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U.S. FOREST SERVICE LAND AND TRAVEL MANAGEMENT PLANNING 
 
General Planning Status – Please see attached worksheet. 
 
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest 
 
The Proposed Plan and Draft Environmental Impact Statement are currently available for review 
during a 90 day public comment period. The Department is currently reviewing the plan and will 
provide a formal response in May 2013.   
 
Coconino National Forest 
 
The Forest continues internal development of its Revised Land and Resource Management Plan 
(LRMP). Release of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is expected in March 2013.  
 
The Forest is in the implementation phase of its Travel Management Plan (TMP). 
 
Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project  
Planning for the Flagstaff Watershed Protection Project (FWPP) has started and the Department 
is serving on the Interdisciplinary Team for this effort.  The Region is currently reviewing a pre-
public draft Proposed Action.  FWPP is a voter-approved, $10 million bond to reduce fire risk on 
the steep slopes of Mt. Elden and the Dry Lake Hills above Flagstaff as well as the Mormon 
Mountain area.  Helicopter and cable logging will be employed.  Impacts to Mexican spotted 
owls and prime mule deer habitat are the focus of the Department’s project evaluation.  Given 
the need to protect the community, and the political backing to this project, the Department will 
make this a priority project.  
 
Coronado National Forest 
 
The Draft Travel Management Plans are being developed for each District and will be released 
successively for public comment beginning in 2013. 
 
The Draft Land and Resource Management Plan and EIS are currently in internal review and are 
expected to be available for public input in late fall of 2013.   
 
Kaibab National Forest 
 
The North Kaibab Ranger District released its Record of Decision for their TMP, and the 
Department subsequently appealed the Forest’s Decision. The appeal addressed two main issues: 
1) the omission of Motorized Big Game Retrieval (MBGR) for deer, and 2) the inadequate 
provision of dispersed camping in the pinyon-juniper habitats.  
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The Department received a ‘final administrative determination’ from the Deputy Regional 
Forester denying the Department’s appeal on the TMP.  As it stands, MBGR will be allowed for 
bison and elk, 1 mile from designated system roads (except where prohibited).  Motorized 
dispersed camping will be allowed 300 feet from either side of 99 miles of specified roads and 
100 feet from either side of 104 miles.   The Department filed a FOIA request and received the   
Project Record from the North Kaibab Ranger District on March 1.  The Department’s additional 
FOIA request for all communications, including emails generated and received by Forest and the 
Dept. of Agriculture in connection with the development of the NKRD travel management 
decision has been forwarded to the Southwestern FOIA Service Center for review and final 
determination. 
 
North Rim Corridor Management Plan 
The Department has been engaged in a stakeholder process to put together a Corridor 
Management Plan for the North Rim Parkway (Scenic Byway) on Highway 67 from Jacob Lake 
to the National Park Service boundary.  This corridor management does not define ADOT 
projects for the foreseeable future per say but serves as a guiding document for cultural, historic, 
recreational, archaeological, natural, and scenic qualities.  The Region has been working with 
Contracts Branch to assure that wildlife connectivity language is in place such that as traffic 
volumes increase, and/or road improvements occur in the future, we are prepared to implement 
appropriate crossing structures.  
 
Prescott National Forest 
 
Public comment period on Draft LRMP ended November 12, 2012. 
 
Motorized Big Game Retrieval 
Motorized big game retrieval will be allowed one mile from designated roads for elk only.  
 
Tonto National Forest 
 
The Land and Resource Management Plan (LRMP) has been under internal revision and is 
anticipated to be out for scoping in 2014 with a 4-6 year timeline for the final LRMP and EIS. 
The LRMP will replace the existing 1985 (with amendments) version. The LRMP process will 
take on a more collaborative approach, beginning with a workshop to define partner roles and 
responsibilities, etc.  The intent is to have Department involvement early and throughout the 
process.  
 
The Department recently participated in the annual tri-agency coordination meeting with the 
TNF and USFWS at the Goldfield Administrative Site. The meeting included an afternoon 
working session on the TMP. The Department is being invited to participate as a cooperating 
agency and will sit on the ID team for the TMP. Breakout groups were organized by Ranger 
District, each with a map of the proposed action and list of bullets to address that included: law 
enforcement, habitat damage areas, recreational access, administrative access and dispersed 
camping. The break out exercise was intended to further the discussion, identify issues and 
provide input that could be used in potential development and/or modification of an alternative 
for the DEIS. The information from the work sessions is currently being compiled. The TNF is 
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currently reviewing the TMP public comments and developing responses. The analysis will be 
the next step in the process. 
 
U.S. FOREST SERVICE – GENERAL UPDATES 
 
Four Forest Restoration Initiative- 4FRI 
4FRI is a 2.4 million-acre initiative to reduce fire risk and restore forest health in the ponderosa 
pine ecosystem of northern Arizona.  It is a collaborative effort between the US Forest Service 
and a group of roughly 40 diverse stakeholders.  The Department has been involved since its 
inception in 2009, recognizing the critical need for forest restoration to reduce the risk of 
uncharacteristically large and severe wildfire. The Department is currently reviewing the DEIS 
which encapsulates roughly 990,000 acres.  The pre-release document allows the public an 
additional 60 days to comment, with a formal comment period beginning at the termination of 
these first 60 days.  The Department is engaged on several subcommittees to review the EIS. 
Planning for the second EIS (A-S and Tonto NFs) is expected to kick off soon.  This initiative 
has the potential to positively impact wildlife populations and our constituents at the landscape 
scale, and as such it requires significant Department investment to ensure that it is founded on 
the best available science.  Related to the 4FRI, a monitoring coordinator job was just flown with 
the USFS which will be a crucial piece to assessing impacts on wildlife. 
 
Coconino and Kaibab National Forest Pronghorn Permeability 
The Department has been working with both the Kaibab and the Coconino National Forest to 
increase permeability for pronghorn across several highways including Hwy’s 89, 180, and SR 
64.  The goal is to assess where Right of Way fence may be precluding animal movement across 
these roadways and either remove or push back these fences at least .10 of a mile.  This distance 
has been shown by Contracts Branch Research to increase the willingness of pronghorn to cross.  
The Coconino will begin work on a stretch of Hwy 180 near Kendrick Park this summer with 
hopes that the Kaibab stretches of highway can follow next summer.   
 
Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest 
 
Apache-Sitgreaves (A-S) Forest Plan Revision 
Department personnel met with the Forest Service to discuss landscape restoration planning for 
the Lakeside and Springerville Ranger Districts as well as a portion of the Alpine Ranger 
District. Planning will include compiling past projects, projects with applicable NEPA and 
archaeological clearance, and projects in need of clearance(s).  The Department will work with 
this group in an effort to tie habitat projects from private and state lands into past or future 
treatments on the national forest to facilitate wildlife movement corridors and maximize benefits 
to wildlife. 
 
Coronado National Forest 
 
Rosemont Copper Project 
The Department continues to work with representatives from the Rosemont Copper Project, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Forest Service, Army Corps of Engineers, and other stakeholders 
to discuss potential state and federal trust resource impacts. 
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Santa Catalina Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction 
The Department continues to work with stakeholders to study the possibility of reintroducing 
bighorn sheep into the Santa Catalina Mountain Ecosystem Management Area.  The current 
strategy under consideration would include a translocation of thirty bighorn sheep from the 
Chocolate and Trigo Mountains to an area near Finger Rock Canyon within the Pusch Ridge 
Wilderness in November.  Each would be fitted with a GPS satellite collar to monitor their 
movements and detect mortalities.  
 
The need for prescribed burns in the sheep habitat, and predation concerns, are among factors 
being weighed by the Department in developing the reintroduction strategy.  The Department is 
carefully considering the importance of managing predation by mountain lions as well as 
additional habitat requirements to achieve the optimal results from the translocation.  Although 
the Aspen and Bullock fires decreased brush and increased the habitat rating of the area, much of 
the best sheep habitat on Pusch Ridge remains unburned.   
 
Kaibab National Forest 
 
North Kaibab Cheatgrass 
Cheatgrass and other invasive annuals have become widely established on the Kaibab Plateau 
and adjacent areas, reducing habitat quality for mule deer and other wildlife, and setting the stage 
for unnatural, high-frequency fires which will cause further ecosystem degradation.  In response, 
managers have applied a variety of treatments, including “hands-off” management with hopes 
that native plants will eventually prevail, herbicide application, and seeding of native grasses and 
shrubs.  Results to date have not met expectations.  New approaches are needed, particularly 
means for breaking up continuity of fuels at a landscape-scale, and limiting fire spread when 
ignitions occur.  Efforts to address this issue are a priority for the Region and the following 
approach is being considered: 
 
Phase I-- A firescape analysis of the westside of the Kaibab.  The goal of the analysis is to look 
at cheatgrass fuel loading across the westside, potential wildfire spread across the landscape, and 
strategic placement of fuel breaks (greenstrips/brownstrips/existing roadways, etc) to reduce fire 
spread and protect previously unburned core areas of mule deer habitat.  It should be noted that is 
more than an academic analysis, ie, results will feed directly into Phase II which is on the ground 
work. 
  
Phase II-- Results from Phase I will feed into implementation of a fuel break in a strategic 
location(s).  These fuel breaks would be achieved by using plant materials covered under the 
Westside EA (native plants only).  There are several species such as Lewis's flax, pennstemon 
spp, and western wheatgrass that show promise.  In addition to the "native green strips" there 
is some interest in using non-native species but these would likely need to be embedded as small 
experimental trials, contingent on approval by USFS.   
 
Prescott National Forest 
 
Agua Fria Grasslands 
The Verde District of the PNF is proposing to improve wildlife habitat and watershed conditions 
on the Agua Fria Grasslands portion of the forest. The Department is in the process of reviewing 
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and providing comment to the PNF. Our overarching recommendations include taking actions 
for reduction of juniper and shrub encroachment, reduction of erosion and sedimentation, 
improvement of water infiltration, recharge and stream flows, improvement of wildlife habitat 
quality and connectivity, and promotion of rangeland plant community, productivity, diversity 
and abundance of important forage species for wildlife. 
 
Prescott National Forest Annual Coordination Meeting 
Department Personnel met with the Prescott National Forest on February 12, 2013 for the annual 
coordination meeting.  Discussions were productive and focused on access issues, proposed 
interagency habitat improvement projects, recreational shooting, as well as changes in staff and 
how to effectively coordinate projects.  At the meeting, the Department provided an overview of 
its Strategic Actions Plans (WL 2020 and SWAP) and an introduction to HabiMap.  Following 
the meeting, it was announced that the current Forest Supervisor, Betty Mathews, has accepted a 
new position in Georgia and will soon be leaving service on the Prescott National Forest. 

 
Wilderness Proposals and Record of Decision in September (See attached Map) 
Since providing comments on the Forest’s final Draft EIS and Forest Plan in November, it has 
come to the attention of the Department that the Forest is modifying their preferred alternative 
for the Record of Decision (ROD) which will be submitted in accordance with the provisions of 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  In its new preferred alternative (Alt. E), the 
Forest has reduced the number of new acres proposed for wilderness consideration from ~44,000 
acres to ~23,000 acres.  Of those acres that remain, the Forest has vacated its intention to 
designate any new wilderness areas, and will limit its wilderness proposal to only areas that are 
contiguous with existing wilderness.  The ROD will become available to the public when it is 
posted in the Federal Register – likely in early September. 
 
Tonto National Forest 
 
Red Creek 
The Forest has scoped a proposal to improve ecological conditions and to authorize continued 
livestock grazing on the Red Creek, Six Bar, and Skeleton Ridge allotments (Allotments) in the 
Cave Creek Ranger District. The Department provided preliminary comments and 
recommendations for preparation of an Environmental Assessment (EA). Primary interests are 
opportunities to develop water and infrastructure improvement projects, management of the 
Verde River Wild & Scenic and other riparian systems, native fish stocking actions, address 
resource impacts from the Cave Creek Complex wildfire and considerations for Special Status 
Species and Arizona’s Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SWAP). The Department remains 
in coordination with the forest and is waiting for the draft EA to come out for review and 
comment period. 
 
SR6 
The Forest continues to develop an EIS to analyze management strategies that maintain and 
improve ecological conditions on six grazing allotments along the Salt River corridor, between 
Roosevelt Lake and the Fort Apache Indian Reservation. Draft Specialist Reports were released 
to permittees this fall. The Habitat Optimization Alt. 4 has been drafted. The DEIS is nearly 
complete and anticipated release is in January for 45 day review period. The Department has 
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requested copies of the Specialists Reports. The Department is currently reviewing the DEIS and 
will be providing comments. 
 
Sustainable Recreation Program 
The Forest has initiated review of its developed recreation program and is currently hosting 
several public open house meetings. From the input at these meetings, the Forest will be putting 
forward a proposal which could result in changes to the operation and maintenance of recreation 
sites on the forest and potential fee modifications. The second round of public meetings will be 
hosted in fall of 2013 to share the proposal and capture additional comments. The Department 
attended and participated in one or more of the open house meetings. In the recent coordination 
meeting an update on the program was provided. The TNF received over 300 comments and 
preliminary findings included: increase in fees was popular, there is a need for a multi day use 
pass, potential removal of unused areas (downsize). The TNF anticipates the proposal out as 
early as this summer. The Department has requested further discussion on the proposal and will 
be reviewing documentation when it becomes available. 
 
Little Green Valley Complex Allotments 
The TNF proposes to reauthorize permitted livestock grazing on Payson, Cross V, Star Valley, Green 
Valley, and Indian Gardens allotments, collectively managed by one permittee. The project area is 
located near Payson, Arizona below the Mogollon Rim and is within the Payson Ranger District, 
Tonto National Forest. This action is needed to reevaluate the implemented alternative from earlier 
analysis and to consider other alternatives that comply with the Tonto National Forest Plan and 
management prescriptions for the Payson Ranger District.  The proposed action is to continue cattle 
grazing and associated rangeland management activities on the allotments. Livestock grazing would 
be managed using an adaptive management strategy as described in this document, with monitoring 
and mitigation measures designed to maintain satisfactory rangeland conditions and improve less 
than satisfactory rangeland conditions. Projects to manage fuels and benefit wildlife were also 
considered. The Department is in the process of reviewing and providing comment. 
 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT (BLM) 
 
Hassayampa Field Office 
 
The draft EIS/draft RMP amendment has been prepared to provide analysis for the potential 
impacts of granting a right-of-way to Arizona Public Service (APS) for the purpose of 
constructing and operating a 500/230kV overhead transmission line from the Morgan Substation 
to the planned Sun Valley Substation. The location for the proposed project includes BLM 
managed lands, Arizona State Trust lands and private lands in northern Maricopa County. Under 
the preferred alternative, the BLM would approve a 200-foot wide ROW within the existing 
designated utility corridor northeast of the Sun Valley Substation. The corridor would be either 
single use (north of SR74) or multiple use (south of SR74). DEIS/DRMP amendment is currently 
out for public comment. The Department has been involved with the project since the 
certification process was undertaken for the original corridor through the Corporation 
Commission in 2007. The Department  reviewed the DEIS and provided comments to conclude 
the proposed action alternative would have the most potential for impacts to wildlife resources 
and recreational uses due to the location, types of uses and wildlife habitat quality. The proposed 
action alternative includes areas north of SR74 transecting OHV areas of high use and in areas of 
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higher quality habitat for things like desert tortoise. The BLM is currently reviewing the public 
comments and developing the responses. 
 
Black Canyon Trail  
The BLM has developed a DEA for the Black Canyon National Recreation Trail (BCNRT). The 
DEA is for the non-motorized portion of the trail only. The DEA is to identify, analyze, build, 
and designate new single and multi-use, hiking and equestrian routes for hikers, equestrian, and 
mountain bicycles that can link to other trail systems and communities; to reclaim, re-contour or 
design a new non-motorized single track trail within the wilderness characteristics allocation at 
the Slate Creek Trail; to analyze the development of parking, staging areas and trailheads 
suitable for facilitating responsible use, ensuring resource protection, parking and unloading of 
horses; to analyze for the development of at least 8 trailheads and staging or camping areas near 
communities with vehicle access points to serve the BCNRT and adjoining public lands; to 
provide an assortment of non-motorized trail links east and west of I-17; to create a ¼ mile 
buffer on the BCNRT for public safety and developmental concerns; and to analyze the effect of 
special recreation permits.  The Department provided a response letter that included concerns for 
inconsistency in signage, recreational shooting opportunities, and further analysis of the 
alternative with regards to BASF and impacts due to the ¼ buffer.  
 
Kingman Field Office 
 
AGFD Region 3/Kingman BLM Annual Coordination Meeting: 
Regional personnel met with BLM Kingman on 2/7/13 at the Kingman Field Office for their 
annual coordination meeting.  Discussions focused on how to better coordinate interagency 
activities such as rangeland and Herd Management Area monitoring, wildlife and burro surveys, 
Department efforts such as HPC’s and access agreements, major actions such as new mining 
activities and special use permits, as well as the Region’s NEPA needs for the upcoming year.  
Personnel from the Lake Havasu Field Office and Region 4 were in attendance as well. 
 
Chloride Mine – Proposed Expansion of Operations 
Regional personnel initiated an Environmental Review for the proposed Chloride Mine 
expansion (GMU 15BE).  This review was initiated for the environmental contractor retained by 
the mine for this purpose - Rizzo Associates.  BLM has instructed Rizzo Associates to evaluate 
migration patterns over the project area before any permits will be issued for the project. Critical 
habitat and species composition maps were provided to the contractor for evaluation during their 
project planning.  
 
Lake Havasu Field Office 
 
Lake Havasu Field Office released the Draft EA for the North Havasu Travel Management Plan.  
The Department attended a public meeting in Lake Havasu City for the Draft EA on February 6, 
2013.  The area includes GMU’s 16 A and B and the southern portion of 18B.  The Department 
has been and will continue to be an active partner in the planning process. 
 
Lower Sonoran Field Office 
 
Sonoran Desert National Monument-Temporary Route Closures 
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BLM continues to work to reopen the routes.  The project has been delayed by retirements and 
budget cuts.  BLM assures the Department they are committed to reopening the routes. 
 
Tucson Field Office 
 
Madrean Archipelago Rapid Ecoregional Assessment (MAREA) 
The Department continues to participate in the Madrean Archipelago Rapid Ecoregional 
Assessment (MAREA) for the Sky Island region located in Arizona and New Mexico. The 
MAREA is intended to identify, assemble, synthesize, and integrate existing information about 
the native species, aquatic and terrestrial resources, and environmental change agents to provide 
information that will help BLM land managers in the ecoregion understand resource status and 
the potential for change of this status from a broad landscape viewpoint. This information will be 
used by the BLM to assist with its land management responsibilities, including Resource 
Management Plans (RMP’s), developing best management practices (BMP’s), authorizing uses, 
and establishing conservation and restoration priorities.  
 
Ironwood Forest National Monument Record of Decision 
The BLM issued a Record of Decision (ROD) on the Ironwood Forest National Monument 
Resource Management Plan (RMP).  The Approved RMP is the same as Alternative C (preferred 
alternative) in the Proposed RMP, with minor modifications made in preparing the Approved 
RMP.  The BLM received eight protest letters on the Proposed RMP/Final EIS, including a 
protest from the Arizona Game and Fish Department regarding the closure of the monument to 
dispersed recreational firearm use.  The BLM Director denied all protest issues.  The Bureau’s 
Protest Resolution Report can be accessed at the BLM website.  
 
Yuma Field Office 
 
The Yuma Field Office and Department staff completed route evaluations for the Imperial Hills.  
The Imperial Hills support a healthy, hunted bighorn sheep population that is commonly 
observed by the public.  The area has seen a significant increase in OHV activity and illegal 
route proliferation over the last 10 years.  A completed travel management plan will greatly 
improve BLM’s ability to manage OHV activity in the Hills and reduce the impacts on bighorn 
sheep. 
 
NATIONAL PARK 
 
Petrified Forest National Park 
 
Petrified Forest National Park (PFNP) Coordination Meeting 
On March 7, the Department held its annual coordination meeting with personnel from the 
PFNP. Among items discussed was the status of public access to the private lands acquired as a 
result of the Petrified Forest National Park Expansion Act of 2004. These lands are still closed to 
the public pending completion of resource inventories. Also discussed was the maintenance of 
important pronghorn waters and the removal of unneeded interior fences with the PFNP 
expansion boundary, the status and potential management of prairie dogs, and potential future 
needs for elk management should resource damage become a concern, particularly within 
riparian areas associated with the Puerco River.  
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Petrified Forest National Park (PFNP) Wilderness Stewardship Plan 
The PFNP announced the release of the Wilderness Stewardship Plan and Environmental 
Assessment for the Petrified Forest National Park (EA). The PFNP wilderness area was 
designated by Congress in 1970, and includes two separate units within the PFNP boundary (see 
attached map). The purpose of the Wilderness Stewardship Plan is to replace the PFNP’s 1979 
backcountry management plan and is intended to guide the future preservation, management, and 
use of PFNP wilderness. 
 
In its comment letter to the PFNP, the Department expressed its concern over the continued 
ability of the Department to adequately manage Arizona’s wildlife as lands are moved into status 
that renders them inaccessible, and therefore requested that full consideration in the EA be given 
to, and provisions be provided, that ensure the ability of the Department to fulfill its public trust 
responsibilities through active wildlife management within the wilderness area. Additional 
comments expressed the Department’s support for the EA’s focus on native species such as 
pronghorn and prairie dogs, efforts to restore the natural fire regime in grasslands, the 
management of invasive plants, development of a wildlife-friendly boundary fence, and attention 
to regional habitat connectivity. The Department also expressed support for the PFNP’s efforts to 
enhance opportunities for public education, backcountry camping, and improved public access to 
the wilderness area.  
 
WILDLIFE AREAS 
 
Horseshoe Ranch 
The Department continues to develop plans for signage, ADA compliance solutions, revegetation 
plans for the pond, NRCS soil surveys and prioritizing water rights recommendations. 
 
Mittry Lake 
Southwest Transmission Partners, LLC is proposing to construct a double circuit 500kv North 
Gila-Imperial Hills Transmission Line from the North Gila Substation, located near the Yuma 
Regional Office, to Imperial Valley CA.   BLM is the lead for federal agency for NEPA 
compliance.  The Department will be invited to be a cooperating agency for the NEPA process.  
The line will also require approval from the Arizona Corporation Commission.  Two of the six 
alternatives would cross the Mittry Lake Wildlife Area.  The plan would be to span the water, 
but there would be one or more towers and an access road in the Wildlife Area.  At an agency 
issues scoping meeting, the Department raised concerns about potential impacts to wildlife, 
specifically waterfowl, migratory birds and endangered species.  The line may also create 
conflicts with hunting and habitat restoration.  The Department will be actively involved, 
representing the Department’s interests and ensuring a thorough analysis of the impacts to fish, 
wildlife, wildlife dependent recreation and Mittry Lake Wildlife Area. 
 
Yuma East Wetlands/Headstream-McVey Property 
The Department is currently reviewing a multiparty agreement that would include the 21-acre 
Headstream and McVey property within the Yuma East Wetlands to become part of the Lower 
Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation Program. The agreement includes property owned 
and managed by the Quechan Tribe, City of Yuma, and the Yuma Crossing National Heritage 
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Area. This effort is for the restoration of approximately 350 acres of cottonwood/willow, 
mesquite, and marsh habitat for species such as the Yuma clapper rail, yellow billed cuckoo, and 
the Yuma hispid cotton rat.  
 
Coordinated Resource Management Plans (CRMP) 
 
Horseshoe 
The Department continues to coordinate and participate on the CRMP for the Horseshoe and 
Copper Creek Allotments. Information is provided to the public via an updated web-site and the 
agencies are utilizing the services of a facilitation group. Progress continues as the group is 
finalizing shared goals and objectives while working into strategies. Parallel to the administrative 
processes, field work has been conducted utilizing a new range and upland evaluation technique 
piloted by the BLM Assessment Inventory Monitoring Strategy (AIMS) for integrated renewable 
resources management. This work was completed over the summer. Riparian monitoring is being 
scheduled. The Department’s statewide fisheries management assessment tool as is being utilized 
as a tool for aquatic management on a sub watershed scale for this process. The aquatic 
assessment sub-team is in the initial phase of gathering data. All of the sub teams continue to 
meet and work through the goals and objectives, along with development of strategies. A sub 
team recently met with Mr. Holbrook to discuss potential water projects on the allotments. The 
CRMP is currently being drafted in sections. The desire to ensure the federal agencies can utilize 
the CRMP process as their NEPA for formal decision and implementation has affected the 
timelines somewhat, but will greatly enhance the ability to conduct management actions under 
one NEPA umbrella at process completion. The anticipated plan document completion will be in 
2013. The recent rangeland field trip shared results of the AIMS monitoring efforts and engaged 
stakeholders and education groups. 
 
RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
 
WIND 
 
Boquillas Wind Energy Project  
The Department continues to participate in ongoing review of an Eagle Conservation Plan (ECP) 
for the Boquillas wind energy project being developed by the Navajo Tribal Utility Authority 
and project partner EDF Renewable Energy and is awaiting receipt of a new draft ECP.  USFWS 
will evaluate the final ECP and associated biological data to help determine whether a federal 
eagle take permit for the project is warranted.  The Department submitted written comment for, 
and presented testimony in support of, Coconino County Planning and Zoning Commission 
review of a permit request by the developers for 5 new meteorological testing towers.  The 
developers received approval for 4 towers at a P&Z public hearing on March 26, 2013, and the 
County required that the fifth tower be replaced due to its greater height and FAA-required 
warning lights. 
 
Mohave County Wind Farm Project 
The Mohave County Wind Farm project core team members are completing revisions and 
updates to the final environmental impact statement (FEIS).  Documents that have been 
addressed include the Dust and Emissions Control Plan, Mine Plan of Operations and the 
Transportation and Traffic Control Plan. 
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The Cultural Resources Ethnographic study has been completed by the Hualapai Tribe, and was 
forwarded to SHPO for their review. 
BLM is reviewing chapter revisions to the FEIS based on responses to comments and revised 
project descriptions.   As part of this revision, BLM and the Bureau of Reclamation have 
addressed comments regarding the FAA Advanced Warning System and how that is considered 
in the Final EIS.  Chapters 2, 4 and the Executive Summary are the remaining sections of FEIS 
to still be addressed.  
 
Dolan Springs Wind Energy Project 
The proponent of the Dolan Springs Wind project, Iberdrola Renewables, had an introduction 
meeting in Kingman in November 2012.  The meeting covered the intent and pre-application 
overview of the proposed project.  Agencies in attendance included the BLM, FWS, AZGFD, 
Western, Mohave County, Hualapai Tribe, Fort Mohave Indian Tribe, USFWS and the NPS.  
Agency concerns included eagle nesting areas, foraging areas for bats, open mines, wildlife 
migration, and historical cultural issues.  No further meetings or information have occurred since 
the initial proponent meeting in November 2012.  
 
Mohave Wind  
BP Wind Energy has made a request to allow for a wider temporary road bed to accommodate 
collector lines. BP clarified that roads within the turbine corridors would not need to be wider, 
but they are limited on how many collectors lines can be buried in a single trench. As more MW 
are pooled and the collector lines approach the substations, multiple trenches would be needed, 
which would result in a wider area of temporary disturbance. The EIS text description should 
explain that roads connecting the turbine corridor will be limited to 56-foot-wide temporary 
roads, where possible, but could expand to 75-foot-widths where necessary. These revisions 
were sent to the BLM for a one-day review period so revisions could be reviewed before being 
incorporated into Chapter 2 of the final EIS. Based on these changes the preferred alternative is 
currently under review, and will be incorporated into the document text prior to solicitor review. 
 
To keep the Final EIS on schedule for a release date to the public in late December 2012, BLM 
and Reclamation agreed to a five-day agency review time for the EIS sections. The Department 
of Interior will have a solicitor review when the entire document is completed. The BLM 
recommended electronic filing of the Final EIS for the EPA to be completed at least 10 days 
prior to the EPA publication date in the Federal Register.  
 
The ROD will be jointly filed by the BLM and Bureau of Reclamation. Western is currently 
preparing a separate ROD. Currently the ROD is scheduled for early 2013. 
 
NextEra CO Bar Wind Energy Project 
The Department met with NextEra Energy and SWCA to discuss the potential CO Bar Wind 
Facility.  This Facility lies on Babbitt Ranches northwest of Flagstaff, and at full build out a 99 
MW facility (ie, roughly 60 turbines).  This project was initiated a few years ago and met towers 
have been in place during this time collecting wind data.  Most recent plans involve moving the 
site boundary to the west to minimize conflicts with golden eagles.  SWCA has been collecting 
biological information for upwards of a year, and is still collecting data using the AGFD Wind 
Energy Guidelines to define the scope of further data collection.  Depending on when (or if) 
permits are granted from the County, the developer would like to begin operation of the wind 



- 12 - 

farm by December 2013.  Once a more complete biological data set is in hand, the Department 
will begin working with SWCA and the developer to draft a Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy 
(formally an Avian and Bat Protection Plan). 
 
Redhorse Wind Project 
The Redhorse Wind Project is proposed for an area that includes the Allen Flat pronghorn 
population in Game Management Unit 32.  Torch Renewable Energy, LLC (TRE), is proposing 
to build a wind-energy facility approximately 15 miles west of the city of Willcox, in Cochise 
County. The proposed project is called the Red Horse Wind Energy Facility. The project area 
encompasses approximately 5,798 acres of land, a small percentage of which would be occupied 
by permanent and temporary project infrastructure, including meteorological (MET) towers, 
approximately 21 2.4-megawatt (MW) or 28 1.6- to 1.8-MW wind turbines and foundations, 
buried electrical collection lines, access roads, laydown areas, a small operations and 
maintenance building, a switchyard at the point of interconnection, and an overhead generation 
tie transmission line. The route of the generation tie transmission line will be southeast of an 
existing 345-kilovolt (kV) transmission line, and run parallel to the existing 345-kV line to the 
point of interconnection at the existing Winchester Substation. The entire project area is located 
on private and State lands, whereas the generation tie line would likely cross State lands to reach 
the point of interconnection.   
  
The Department is concerned about the impacts of this project on the already declining 
pronghorn population in this area. The project site is on the best remaining grassland within the 
Allen Flat and Steele Hills area and also has the potential to impact mule deer habitat.  The 
Department is also concerned with hunter opportunity and access.  The pronghorn habitat on 
State Land in this area has degraded in the last several decades.  Mesquite has overtaken the 
grasslands in the Allen Flat and Steele Hills which are rapidly becoming a disclimax mesquite 
scrubland; the site chosen for the Special Use Permit is considered by the Wildlife Manager to be 
the best open grassland left for pronghorn in the area. 
 
The Department is also concerned with our ability to conduct aerial big game surveys in the area 
if wind turbines pose a significant flight hazard. 
 
The Department will send a representative to the County Planning and Zoning Committee 
meeting on April 10th to express these concerns. 
 
SOLAR 
 
Fort Mohave Solar Project 
Tribal Solar, on behalf of the Bureau of Indian Affairs presented a project overview of the Fort 
Mohave Solar project on February 12, 2013.  The project will occur on tribal lands in Mohave 
County, which borders both California and Arizona near Fort Mohave.  The project consists of a 
310 mega-watt facility on 3600 acres near the Colorado River.  The environmental analysis work 
is currently being conducted and construction is scheduled to begin mid 2014.  The project will 
connect with the Mohave generating station switchyard Northwest of Kingman, with the final 
transmission route to be determined through the EIS alternatives process.  Edison of California 
expects to file an interconnection agreement for transmission by mid April 2013.   
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Sun Stream Solar 
Department staff participated in a Maricopa County Technical Advisory Committee meeting to 
discuss and Special Use Permit for Sun Stream Solar.  The proposal is for a 2,143 acre photo 
voltaic facility in Arlington Valley near Old 80 Highway.  There will be minimal impacts to 
wildlife from this project. 
 
TRANSMISSION LINES 
 
SunZia Transmission Line Project 
The BLM notified Cooperating Agencies (CAs) that the Preliminary Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (PFEIS) would be available for concurrent review by BLM and its CAs beginning 
April 1, 2013. BLM has indicated comments on the PFEIS will be due April 12. The Department 
has requested an extension of the review period, however given the Obama administration’s fast 
track direction on this and 6 other transmission line projects associated with renewable energy 
sources, it is unlikely additional review time will be granted. 
 
The BLM has indicated it will carry forward in the FEIS the same preferred route presented in 
the Draft EIS (Route 4C2c which in part travels through the western portion of the San Pedro 
River Valley). The Department has initiated discussions with the State Land Department with 
regard to mitigation for temporary and permanent impacts expected from construction of the 
SunZia transmission line. 
 
NON-RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 
 
Sierrita Pipeline Project (formerly the Sasabe Lateral Natural Gas Pipeline) 
The Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Statement (ADEIS) is expected to be available 
for review by the Cooperating Agencies by late June or early July. The Department is currently 
reviewing the revised Resource Reports. The FERC has requested comments by April 12. 
 
TRANSPORTATION 
 
Arizona Passenger Rail Corridor Study 
The Federal Transit Administration and Federal Railroad Administration, in cooperation with the 
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) are preparing a Tier 1 Environmental Impact 
Statement for the ADOT Passenger Rail Corridor Study. This study will investigate potential 
high-capacity transportation corridors, which could include intercity rail service between Tucson 
and Phoenix. The Department has participated in the preliminary stakeholders meetings and has 
accepted the role as a participating agency on the Project. The Department has provided 
preliminary input at the various meetings to ensure consideration is given to wildlife 
connectivity, and minimization of impacts to wildlife and habitat through alternative evaluation. 
The Department is providing data to assist in the development of criteria for the evaluation of the 
alternatives and Tier 1 analysis process. The Department is concerned about the high number of 
alternative corridors in the east valley, undeveloped areas that seem to be favored throughout the 
process due to anticipated development. The Department submitted comments on the draft 
concept alternatives for the study and continues to provide support to the project team. The 
Department recently met with members of the project team for status updates and shared the 
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draft Pinal County wildlife linkages data with the project leads to ensure consideration 
throughout the process.  
 
Greenway Parkway 
The Greenway Parkway is identified as a necessary high capacity roadway to serve the future 
developments west of the White Tank Mountains. The study area is found within the southern 
portion of the Douglas Ranch development and will span east to west between the Hassayampa 
Freeway and Turner Parkway. The Department will continue to participate in the Corridor 
Feasibility Study by attending a series of Technical Advisory Committee/Stakeholder meetings. 
 
North/South Corridor Study 
The purpose of this project is to provide a connection between US 60 and I-10 through 
identifying and evaluating various proposed routes. The study also has now included the 
reinitiation of the SR24 study area that crosses the North/South study area (from east to west). 
The studies will be combining efforts to determine the alternatives to be carried forward for the 
tier 1 EIS analysis. We have reviewed and provided comments on the draft alternatives selection 
report that will help to inform those alternatives being carried forward into the Draft Design 
Concept Report and DEIS. The Department remains consistent in support of those alternative 
routes west of the CAP canal, along existing infrastructure and minimizing potential impacts to 
environmental resources. We continue to provide information to assist in the development of 
analysis process as it moves forward. The study team has completed the Alternative Section 
Report and it is being reviewed by the consultants and ADOT. The toll feasibility study 
consultant is preparing a draft scope of work to submit to ADOT. The next phase of public 
involvement is being coordinated and anticipated for summer. The Department shared 
preliminary Pinal County wildlife linkages data with the project leads to ensure consideration 
through the process. The next meeting is scheduled for April 2nd.  
 
Sonoran Valley Parkway (SVPP) 
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) invited the Department to become a formal 
Cooperating Agency for the project’s Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). This parkway will 
be aligned north/south through Rainbow Valley, between the Sierra Estrella Mountains and the 
Sonoran Desert National Monument in southwest Maricopa County. BLM, AGFD, City of 
Goodyear and project consultants met on November 15, 2012 to follow-up on Department 
comments to Chapter 1 & 2 of the project EIS. Since then, all cooperating agency comments on 
Chapter 1 & 2 have been addressed. Comments and resolutions will be circulated in January to 
Cooperating Agencies and consultants are developing Chapters 3 & 4 of the ADEIS. Consultants 
plan to submit ADEIS to BLM late January. Complete ADEIS will be submitted to cooperators 
in mid-February. The Department has not received the ADEIS at this point, but has worked with 
the project team on a revision to the Appendix C for mitigation recommendations for structures.. 
 
I-11 Phoenix to Las Vegas Project 
U.S. Congress in the 2012 Surface Transportation Act designated Interstate 11. The first phase of 
the project is from Phoenix to Las Vegas. ADOT and Nevada Department of Transportation are 
partnering to conduct a two year study of potential corridors for the proposed Interstate. The 
Department participated in a stakeholder’s meeting and expressed that the study should include 
impacts to wildlife, hunting opportunities and stressed the economic importance of hunting and 
wildlife-dependent recreation for the region. It should be noted that one of the ideas “being 



- 15 - 

kicked around” is using Carefree Highway as part of the corridor. This proposal would impact 
Department headquarters and Ben Avery Shooting Range. 
 
The Department met with ADOT and consultants to discuss impacts to wildlife for a proposed 
multi-modal corridor along Interstate 10 from Phoenix to the California border and raised 
concerns about wildlife movement and impacts to wildlife from associated development.  
The Department recently participated on the sub team for natural resources and provided 
comments during the web meeting. In addition, the Department will be utilizing the map review 
committee to pilot a project to help inform and provide information to this project team to ensure 
wildlife and recreational concerns are addressed. 
 
I-15 Virgin River Gorge Bridge 6 
ADOT has completed a 30% plan for improvements to Bridge #6 and a feasibility study for 
improvements to a series of 7 Bridges along I-15 at Virgin River Gorge. The Department has 
recommended fencing and other upgrades to improve bighorn sheep permeability across the 
highway at existing bridge structures. Wildlife Contracts Branch is interested in conducting 
bighorn sheep movement studies in the project area. 
 
SR 303 
The ADOT Loop 303 Feasibility Study Team is continuing to develop and evaluate the 
alternative corridors for Loop 303 expansion to create a north/south link between I-10 and the 
future proposed Hassayampa Freeway. SR 303 is proposed to run through Rainbow Valley just 
west of the Sierra Estrella Mountains in western Maricopa County. Based upon coordination 
with the Bureau of Land Management and the Federal Highway Administration, additional 
research, coordination, and analysis needs to be conducted regarding cultural resources in the 
study area including the proposed Rainbow Valley Road and Cotton Lane corridors. This 
additional evaluation will begin in early 2013 and, upon its conclusion; a final report will be 
prepared. The final decision regarding the preferred alternative will be deferred for 
approximately one year, the results will be documented in a Planning and Environmental 
Linkages document. This document will be approved by the agencies involved and will be used 
in the future as input into an Environmental Clearance for the preferred alternative. The 
document has not yet been released for review. ADOT and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) are reinitiating design concept and environmental studies for the proposed Loop 303 
extension. The original study was placed on hold in 2009 due to uncertain funding levels for the 
Regional Transportation Plan and questions concerning the location of the system interchange 
between Loop 303 and SR 30. An Environmental Assessment (EA) and Design Concept Report 
(DCR) are underway to address possible freeway improvements. Near-term improvements are 
planned to provide the south directional ramps from I-10 to Loop 303. The proposed ultimate 
improvements may include construction of four general-purpose lanes and one high-occupancy 
vehicle lane in each direction for Loop 303 between I-10 and SR 30, and system interchange 
between Loop 303 and SR 30 in the vicinity of Maricopa County Route 85.  
 
US 60 Superior to Globe  
This project is to provide more efficient travel to meet the demand on US 60 from Superior to 
Globe. We remain on the environmental and core teams and have reviewed and provided verbal 
comment on the purpose and need. The few previous meetings were cancelled. Currently, ADOT 
is revising the work plan as FHWY has instructed they do a Tier 1 EIS. The work plan will be 
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http://azdot.gov/highways/valley_freeways/Freeway_Maps/SR801.asp�
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out for review in the fall. The biological overview, Queen Creek assessment will be out this 
month, however, has not been seen yet. The meeting for September has been cancelled.  
 
This presents opportunity for further research, wildlife designs, incorporation of linkages and 
mitigation for loss of habitat. Currently, ADOT is revising the work plan as FHWY has 
instructed they do a Tier 1 EIS. The work plan will be out for review in the fall. The biological 
overview, Queen Creek assessment is scheduled to be available this month. The meeting for 
August and September has been cancelled. We did not provide any additional comments on the 
revised purpose and need. The October and December meetings were also canceled. The core 
team met this month for a progress update. The engineering work is still on hold due to Tier 1 
environmental impact statement decision and development. The work plan associated with this 
Tier 1 EIS has been developed but not approved and will be coming out for review by the 
cooperating/participating agencies. Once the work plan is approved, development of the Tier 1 
EIS commences and Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS will be issued through the federal 
register. The Department is a participating agency and continues to be involved throughout the 
process including review of the work plan and development of the analysis for the EIS. It is 
anticipated that the approval of the work plan would not be until March or later this year. The 
environmental overview for the Queen Creek section that includes the hedge hog cactus model 
and evaluation has been completed.  The Department shared preliminary Pinal County wildlife 
linkages data with the project lead and Tonto National Forest to ensure consideration through the 
process. The project team is not scheduled to meet in March or April. The plan of work has not 
yet been approved. 
 
US 60, Silver King and Superior 
The project is to widen the existing US60 to a four lane rural and urban fringe cross section. The 
Department is currently working with the team to incorporate wildlife friendly specifications into 
the culvert and bridge designs, along with updating the environmental documentation. This 
project includes several drainage, bridge structures and lighting that will provide opportunity for 
wildlife friendly retrofitting. In addition, several wildlife linkages/corridors will need to be 
considered.  
 
The Department continues to coordinate and provide information for the biological evaluation 
and NEPA process. The recent meeting resulted in positive responses to our comments in 
addition to ensuring our participation within the design group. The project looks good overall, 
and with the right structure specifications (they appear to be there for the most part) and the 
inclusion of some funnel fencing this could be a very wildlife friendly road that would promote 
both driver safety and wildlife connectivity. Because of the structures already included and the 
prime location relative to species distributions and habitat, this could be a shining example of 
permeability with relatively little added effort. The recently submitted comments reflect the 
specifications denoted in the AGFD Guidelines for Wildlife Friendly Fencing, the USFWS’s 
2005 Recommended Specifications for Desert Tortoise Exclusion Fencing, and the 2010 ATRC 
report (SPR-650) that reported on the effectiveness of desert tortoise mitigation measures relative 
to highways.  
 
The recent meeting confirmed the 60% design stage will be completed by April 12th. The 
Department continues to work with the consultants on the environmental documentation and will 
be commenting on the 60% designs for bridges, culverts and funnel fencing specifications. The 
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Department shared preliminary Pinal County wildlife linkages data with the project lead and 
TNF to ensure consideration through the process. We have requested shape files of the project 
and a meeting for further discussion on the 60% design.  
 
Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 
The Department presented the Maricopa linkage assessment to the Population Technical 
committee and the Planners Stakeholder Group workshop this past December. Purpose of the 
workshop was to provide a forum to learn about the Department’s linkage planning and to share 
efforts at the local level to implement the program through public planning. The Department 
provided some outreach materials for planners to learn about linkages planning and design. This 
is assisting the Department, not only outreach, but also insight into the various processes and 
scales our tools should be incorporated, in addition to prioritization and identifying needs for 
future refinement efforts. The Department Requested to be on the March agenda for presenting 
to the transportation and engineering committees.  
 
GENERAL UPDATES 
 
Coconino County – Rogers Lake 
Working with USDA-NRCS, the Department recently completed a range inventory of Coconino 
County’s Rogers Lake County Natural Area.  The inventory provides baseline plant community 
information and will allow for monitoring of changes in the plant community.  Monitoring sites 
have been established on comparable locations grazed and ungrazed by livestock to assess the 
impact of livestock grazing on the lake’s value as wildlife habitat.  Pending Commission 
approval in April, the Department will begin work on a Management Plan for the Natural Area.  
 
Uranium 
The Department is in the early stages of working with USGS, USFS, USFWS and others to put 
forth a plan to collect pre-mining biological sampling at the Canyon Mine, just southeast of 
Tusayan. The planning and build out of this mine occurred in the 1980’s however the price of 
uranium dropped at that time and ore was never brought to the surface.  As a reminder- On July 
21, 2009, the Secretary of the Interior proposed a withdrawal of about 1 million acres of Federal 
land near the Grand Canyon from future mineral entry. These lands were contained in three 
parcels: two parcels predominantly on Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land to the north of 
the Grand Canyon (North and East Parcels) and one predominantly on the Kaibab National 
Forest south of the Grand Canyon (South Parcel). The purpose of the temporary withdrawal was 
to examine the potential effects of restricting these areas from new mine development for the 
next 20 years. The Secretary also directed the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) to conduct a 
series of short-term studies designed to develop additional information about the possible effects 
of uranium mining on the natural resources of the region. This study at Canyon Mine is intended 
to address these possible effects.   
 
Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 
The Department is leading efforts to restore an additional 7500 acres of grassland restoration on 
Hopi Three Canyon Ranches’ Clear Creek ranch.  The planned restoration work will remove 
invading juniper and pinyon pine from former grassland and savannah areas on the ranch.  The 
goal of this restoration work is to remove fragmentation of the grassland habitat in the area.  This 
planned work comes on the heels of the recently completed 7,500 acres of grassland restoration 
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work, on the Clear Creek Ranch on the east side of highway 87.  The Department is working 
with the Hopi Tribe, USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Service, and Arizona State Land 
Department on the project. 
 
The Department is working collaboratively with NRCS (BLM and TNF) through the Horseshoe 
CRMP process that includes soil mapping, development of the CRMP, verification and 
modification to ecological site information, riparian monitoring and opportunities for seeding the 
pasture at the Ranch. 
 
Potash Mining 
American West/Prospect Global is moving forward for their permits for their potash mine in 
Apache County. American West has submitted an Air Quality Permit and a Mineral Extraction 
Permit Applications to the Arizona State Land Department for their potential potash mine in 
Apache County. Department personnel are currently reviewing the Mineral Extraction 
application and will provide a comment letter by the due date. In addition, Department personnel 
will be meeting and touring the Prospect Global and Passport Potash potential mine locations in 
order to garner more knowledge of the area and the potential impacts the mines may have on 
habitat and wildlife. 
 
City of Peoria 
The City Planning and Community Development Department has initiated the development of a 
comprehensive open space program within the City and it Planning Area (General Plan).  
Previously the City implemented regulatory tools including Hillside Development Overlay 
(HDO) and Desert Lands Conservation Overlay (DLCO) as a means to guide development in 
these sensitive areas.  The Open Space Preservation Program will be designed to work in concert 
with these tools.    The City provide a presentation on their program to the Department and key 
governmental/agency partners to introduce the plan, discuss the modeling process behind the 
plan, goals and objectives, and to initiate lines of communication and collaboration on the vision 
and implementation of the plan. The Department continues to work with the City and project 
consultants to provide feedback on the open space model and priority projects align with wildlife 
and outdoor recreational priorities for the planning area. The Department conducted a review of 
the Peoria Open Space Master Plan and provided substantive recommendations on the content of 
the draft plan including hunting, fishing, camping and OHV recreation as valued uses within the 
planning area that includes BLM, BOR, County and State land jurisdictions and many important 
access routes. The Department also provided updated information on Special Status Species and 
SGCN species; and substantive review of wildlife information. The recent meeting with the city 
and consultants included modifications to the model. 
 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department (MCPRD) 
The Department met with Park Planner for the White Tanks Regional Park (WTRP) to discuss 
linkage goals and designs for the White Tank Mountains and future plans for the update of the 
WTRP Master Plan update. The existing plan was written in 1964. The management themes for 
the WTRP are education and nature (2009 Parks and Recreation Strategic Master Plan). There is 
interest in working with the Department to incorporate a 20+ year vision of biological resources 
and their management needs into an updated Master Plan for WTRP. Planning process timelines 
are to kickoff a Stakeholder Advisory Group early 2013, followed by public meetings and a draft 
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plan released summer 2013 and a final plan to the MCPRD Parks Commission by December 
2013. The Department continues coordination with the MCPRD. 
 
Pinal Partnership Open Space and Trails Committee  
The Department remains in the discussions for implementation of the master plan and 
participates on the subcommittee for drainage protection. The subcommittee met recently with 
the County planner and Flood Control coordinator for further discussion on data needs and 
process to move forward with the County to identify important drainage features (for wildlife 
and flood control interest) through development of criteria, compilation of data and modeling 
exercise to produce the results. The results could then be used as another layer with wildlife 
linkages and open spaces to help inform where protection/acquisition could be focused, along 
with potential for guiding future development and development of ordinances. The open space 
committee is working to provide presentation of the annual report to the county manager and 
board of supervisors for implementation of the recommendations put forth in the report. The 
committee is also working toward building partnership with the Central Arizona Association of 
Governments. The committee remains committed to producing outreach materials and getting the 
products to stakeholders. The drainage sub-committee continues to work with the county flood 
control and public works department to share information, form partnership and continue to 
research the important drainage features within the county. The county is interested in utilizing a 
green infrastructure layer over the regional transportation layer to further inform decisions. This 
green infrastructure layer would include the open space plan and county wildlife linkages. The 
county has made a commitment to adopt the wildlife linkages into their county comprehensive 
plan during the next major amendment cycle (spring). The committee provided review and 
comment on the Pinal County wildlife connectivity assessment. The Pinal Partnership would like 
to incorporate the connectivity and drainage features, along with open space/trails/parks into the 
regional mapping process.  
 
Pinal County Wildlife Connectivity Assessment 
The report on stakeholder input will be finalized this month and released to the public.  
 
City of Wickenburg 
The City of Wickenburg’s General Plan 2025 is currently out for review and comment. This plan 
is a summary for development guidance in accordance with the city’s vision for the future. In 
addition, the plan includes priority areas with unique goals and objectives adopted from the 
Strategic Work Plan. The Department provided comments on the plan to include wildlife 
linkages, incorporation of wildlife friendly planning guidelines and coordination with the 
Department on transportation planning.  
 
Maricopa County Flood Control District 
The Powerline, Vineyard Road, and Rittenhouse (PVR) Flood Retarding Structures (FRS) are 
located in northwest Pinal County, south of Apache Junction and parallel to the Central Arizona 
Project (CAP) canal between Baseline Road and Ocotillo Road. Per its agreements with the Soil 
Conservation Service (now Natural Resources Conservation Service, or NRCS), the District 
operates and maintains the structures. The FRS protect approximately 72 square miles of 
residential, commercial, and agricultural land in Maricopa and Pinal counties from being 
flooded, and protect structures such as the CAP canal, Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport, and the 
Loop 202 Santan Freeway. The Arizona Department of Water Resources reclassified the PVR 
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FRS as "high hazard potential, medium size structures," meaning they protect substantial 
amounts of infrastructure and a large population. The FFMA recommended rehabilitation of the 
structures which could include structural improvements to the dam or replacement of the dams 
with channels, basins or other flood control facilities. The District recently opened comment 
period for the Draft Supplemental Watershed Plan and Environmental Assessment for all three 
structures. The Department has been in coordination with this project over the past couple of 
years. The Department recently met with the District and NRCS for discussion on the project. 
We are in the process of reviewing and providing comment on the documentation. The 
Department will be continuing to work collaboratively with the District and NRCS on the final 
design of the project that will include the detailed mitigation measures for desert tortoise, Tucson 
shovel-nosed snake, burrowing owl and mesquite tall pot plantings. 
 
Yavapai Ranch PAD Recreational Access Team Meeting 
Regional personnel participated in the second Yavapai Ranch Planned Area Development (PAD) 
Recreational Access Team Meeting.  The Team continued to work on the details of a 
Recreational Access Plan that is being designed to preserve the public’s access to Forest Lands 
that might be impacted by the proposed Yavapai Ranch PAD.  Region 3, PNF, TNC, AZ State 
Land Trust, and Yavapai Ranch Management were in attendance. 
 
Mohave County – Wildlife Escape Ramps 
The Department recently coordinated a Wildlife Escape Ramp Workshop on the Hualapai 
Reservation in Peach Springs. Many interested public attended, and culminated with the 
construction of over 80 wildlife escape ramps, which will eventually be placed in water troughs 
in Mohave County rangelands. 
 
Department of Defense-Barry M Goldwater Range 
The Department has received the final 5 Year review of Barry M Goldwater Integrated Natural 
Resources Management Plan (INRMP).  The Department has been actively working with both 
Luke Air Force Base and Marine Corps Air Stations over the life of the INRMP.  There are no 
significant issues for the Department in the Review. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service- Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Plan 
USFWS and the Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Team are planning to revise and update the 
Sonoran Pronghorn Recovery Plan.  Mexico will be included in the Recovery Team for this 
planning effort.  The Department will be actively involved in the Plan development process. 
 



1 Status of U.S.F.S. Land and Resource Managment Plans (LRMP) and Travel Mangement Plans (TMP) in Arizona
3/4/2013

Forest Status Next  Step Projected Next Step 
Completion

Apache 
Sitgreaves

The Proposed LRMP and Draft EIS are currently
available for review. End of review period
5/16/2013. 

Review Public comments 
and produce final LRMP  
and EIS.

Final EIS (LRMP) End of 2013  
TMP start after LRMP complete, 
draft out  early 2014.  (separate 

Issues: MBGR in prefered Alt B of previous TMP draft 
allows 1mile from road for elk, mule deer & bear.  
658 miles of corridors for dispersed camping 300 ft 
off established roads.

Coconino TMP signed Sept 2011, MBGR appeal denied; Draft 
EIS(LRMP)  ready.  Motor Vehicle Use Maps 
(MVUM's) available

Draft EIS (LRMP) Out for 
review March 20, 2013 

Decision anticipated 7/2013

Issues: Dispersed camping 300 ft from designated roads, else 
30 ft.  MBGR for elk only, 1 mile from roads except 
GMUs 5A & 5B.

Coronado Internal review of LRMP ongoing Public Comment Late Fall 2013
TMP in Process in all Districts. TMP Working Draft Final TMP end of 2013, early 2014 

Decisions by district
Issues: Motor Vehicle Use maps show access through roads 

that have locked gates.  Maps not enforceable.



2 Status of U.S.F.S. Land and Resource Managment Plans (LRMP) and Travel Mangement Plans (TMP) in Arizona
3/4/2013

Forest Status Next  Step Projected Next Step 
Completion

Kaibab AGFD appeal on North Kaibab TMP declined. Consultation with FWS.  LRMP Decision July 2013
Tusayan & Williams TMP in implementation. 
MVUM's available. North Kaibab TMP completed 
9/17/12

Monitoring for Tusayan & 
Williams, Implementation 
for North Kaibab.

Ongoing Monitoring for Tusayan and 
Williams.  (Based on history , North 
Kaibab implementation complete 
mid 2013)

Issues: Tusayan & Williams TMP: MBGR 1 mile from road 
for elk in designated areas.  Dispersed camping in 
camping corridors, or 30 feet from road. North 
Kaibab MBGR 1 mile off designated roads for elk 
and bison, dispersed camping 300 feet off 99 miles of 
designated roads and 100 feet off 104 miles of 

Prescott  Draft EIS LRMP in Federal Register 8/24/2012.  
Public input ended Nov 28, 2012.

Review and Development 
of final EIS (LRMP).

Final EIS (LRMP) anticipated fall 
2013.  Will not do new TMP.  Rely 
on 2009 updated/amended TMP

Issues: Current draft advocates MBGR: Elk within 1 mile of 
designated open road.  May be changed by 
amendment. Dispersed camping 300' from centerline 
of designated roads

Tonto   LRMP  began 2006. Negotiating to reinitiate due to 
rule change. TMP elevated to EIS from EA.  Notice 
of intent to prepare TMP EIS has been released for 
review and comment.  Department comments 
submitted 3/4/2013.  AGFD request to be 
Cooperating Agency is viewed favorably by Forest 
Supervisor (3/13/13 coordination meeting).

LRMP public scoping in 
2014.  TMP draft 
anticipated June 2013

3-4 years to completion of LRMP.  



3 Status of U.S.F.S. Land and Resource Managment Plans (LRMP) and Travel Mangement Plans (TMP) in Arizona
3/4/2013

Forest Status Next  Step Projected Next Step 
Completion

Issues: Department response to NOI: request to be 
cooperating agency and member of IDT. Consistency 
across forests, enforceablility, MBGR, road closures, 
and Dispersed Camping all addressed in response to 
NOI.



The following map shows the reduced extent of areas with wilderness characteristics that 
the Forest is proposing for consideration by Congress 
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