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Dates of Disappearance of Historical Mountain
Lions in Selected
Midwestern States

Occupied Range
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Locations of
Confirmed
Mountain Lions
in Missouri-
1994- 2006
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Linn Co. Dec. 2010
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Macon Co. April 2011




Nebraska Confirmations by Year
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Pine Ridge Resident Population
1991: First confirmation in modern times
2007: 1# kittens documented, resident
population

Wildcat Hills: 10 Confirmations _"' I!l

1999-2000: Male killed by train, 2 t
2006: Photo, male shot in Scottsbluff
2007: Photo

2008: Male shot in Scottsbluff
2009: #9 Female shot in Scottsbluff
2010: #23 tracks, #25 female shot

North Central: 10 Confirmations
2001-2005: Video, 2 photos, 2 tracks
2006: Male w/SD collar road-kill
2008: #8 Photo

2009: #12 Tracks

2010: #17 Scat #19 Photo

East: 5 Confirmations

2003: #3 Male captured in Omaha
2004: #5 Male killed S. Sioux City
2005: #6 Male road-killed I-80
2009: #11 Tracks/photos

2010: #28 Photo

Central: 17 Confirmations

2000: #1 Tracks, #2 Male killed in St. Paul

2004: #4 Skull found in NE National Forest

2006: #7 Tracks .
2009: #10 Photo, #13 Tracks/deer kill, @ 1991-2008 Confirmations
#14 Tracks, #15 Photo . 3009 Confirmations
2010: #16 Tracks, #18, #20, #21, #22, .
#24, #26, #27, #29 Photos @ 2010 Confirmations

Mountain Lion Presence in Nebraska 1991-Present:
44 confirmations outside of Pine Ridge population




Cougar Confirmations: 1990 to Present
Qutside of Established Range in North America

Canada
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$ 2000 POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN THE UNITED STATES
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Population Density, 2000
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Census 2000: Missouri Profile

Population Density by Census Tract
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North Missouri Land Cover Types- 2005

Missouri is #2 in Beef Cattle Produ
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Landcover Classes

Impervious

High Density Urban

Low Density Urban

Barren or Sparsley Vegetated
Cropland

Grassland

Deciduous Forest

Evergreen Forest

Mixed Forest

Deciduous Woody/ Herbaceous
Evergreen Woody/ Herbaceous
Woody-Dominated Wetland
Herbaceous-Dominated Wetland

Open Water




Form a Mountain Lion Response Team

Team members should be the
trained experts in your state

Record and classify mountain
lion reports

Create outreach handouts

Investigate probable reports that
have evidence

|dentify spokesman for the
agency

Find a lab to do DNA tests

Report findings to the media,
follow up




MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Mountain Lion Response Team

Formed in 1996, the MLRT was
formed to quickly respond to calls
and collect & analyze physical
evidence of the presence of

mountain lions in Missourl.

Purpose Statement:
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Formulate an Investigation, Monitoring &
Communication Plan

e A centralized record-keeping component to archive
reports from the public

e A mechanism for rapidly investigating those reports
and incidents that have some evidence that can be
evaluated, and acting upon them as the evidence
warrants

e A communications component that includes a protocol
for effectively dealing with the media and the public,
with well-crafted messages that reassures the public
that your agency is capable of handling this issue


Presenter
Presentation Notes
End tape recordings. Next few slides consider agency actions in light of public perceptions.


Mountain Lion Media/PR Strategy

1. Form or designate a Mountain Lion Response Team
2. Have a contingency plan for the “what if” possibilities

3. Review (and modify if needed) the legal status of cougars
in your state

4. Establish a good working relationship with the media

5. Inventory known captive mountain lions in the state
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What is your state S response to a E

Rural setting?
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City, suburb.or
| small town?




Missouri’s Plan:
Rural Setting

The recommendation of the MLRT for
a cat that is caught in a coyote trap or
other trap: tranquilize the animal,
remove from trap, collect DNA then
release

The recommendation of the MLRT for
a cat that is treed or bayed in a rural
area: collect DNA with a tissue dart, if
reasonable, remove folks from the
area and let the cat leave on its own
accord




Missouri’s Plan:
Urban/Suburban Setting

e For mountain lions that are
treed or bayed in an urban
area, we will give authority
to the appropriate person to
lethally control, shoot, the
animal

e Carcasses will be transported
to the Resource Science
office in Columbia for
necropsy and DNA
collections




Tagging and DNA Collection
of Captive Large Carnivores




Inventory Captive Large Carni
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Missouri has 41 individuals that
own at least 1 large carnivore
131 animals tagged

— 30 mountain lions

— 27 bears

— 31 wolves

— 43 wolf hybrids

Exotic animals are not regulated by
MDC



Justification

Inherent danger and
potential liability

System to verify
ownership

Better monitor the
legitimate purchase,
sale and trade

Recent escapes include
a wolf hybrid, a black
leopard, a black bear



Benefits to MIDC

Enable enforcement and
assist with record keeping

Safeguard permit holders
from false claims of
ownership

Satisfy public demand for
higher accountability

Department would have the
ability to distinguish captive
animals from truly wild
animals



Amendment of Wildlife Code

(11) All black bears and black bear-hybrids, mountain lions
and mountain lion-hybrids, and wolves and wolf-hybrids
defined as Class Il wildlife in 3 CSR 10-9.240 and
introduced into a Class Il wildlife breeder operation
and/or currently held under such permit are subject to
the following requirements:

(A) Animals shall be permanently tagged or marked with an
identification number via a subcutaneous microchip (PIT tag;
Passive Integrated Transponder tag, provided by the department)
along the animal’s back between the shoulder blades, which
uniquely identifies each individual animal, within sixty (60) days of
birth or acquisition.

(B) A blood or tissue sample sufficient for DNA analysis and registration
for each animal shall be submitted to the department within sixty
(60) days of birth or acquisition.

(C) The holder of a Class Il wildlife breeder permit shall report the
death, sale, or transfer of any animal within three (3) days to an
agent of the department, including the identification number from
the animal’s subcutaneous microchip. Microchips shall not be
reused in other animals.



TWO MOUNTAIN LIONS SHOT IN 2011




CLASSIFICATION HISTORY

 Prior to 2000 mountain lions were listed as
state endangered and otherwise not
mentioned in the Wildlife Code.

e |In 2000 mountain lions were classified as a
furbearer.

e In 2006 mountain lions were listed as
extirpated.



CODE LANGUAGE HISTORY

o All wildlife (native since 1800) are protected by
the Wildlife Code of Missouri whether mentioned
or not.

 Missouri Department of Conservation has
constitutional authority to create it’s own
regulations.

e |n 2006 the “Owner May Protect Property” rule
stated: Mountain lions attacking or killing
livestock or domestic animals, or attacking

human beings may be killed without prior
permission,.........



CODE LANGUAGE HISTORY

e |n 2006 the “Owner May Protect Property” rule
was altered to state: Mountain lions may be
killed without prior permission if they are
attacking or killing livestock or domestic animals,
or if they are threatening human safety.

e Alsoin 2006 the Department stated that it was
not desirable to encourage the re-establishment
of a mountain lion population in Missouri. (this is
similar to how black bears were handled)



Future Direction

e Redefine our
message to the public. [ % &
Including what

constitutes a threat

=

* Re-examine our
Wildlife Code in light of
recent lion activity

e Survey the public
about their attitudes
toward lions in
Missouri



Case Example: “Black Panther”
S

May 2008: A 40-pound leopard
frightened a woman in rural Newton
County. A deputy sheriff shot and
killed the declawed cat.




Typical Missouri Black Panther




Black Bears
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Missouri Department of Conservation




Missouri Bear Status

Classified as furbearers.
Protected with no hunting
season.

Estimated population is 300
to 500 bears

Black bears are protected in
MO

Origin is unknown but a few
bears probably remained in
Missouri with more moving in
from Arkansas

Sex and age distribution in
MO is unknown




Bear Reports per County compared to
Forest Habitats, 1987-2007
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Areas of best bear
habitat where 90% of
bears live

Areas of marginal bear
habitat where less than
10% of bears live










Future Plans
Winter 2011 - Visit dens of collared bears.

Spring 2011 - Set up and monitor 350 hair snares in
the southwestern portion of the state.

Spring 2011 - Trap and collar 25 bears in the
southern portion of the state.

Fall 2011 - Trap and collar bears in the southeastern
portion of the state

Winter 2012 - Visit dens of collared bears.

Spring 2012 - Set up and monitor 350 hair snares in
the southeastern portion of the state
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