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Legal Status of California Mountain LionsLegal Status of California Mountain Lions

• 1907-1963

• 1963-1969

• 1969-1972

• 1972-1986

• 1986-1990

• 1990-Now

Bountied Predator

Nongame Mammal

Game Mammal

Protected Mammal

Game Mammal (no hunting)

Specially Protected Mammal



4,000 – 6,000 lions in 
California

Habitat loss and 
fragmentation from 
housing development 
limit populations



California Human Distribution



Potential for Conflicts?



Dove Canyon Development and golf courseDove Canyon Development and golf course

Bell CanyonBell Canyon

Lions & humans live closer than Lions & humans live closer than 
one might thinkone might think



Presenter
Presentation Notes
6 lions collared concurrently. Three months’ data.



Greenbelts, parkways and trails 
provide a means for puma to 
move about subdivisions







Mountain Lion DepredationMountain Lion Depredation



Redwood City Lion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
March 2011. Lion in back yard. Unable to chemically immobilize. Removed using lethal methods.



Preservationist Viewpoint



Preservationist Viewpoint

There should be a perimeter, impenetrable to large predators, surrounding any community of residences.

I hope that some sort of humane way of dealing with these important animals can be established that does 
not involve killing them – right now, that seems to be the only response.

I wrote recently to express my anger about the shooting of the Mountain Lion by DFG in Redwood City…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Diffused situation by informing them of the biological benefit of lions in the area, their ecological importance, current policies and legal authorities, along with situation-specific details.

How can we do this on a larger scale? 

Never second-guessed field-level decision, we back them 100%



These people aren’t quieted by attacks, as you might think (Barbara Schoener – cubs raised more $ than her children). 



Alarmist Viewpoint



Alarmist Viewpoint

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Diffused this alarmist by informing him of the current local lion estimated population, attack vs. encounter statistics, the current policy pertaining to lions and other biological information.

How can we do this on a larger scale?



The Alarmists and the Preservationists (as I’ve termed them here) seem to be the most vocal when it comes to these issues. Through their actions, they can drive the political aspects of policy development. Not necessarily always a bad thing, but sometimes complicates the issues for the Wildlife Manager.



What would a lawyer think about this email?



These people are the most vocal when an attack occurs; may carry some clout with regards to litigation. Would these correspondences be included in the administrative record? You bet. But, what would happen if a bunch of people got together from throughout the state and sent me an email from every corner. Then, let’s say an attack occurred. Hard to think that we’d be held liable for failing to act, but maybe not…



Oxnard Bear

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“no harm-no foul” type situation. Bear in tree, ~5 miles from nearest “traditional” bear habitat. Bear treed, no escape route, mass media presence, crowds gathered all morning.

Darted in tree, fire dept ladder company rigged hoist to remove bear from tree (didn’t fall to death).



Oxnard Bear

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bear Safely on ground, loaded in truck, moved to nearest National Forest lands and released. Positive media attention, no “hate mail”. Accolades all around. 

However, no soon thereafter, we had to deal with another bear that ended up being lethally removed. Of course, media attention and more hate mail.



If All Goes Well

Biological Socio-political

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nonlethal removal

No media attention

Quick operation



If All Goes Poorly

Biological

Socio-political

Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Usually lethal removal

High media coverage (some negative)

Inconsistent with policy

Long, drawn out operation



Ideal Situation?

Politics

Biological 
Education

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Political measures are derived with a firm understanding of the biological issues.

Keeps policy decisions at Management level.



How do we get there?

• Regionalized policies? 
– Localized nuisance issues
– Regional political pressures
– Clear population objectives

• BCC & SCC

– Community participation / education 
• Develop trust

– Immediate Response
– Consistency

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Keep it small.



One size may not fit all, especially in larger states/provinces. Larger administrative entities may need to incorporate regionalized policies, acknowledging localized wildlife populations and societal issues. Pair the policies to the species’ management plans, or incorporate therein.



Step-wise roll-out, with ‘hot spots’ addressed first.



Would require increased staffing efforts; considerable front-loading of effort, but may pay dividends in long run.



How do we effectively disseminate biological information to the influential people?



Balancing 
people’s 
expectations and 
wildlife needs



Questions?
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