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COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN
RESOLVING URBAN WILDLIFE CONFLICTS

Premise: Most wildlife problems result from human
behaviors that create opportunity for wildlife. Wildlife simply
reacts to the available opportunities, particularly when there
are no negative consequences for doing so. Only humans
have the ability to modify their behavior to minimize negative
conflicts with wildlife.

The mission is to organize a community-based effort in
education, communication and coordination for management
of urban wildlife and conflict issues.
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Movements from
GPS Collared Lions and
Distribution Densities

Lines indicate movements
of individual animals. Data
collected from 8/2005 - 12/2008
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Arizona Game and Fish Department

Proposed Revision of Lion/Human Interaction Protocol

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS
PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATIONS ARE NOT FOR PUBLIC DISCLOSURE

Executive Staff Report

Prepared by:
Mike Senn, Assistant Director, Wildlife Management Division

Chasa O Brien, Branch Chief, Research Branch
Ron Thompson, Large Predator Biologist, Game Branch

Tuly 8, 2009




Alternatives

- Alternative A: No Change to Existing Plan

*Alternative B: Use GPS Collars on Lions Solely for
Research and Education Purposes

 Alternative C: Adaptive Management: Place GPS
Collars on Mountain Lions on an “As Needed” Basis

e Alternative D: Geofence Lions with GPS Collars on
Lions on an “As Needed” Basis

» Alternative E: Do Not Place Radio-Collars on any
rge Carnivores




Recommendations

1. Implement use of Alternative A: No change to existing Action Plan, and Alternative B:
Use GPS technology on lions solely for research and education purposes.

Rationale: Individual mountain lions seemed to be highly vanable in their use of residental-
urbanized areas. Previously studied mountain lions have enfered some residential-urbamzed
areas frequently, explored some bmefly and left, simply moved through some areas, and used
others as part of their normal habitats. Despite extensive or occasional use of residential-
urbanized habitats by marked mountain lions, local residents seldom reported encounters or
sightings, except when an animal was killed by hunters or a vehicle. Recent research in
northwestern states also suggests that mountain lions commonly encounter residential-urbamzed
areas.

Based upon our analysis, attempting to radio collar and monitor all lions that may pose a risk to
public safety due to their proximity to humans or urban environments would create some
substantial obstacles in the areas of: 1) hability; 2) difficulty of defining acceptable or
unacceptable lion behavior in terms of the presence, proxmuty, frequency, duration or proximity
of lion to humans; difficulty in defining areas to geofence and setting and monitoring appropriate
alarms; and 3) use of this technology to monitor lion behavior and location 1s likely to put a
significant strain on existing Department resources.

Additional Actions Recommended: In order to implement these recommendations, the
following additional action items are recommended.

1. Draft a new Department policy on the use of GPS radio collars for research or educational
purposes. The new policy would provide direction and establish protocols to address the use
of GPS radio collars, how and when additional information obtamned from GPS technology
may be used. This may mclude research and data as it relates to livestock depredation and
predator/prev relationship studies or educational purposes.

Modify the existing Action Plan to explicitly state that lions will not be radio collared to
monitor lion behavior, and that any lions radio collared for research or educational purposes
will not be momtored for the purposes of determining acceptable or unacceptable lion
behavior as defined in the Action Plan. It should also be modified to allow for the use of
location data of any radio collared lion to expedite the capture or removal of a lion if 1t 15
deemed that the lion should be removed based upon observable lion behavior as cumrently

]

defined in the Action Plan.



TASER for WILDLIFE

STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

SUBJECT TASER ELECTROXNIC CONTROL DEVICE USE/SAFETY | APP
CHAPTER ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES T&z_‘l
PURPOSE
Thes policy sets forth TASER brand Electromic Control Device (ECD) equupment sa
Department of Fish and Game.
DISTRIBUTION

Posted on the Adomstrative Information Center at the followng web address:

RESPONSIBILITIES

1 As set forth i SOP II-700, each Division Director, Regional Supervisor,
shall be accountable for the enforcement of this SOP. All field personnel,
ECD and related equipment, will be given industry standard Taser use and
wssuance; project leaders will be responsible for ensunng field staff 15 propd
ECDs and related equipment. Trammng must be provided by a Taser Inc. oo
agency standards. Division mstructors must be tramed by a Taser Inc. cem
Master Instructor to imdustry and agency standards.

L)

The Project Leader shall coordinate with a Taser cemified mstructor and sh

ECDs and related equupment used in conjunction with an emplovee's job p

and State Standards. All Taser ECDs and related equaipment will be mainta
warking condition and will be performance checked before being taken mid
standards.

3 Emplovees who are directed to work with inad

te or umsafe ECDs shall

R LT LOw L)

{ADFG) Division of Wildlife Conse
for nssistance. Wildlife technician
called on to respond.
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Comparative Study of Capture Techniques in Javelina
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* Arizona Game and Fish Department

* Southwest Wildlife Conservation Center
"Lompoc Valley Medical Center

" Alaska Department of Fish and Game

" TASER Intemnational

Introduction

While chemical restraint delivered bv a gun powder, gas. or mouth-
propelled dart (depending on the application) provides a less stressful
wildlife restraint method and has decreased the incidence of capture
myopathy in some species, this method has the disadvantages of requiring
special control and handling of DEA controlled substances as well as other
potential negative consequences including: 1) trauma from the dart (both
impact, and rapid injection), 2) prolonged vulnerability for the captured
animal if not attended (e.g., predators, environmental exposure, etc.), 3)
overdose, 4) lost darts ( sharps hazards and lost controlled substances). 5)
back drop concerns depending on the scenario, 6) secondary injuries due to
sedation(falls. drowning, ete.). particularly for medications with a longer
onset of action where the animal can flee, 7) risk to staff with handling of
the drugs. and 8) contamination of meat (if the animal could possibly be
used for food at some point later). Furthermore, because dosing is imprecise,
it is possible to have partially sedated animals on approach. requiring
additional medication delivery (and possibly at close range). In addition, due
to partial effect or the long onset of effect, the user must be preparedto
defend him or herself against a possibly confused animal.

Theuse of electronic control devices. commonly used by law
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Questions?
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