *Arizona National Guard, for the project “Camp Navajo Old Growth Trees Protection” to protect mature trees (e.g. ponderosa pine, Gambel oak) and large diameter snags, by raking accumulated forest litter and duff, before the implementation of a forest-restoration-oriented prescribed fire program. The award is in the amount of $14,950. 

· *Bureau of Land Management: Yuma Field Office, for the project “Mittry South Site Riparian Habitat Restoration” for the continued restoration of approximately 50 tamarisk-cleared acres through planting and maintenance of native shrubs and trees. The award is in the amount of $9,800.

· Bureau of Land Management: Yuma Field Office, for the project “Lower Colorado River Transient Burn Riparian Habitat Rehabilitation” to reestablish approximately 1,000 cottonwood, willow and mesquite trees in an 8-acre area that burned in 2004. The award is in the amount of $7,300.

· City of Yuma, for the project “Yuma West Wetlands Burrowing Owl Habitat” to establish 20 artificial burrows for relocated burrowing owls and to build a viewing platform to allow for public observation of these birds. The award is in the amount of $2,800.

· City of Yuma, for the project “Yuma West Wetlands Hummingbird Habitat” to extend the existing hummingbird garden in the Yuma West Wetlands Park by an additional 2 acres. The award is in the amount of $3,200.

· The Nature Conservancy, for the project “Upper San Pedro River Habitat Protection” to fence sections of upland areas within the San Pedro River watershed. The award is in the amount of $13,000.

· Tucson Audubon Society, for the project “Site Assessment and Concept Design to Benefit Priority Species and Habitat at the Esperanza Ranch on the Santa Cruz River” to support restoration design efforts, including assessing the site, preparing a concept design for restoration and developing a work plan to guide implementation of restoration efforts. The award is in the amount of $5,000.

· *U.S. Forest Service: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, for the project “Johnson Canyon Fence” to construct ½ -mile 4-strand wire fence across Johnson Canyon to exclude livestock grazing from the Forest portion of Johnson Canyon to accelerate recovery of the riparian area and reduce sediment flows into the Blue River. The award is in the amount of $8,420.

· U.S. Forest Service: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, for the project “McCormick Springs Elk-Proof Fencing” to exclude approximately 5 acres of wet meadow surrounding McCormick Spring from grazing ungulates. The award is in the amount of $9,000.

· U.S. Forest Service: Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest, for the project “Jacques Marsh Elk-Proof Fence Repair and Riparian Planting” to exclude elk from entering a riparian habitat and for planting cottonwoods and willows. The award is in the amount of $6,000. 

· U.S. Forest Service: Kaibab National Forest, for the project “Kaibab Plateau--Three Lakes Habitat Protection” to build a fence to exclude grazing livestock and native ungulates from wetland areas. The award is in the amount of $15,252.

· *Wild at Heart, for the project “Artificial Burrows for Burrowing Owls in Chino Valley” to install artificial burrows at one burrowing owl release site in Chino Valley. The award is in the amount of $1,980. 

Inventory/Monitoring 
· Archaeological Consulting Services, Ltd., for the project “Watson Woods Important Bird Area: Avian Inventory and Habitat Mapping” to conduct bird surveys and map sites in the Watson Woods Important Bird Area. The award is in the amount of $18,500. 

· *The Hummingbird Monitoring Network, for the project “The Hummingbird Monitoring Network: Building a Conservation Program for Hummingbirds” a systematic banding study that generates knowledge about hummingbird diversity, abundance, productivity and survivorship at various sites in the Western United States and northwestern Mexico. A first-year award is in the amount of $3,000, and a second-year award is in the amount of $12,000. 

· Northern Arizona Audubon Society, for the project “Bird Population Monitoring at Hay and Tremaine Lakes” to monitor breeding and migratory bird populations at Hay and Tremaine lakes, located within the Anderson Mesa Important Bird Area. The award is in the amount of $900. 

· *Sonoran Audubon Society, for the project “Avian Monitoring at the Agua Fria National Monument Riparian Corridors and the Salt-Lower Gila Rivers Ecosystem Important Bird Areas” to conduct bird monitoring with “Citizen Science” volunteers. The award is in the amount of $3,600. 

· *Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory, for the project “Arizona/Sonora Migration Monitoring Network” to monitor avian migration across a broad front of southeastern Arizona and northern Sonora using a coordinated network of spring and fall bird banding sites (four in southeastern Arizona and two in Sonora). A first-year award is in the amount of $10,000, and a second-year award is in the amount of $4,000. 

· U.S. Geological Survey, for the project “Distribution and Abundance of Breeding Arizona Grasshopper Sparrow, and Associated Priority Grassland Species, in the Southwestern U.S.” to determine the current distribution and abundance of several grassland species in the southwestern United States (southeastern Arizona and southwestern New Mexico). The award is in the amount of $5,069. 

Research 

· Northern Arizona University, for the project, “Importance of Cover at Desert Wildlife Water Developments to Migrating Birds” to qualify use of wildlife water with different densities of vegetative cover by migratory and resident birds during spring and fall migration and identify management options for developed wildlife waters that may benefit migratory birds. The award is in the amount of $10,000. 

· *U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: San Bernardino National Wildlife Refuge, for the project “Riparian Restoration Effects on Avian Community and Vegetation in Southeast Arizona” to determine how riparian restoration work affects avian communities in southeastern Arizona by comparing bird and vegetation densities before and after restoration efforts, and in control and impact sites. A first-year award is in the amount of $13,600, and a second-year award is in the amount of $5,000. 

· University of Arizona, for the project “Determine Overwinter Status and Estimate Annual Survival of Burrowing Owls in the Tucson Basin” to conduct monitoring and resight surveys on more than 400 color-banded burrowing owls in the Tucson basin. The award is in the amount of $4,000.

· *University of Arizona, for the project “Migratory Status and Factors Influencing Winter Residency of Burrowing Owls in Southern Arizona” to determine the migratory status of burrowing owls nesting in the Tucson and Coolidge areas of southern Arizona and to investigate factors (e.g. food abundance) that may influence winter residency of owls in these areas. The award is in the amount of $5,700. 

· University of Arizona, for the project “Effects of Groundwater Withdrawal on Avian Abundance and Species Richness in Riparian Areas of Southeastern Arizona” to collect data that will help predict the ultimate effects of proposed groundwater withdrawal on abundance and diversity of breeding birds in areas being proposed for development that are near important riparian areas. The award is in the amount of $5,000. 

· University of Arizona, for the project “Reproductive Success and Habitat Associations of Riparian Birds Within the Sky Island mountains of Southeastern Arizona” to measure reproductive success and nest failure, and quantify habitat characteristics associated with successful and failed nesting attempts. The award is in the amount of $5,500. 

· Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory, for the project “Wintering Ferruginous Hawk Study in Sulphur Springs Valley” to evaluate habitat use and behavior of wintering ferruginous hawks in agricultural areas and grasslands. The award is in the amount of $7,100.

Education/Outreach 

· *Audubon Arizona, for the project “The Agua Fria National Monument Riparian Corridors and the Salt-Lower Gila Rivers Ecosystem Important Bird Areas Avian Conservation Plans” to develop conservation plans and partnership signage at two Important Bird Areas. The award is in the amount of $5,000.

· *Bureau of Land Management: Yuma Field Office, for the project “Yuma Birding and Nature Festival” a four-day event that focuses on raising public understanding, awareness and appreciation for birds and other plant and animal species occurring on public lands. The award is in the amount of $4,930. 

· *Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory, for the project “Arizona Hummingbird Survey” for a statewide citizen science program to monitor abundance and diversity of breeding, migrating, and wintering hummingbirds. A first-year award is in the amount of $12,000, and a second-year award is in the amount of $6,500.

· *Wild at Heart, for the project “Burrowing Owl Brochures” to update and print the burrowing owl brochure—“Development and Burrowing Owls in Arizona.” The award is in the amount of $2,860.

· *Wild at Heart, for the project “Burrowing Owl West Nile Vaccinations” to vaccinate 200 burrowing owls before they are relocated. The award is in the amount of $2,200.

· *Wild at Heart, for the project “Kingman area Burrowing Owl Camera” to establish a wireless video camera system for monitoring a burrowing owl burrow, making it possible to monitor the owls day or night while providing a video feed available to students via distribution on the Internet. The award is in the amount of $3,060.

