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CLASSIFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, DESCRIPTION, RANGE
 
NAME:  Aimophila ruficeps rupicola 
COMMON NAME: Yuma Rufous-Crowned Sparrow    
SYNONYMS:   
FAMILY:  Emberizidae 
 
AUTHOR, PLACE OF PUBLICATION: Aimophila ruficeps rupicola, van Rossem, 1946. 

Auk, 63, no. 4, October 1946, p. 562. 
 
TYPE LOCALITY: North slope of Harquahala Mountains, Yuma County, Arizona. 
 
TYPE SPECIMEN:  
 
TAXONOMIC UNIQUENESS: One of 6 species in genus; one of 5 Arizona species in genus; 

one of 17 subspecies; one of 2 subspecies in Arizona.  This particular subspecies, rupicola, is in 
question.  Most authorities believe it is a synonym for A. r. scottii.  It has also been suggested 
that it is a northwestern extension of the Mexican subspecies simulans. 

 
DESCRIPTION: Aimophila ruficeps rupicola is similar in size and proportions to Aimophila 

ruficeps scottii.  The species measures around 6 inches (15 cm) in length.  The Yuma rufous-
crowned sparrow has deep grayish-olive dorsal edgings and rump.  Its chest, sides and flanks 
are olive gray.  The chin, throat, and median under parts are darker and grayer than in the 
Aimophila ruficeps scottii.  The crown and reddish brown areas of the feathers of the upper 
parts are darker.  The dorsal streaking is narrower with gray edgings correspondingly broader. 

 
AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION: The Yuma rufous-crowned sparrow is distinguished from 

other sparrows by its distinct rufous crown.  
 
ILLUSTRATIONS: Color drawing of species (National Geographic 1999:402). 
 
TOTAL RANGE: Southwestern Arizona . 
 
RANGE WITHIN ARIZONA: See “Total Range”. 
 
 
SPECIES BIOLOGY AND POPULATION TRENDS
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fragmentation of suitable habitat is a main factor that affects the populations. 
 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN:  
 
SUGGESTED PROJECTS: Taxonomic status of the subspecies are in need of a comprehensive 

study of morphological and biochemical characters to determine their validity and 
distinctiveness.   

 
LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP:  
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