
Shell is 
smooth

Shell is 
spiky

Tail about as 
long as length 

of shell

Tail is much 
shorter than 

length of  shell

Shell is soft Shell is hard

NO red stripe 
on head

Red stripe on 
side of head

Feet are 
NOT webbed

All four feet 
are webbed

Two hingesOne Hinge

Alligator 
Snapping 
Turtle

Common 
Snapping 

Turtle

Bottom shell 
has a hinge

No hinge on 
bottom shell

Spiny 
Softshell

Map Turtle

START HERE; follow the path that 
best* describes the turtle, then click 
on that turtle for species information

Arizona’s Common Captive Turtles

Click on any decision 
box for more on that 

characteristic

Click on any turtle 
picture for more on 
that species

Shell has a
ridge or keel

Shell DOESN’T have 
a ridge or keel

Reeves 
Turtle

1 Keel 3 Keels

START in 
this box


