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4 000 — 6,000 lions In
California

Habitat loss and
fragmentation from
housing development
limit populations

Mountain Lion Habitat Suitability

Derived From GAP Land Cover Map and WHR Model
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Potential for Conflicts?

Mountain Lion Habitat Suitability
Derived From GAP Land Cover Map and WHR Model
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
6 lions collared concurrently. Three months’ data.
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Mountain Lion Depredation

Mountain Lion Permits Issued and Lions Killed
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Redwood City Lion

SOy}

File  Edit

| print & email link

e
g o SLSC ST o s

I- ettt e

CLICK HERE

00:00/00:15

REDWOOD CITY: Mountain Lion

Cornered And Killed In Backyard ital. D I e EED e

unta a alifornia De
ntain i farnia Dep + Nintendo Changing The Gar th Wi U
5 m

- Man Fearful Of Rapture Attacks Mom Walking
With Child

n two f i d

in atree in their yard atane

ha snread with d


Presenter
Presentation Notes
March 2011. Lion in back yard. Unable to chemically immobilize. Removed using lethal methods.


Preservationist Viewpoint

Dear Sirs,

1 write with respect to the recent killing of a congar in Redwood City, CA. Lastyear one
was killed in Berkeley. For the incident in Redwood City, T learned that the Fish and
Game'D::partment; ‘animal experts’ decided the animal was a threat, and ordered the
Redwood City Police Department to kill it. It took two shots.

First sir, let me say I am not an animal expert, but I know enough about them to state that
any wild animal cornered with lights, commotion, and variety of distractions from all
directions, is going feel threatened, thus snarl, or hiss.
There should be a perimeter, impenetrable to large predators, surrounding any
community of residences. This must be the reason that animals are caged at the zoo.
How else, can the different species be separated? Implementation of the suggested
measures will not cost much, and in comparison to what is lost by the practices of the
present policy, the consequences are exponentially disastrous.

Sincerely,

. . ' From: Mary McDevitt <mary.medevitt@stanford.edu>
Sarkis Khanzadian To: <director@dfg.ca.gov=>
Date: 4/8/2011 1:40 PM
Subject: Mountain Lion shooting in Redwood City

Hello:

| wrote recently to express my anger about the shooting of the Mountain Lion by the DFG in Redwood
City, of which | am a resident. | received no response from the DFG. | would like to know what the DFG is
doing to establish a protocol that does not involve shooting these animals. Is the DFG working with Police
and Sheriff Departments? .

| hope that some sort of humane way of dealing with these important animals can be established that does
not involve killing them--right now, that seems to be the only response.

Mary McDevit!
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Presentation Notes
Diffused situation by informing them of the biological benefit of lions in the area, their ecological importance, current policies and legal authorities, along with situation-specific details.

How can we do this on a larger scale? 

Never second-guessed field-level decision, we back them 100%



These people aren’t quieted by attacks, as you might think (Barbara Schoener – cubs raised more $ than her children). 


Alarmist Viewpoint

e

From: <Pdstent@aol.com:> |5/3j2011 2:05 PH
To: Kenwon, Marc
CC: kageorge@pachell.net; mduri@eo. sanmaten.ca.us; norastent@aol.com
Subject: Counsel

Mark,

Neighbors are seeing a mountain lion and his tracks right in close to our houses on Josselyn Lane in Woodside. The
voters misguided mandate to cease and desist from the taking of all lions is going to lead to a horrible tragedy. | live
in a neighborhood with numerous children, elderly seniors, domestic pets and deer. The latter are disappearing.
Unfortunately, the predator/prey balance will bring more deer into the area because of the palatable domestic
gardens. The explosion of the mountain lion population has driven the younger males to search for new territories
which are now in close proximity to human habitations.

| see two distinct dangers: 1. Direct lion attacks on people and for pets; 2. Citizens taking control of the lions into their
own hands which could result in misguicled projectiles. | urge the CDFG to review the situation before it is too late.
As you are well aware, | am an active and dedicated "hands-on" Conservationist and | live with Lions in close
proximity when | am at my Ranch in Fall River. | can accept this danger. However, in rural nejghborhoods like
Woodside, the risks are now far outweighing the benefits. People are now fearful when the=l L1107 B ET N HEE ECT {oE TN B
their homes or in the neighborhood. File  Edit Heln
What can we do short of walking around armed in our own back yards? | have hesitated to: 2 ﬂ M
compelled to alert you to this situation. There is a clear and present danger and | formally |
this e-mail. GioReit
From: <Pdstent@aol.com:> 5i24j2011 4:14 AM

Peter Stent To: Kenyon, Marc
Subjeck: Re: Counsel

Mark,

Thanks for getting back to me. | am not seeking to eliminate predators from the food chain. | fully understand the
need for balance in the predator prey relationship. My point is that the lion numbers have expanded significantly and
that the frequency and incidence of human lion encounters has increased in the Woodside area to a level that dates
back to the early 1900s when there were far fewer people. The population back then was more attuned to wild
predators and they summarily took them out when they needed to. Today we are a more trusting, naieve and
complacent population.

Additionally, the deer herd is being decimated with each lion takng 40-50 deer per year. At some point the lions will
seek alternate food sources. | believe that DFG has the obligation to fully disclose the change in the lions habits anc
to thoughtfully consider a "thinning" of the lion population in the densely populated areas. To ignore the increased
danger to humans and cdomestic pets borders on dereliction of duty.

Please feel free to tell me | am totally off base and show me where | am wrong. If that is the case, so be it. As you
surmised, | will take care of my family, my pets and my neighbors as necessary.

Peter
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Presentation Notes
Diffused this alarmist by informing him of the current local lion estimated population, attack vs. encounter statistics, the current policy pertaining to lions and other biological information.

How can we do this on a larger scale?



The Alarmists and the Preservationists (as I’ve termed them here) seem to be the most vocal when it comes to these issues. Through their actions, they can drive the political aspects of policy development. Not necessarily always a bad thing, but sometimes complicates the issues for the Wildlife Manager.



What would a lawyer think about this email?



These people are the most vocal when an attack occurs; may carry some clout with regards to litigation. Would these correspondences be included in the administrative record? You bet. But, what would happen if a bunch of people got together from throughout the state and sent me an email from every corner. Then, let’s say an attack occurred. Hard to think that we’d be held liable for failing to act, but maybe not…


Oxnard Bear
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
“no harm-no foul” type situation. Bear in tree, ~5 miles from nearest “traditional” bear habitat. Bear treed, no escape route, mass media presence, crowds gathered all morning.

Darted in tree, fire dept ladder company rigged hoist to remove bear from tree (didn’t fall to death).


Oxnard Bear



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bear Safely on ground, loaded in truck, moved to nearest National Forest lands and released. Positive media attention, no “hate mail”. Accolades all around. 

However, no soon thereafter, we had to deal with another bear that ended up being lethally removed. Of course, media attention and more hate mail.


If All Goes Well

Biological Socio-political

A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nonlethal removal

No media attention

Quick operation


If All Goes Poorly

Biological

Education


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Usually lethal removal

High media coverage (some negative)

Inconsistent with policy

Long, drawn out operation


ldeal Situation?

Politics



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Political measures are derived with a firm understanding of the biological issues.

Keeps policy decisions at Management level.


How do we get there?

 Regionalized policies?
— Localized nuisance issues
— Regional political pressures

— Clear population objectives
« BCC & SCC

— Community participation / education
e Develop trust

— Immediate Response
— Consistency



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keep it small.



One size may not fit all, especially in larger states/provinces. Larger administrative entities may need to incorporate regionalized policies, acknowledging localized wildlife populations and societal issues. Pair the policies to the species’ management plans, or incorporate therein.



Step-wise roll-out, with ‘hot spots’ addressed first.



Would require increased staffing efforts; considerable front-loading of effort, but may pay dividends in long run.



How do we effectively disseminate biological information to the influential people?


Balancing
people’s

expectations and
wildlife needs



Questions?
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